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Foreword
By Janet Attwood

Many people are fascinated with the story of my divorce. In this culture
of tabloids and litigation, it seems almost impossible that two people can
remain friends after divorce, let alone best friends. But my life proves that
it is possible.

When my former husband and I made the decision to build a new rela-
tionship after divorce, we kept our attention on what we felt really
mattered. We worked hard at creating our new relationship, and in the
process, his new wife became one of my closest friends. In fact, I am the
Godmother of their first child. It wasn't luck; it was intent. When I set the
intention that love in any form was what my life would be about, every-
thing in my life began to mirror that intention.

Engaged, married, or just dating, reading this book will ease your
concerns, fill in your unanswered questions, and ultimately lead you to a
place of confidence and peace.

Adryenn's insightful knowledge helps you to easily navigate through the
potential obstacles and pitfalls so that marrying a divorced man can be all
that you hoped it would be and more. In this book she guides you
through the tough and often complicated subjects of divorce, family court,
and ongoing obligations. Her personal experience as a second wife and
stepmother, combined with years of working with divorced families on
financial issues, gives you an insider's view with an expert's eye.

Adryenn helps you to educate yourself about divorce, namely your
future husband's divorce, and how that may affect your marriage, your
finances, and your future. She helps you to have awareness about what
could come your way, and gives you the tools you need to keep your
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dreams alive. She teaches you how to navigate potentially treacherous
waters, how to focus on your needs and what matters most to you:
Happiness.

No matter what the odds, no matter what the statistics say, I'm living
proof that anything is possible. With love, intent, and the profound
wisdom is this book, your own happiness is a given. Happy reading!

—Janet Attwood
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One
Introduction

When you met your future hubby, you weren’t thinking about anything
except his dreamy eyes and the way he held your hand in a
crowd. As you fell in love, you thought only of his voice
on the other end of the phone line, that daily email
just before you left the office, and what you should
wear to meet his parents. Thoughts about his
ex-wife and their divorce settlement rarely, if ever,
entered your mind.

Ah, the magic days.

The fact that you are reading this book tells me you
are savvier than most of the brides who will walk
down the aisle this year. Like so many successful single
girls, you probably postponed getting serious with your
guy — or any guy — until you had a career or business in place, and a
stronger sense of self. Your 14-hour days navigating the perils and
pitfalls of corporate America, combined with a social calendar jam
packed with parties, grand openings and weekend jaunts, kept you
happily busy for years.

The urge to merge is a powerful one, and when you finally started look-
ing at men as marriage material, you found out somebody already beat
you to the punch. Trust me, you’re not the only girl settling down with a
man who already smiled his way through the receiving line with another
girl. The truth is, many of the most eligible bachelors are divorced. But
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that doesn’t make them any less eligible. It just means you have to
approach planning for your marriage differently than you would if your

guy had never been hitched.

Notice how I use the term “marriage,” not “wedding.” So
many smart women revert to schoolgirl fantasies once

the ring goes on their finger. Faster than their guy can
get up from bended knee, these girls are pulling out the
bridal mags and obsessing over napkins and cake
flavors. Addressing your future hubby’s last divorce is
the one thing missing from most wedding planning

checklists. You may want to pretend your fiancé’s ex-wife
doesn’t exist. But she’s not going to vanish because you

want her to. Not paying attention could break your bank
account, break up your marriage, and it might even end up

breaking you. If you don’t get real and get educated about their
divorce, it could haunt you for the rest of your marriage. Combining two
well-lived lives requires as much attention — more in fact — as planning
your fairytale wedding.

I didn’t write this book to discourage you from getting married. I married
my dream guy, and haven’t regretted it for a second. But trust me, I was
grateful I had put most of my ducks in a row before I said, “I do.”

I wrote this book because you need to know what you’re
getting into. The number one cause of divorce is stress from
financial conflict. You need a map, guidebook and compass to

plot a course through the often-stormy waters of marrying a
divorced man. This book is all that and more.
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The “more” part is the insight you gain from learning how your future
hubby handled his last divorce. After all, a guy who hid his money and
cheated his ex is likely to repeat the same behavior. On the flip side, a guy
who gave his ex everything in order to avoid conflict may have a ten-
dency to avoid conflict when he might do better to stand up during
tough times. Using even a few of the tips in my book will help you deter-
mine what kind of ex you’re tying the knot with.

There is no reason to give up your dreams or your man…all you have to
do is plan! This book is your all-access pass to the world of second
marriages. By the time you finish it, you will know what to ask, where to
look for information, and whenever possible, how to right the wrongs
perpetrated by the ex-wife’s divorce lawyer. We’ll get down to the “nitty
gritty,” with practical steps you can take to protect yourself and your new
family.

So set that seating chart aside for a moment, postpone the
meeting with your wedding planner, and put your
financial security at the top of your to-do list. When
it’s time to carry that bouquet, you can walk that
aisle with more confidence than a runway
model at fashion week!

3
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How to Use this Book
If you’re just putting your toe in the water with respect to your future
hubby’s last divorce, this book will blow your mind. Because it can get
pretty complicated, I separated the really head spinning technical stuff
into its own section, “The Nitty Gritty.” You will find this section at the end
of most chapters, followed by a to-do list or a worksheet to help you take
action on what you’ve learned.

If you are already married and swimming in the deep end of your
husband’s last divorce, take a moment to read the first chapter, “Kicking
the Tires:  How to Evaluate Your Future Husband’s (and Your) Financial
Vulnerability.” You will find a document checklist that will help you stay
organized.

At the end of the book I provide a list of resources, sources, and a
glossary of terms. If you want additional information, please visit my
website at www.everygirlsguides.com where I have oodles of updated
information that I am sure you will find useful.

4
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Before We Get Started: Values over Valentines
Divorce in America has not only become acceptable, but nearly
inevitable. I want to help change that! By spending more time up front
planning your marriage, you reduce your risk of divorce substan-
tially. The first question you should ask before you start
planning is, “Why do I want to marry this man?” Most
brides say because they are in love. Let’s face it, love on
its own does not seem like a good reason at 2:00 a.m.
when you get up to feed the baby. Nor does it seem
like a good reason when you spend months, some-
times years, of your life dealing with an ex-wife
from hell. And marrying because you are in love
most definitely does not seem like a good reason
when you realize the guy you married does not
share your values.

There’s a reason why people used to have long engage-
ments, and why some religions require months of marriage
counseling before the invitations go out. Being in love is enough to stay
true to your guy, but it is not enough to build a life.

Shared values, common goals, mutual respect and friendship will carry
you through the tough times, when other marriages are crumbling all
around you. So, it stands to reason that you would benefit from learning
why your guy’s marriage ended, not just how the divorce was handled.
How he conducted himself in the trenches reveals quite a lot about his
values and attitude toward marriage.

Most people are quick to place blame on their estranged spouse, rather
than take an honest look at what really went wrong. Instead, they assume
they did not have the right partner, and go about trying to find their
“perfect match.” The second wife, who believes she is his missing piece,
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usually supports this line of thinking. She often asserts that if she had
been his first wife, there would not have been a divorce.

The truth is, there is no “perfect match.” But there is an adorable, hunky
guy out there who shares your same values and aspirations. Of this I am
certain. Is he the man who put that gorgeous ring on your finger? Only
you can know for sure. And you will not know unless you start talking

about your values. One way to begin that discussion is to ask him why
his first marriage bit the dust.

Second-wives-to-be almost never look at why their fiancé’s
marriage ended, assuming it was “all her” and he was a
perfect angel. Even in divorces where both parties were
happy to split, the reason why they split is worth knowing. If
the first wife dumped him, find out why.

It’s true that love is blind; it’s by design. After all, why on earth
would we sign up for a lifetime without hesitation if we were not

completely gone on a guy? But love does not have to be stupid. It was
right and good that you fell hard, but now that you are color-coding
RSVPs, I believe you are ready to get real about your guy and his
previous marriage.
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—Nancy Reagan
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Two
Kicking the Tires

Evaluate Your Future Husband’s
(and Your) Financial Vulnerability

Marrying a guy who has been married before is a bit like buying a used
car. The salesperson tells you it’s in “mint condition,” but how do you
know for sure? If it’s a practically brand new car that was returned, you’d
want to know why before you fork over the cash, right? Does the car have
flaws, or did the previous buyer simply return it for a model that better
suits their lifestyle as the salesman said? At least with a car you can get a
CARFAX™ report!

Without the history of the car, you may end up with a real lemon. Armed
with enough facts, however, you can write that check for your dream car,
prepared for any possible servicing or repairs that may have to be made
in the future.

Unfortunately, there is no such website or monitoring agency that con-
denses all those important financial facts about your future hubby — at
least not yet. So, you have to do some good old-fashioned recon on
your own.

It’s time to find out if that vintage Aston Martin is as cherry as it looks. In
the area of financial vulnerability, ignorance is most certainly not bliss. To
protect you and your future husband’s financial health, it is absolutely
vital that you put on your “girl detective”hat and assess just how weak, or
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strong, his defenses are. Use the tips on the following pages to dig up the
dig up the dirt and lay your doubts to rest. Come on, every woman has a
little Nancy Drew in her.

The Marriage Application
Whether the proposal was a spontaneous moment after a

perfect day of canoodling, or an elaborate production
your fiancé planned for months, there just never seems

to be an appropriate time to ask him about his
financial stability.

While you may not want to hand him a 40-page Q &
A, a marriage application is not such a bad idea.
Think of it as an application for marriage readiness,

not to decide if you will marry him.

Too many brides put off the tough discussions, afraid of
ruffling his feathers. While I can’t promise you won’t uncover

something that impacts your feelings, not knowing about possible issues
will certainly cause stress in the future. Nothing kills the romance more
than an unforeseen financial disaster.

What to Do if He Won’t Share the Info
Convincing your guy to answer your questions and give you access to his
documents can be challenging. If he is fresh off his divorce, handing over
financial records and legal documents is probably the last thing he wants to
do. He may feel embarrassed about how he handled his divorce, or he may
worry that once you realize just how many obligations he has to his
ex-wife; you may change your mind about marrying him.

10
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Frankly, he may not be able to articulate it to you. Your first instinct may
be to take this personally when he hesitates, but remember he wants to
marry you, and probably doesn’t want anything to get in the way of that.

Sure, some dreamboats turn out to be more like a dinghy with holes, but
most do not. If your sweetie is stalling, or downright says, “no,” when
asked for information, try this approach:

1.
Start off by reminding your guy how much you love him, reassuring
him that you won’t yell, judge, or give him the silent treatment when
you get his full financial story. And mean it. Your guy doesn’t need
to be told he made mistakes, even if he did make them. He already
knows. Just get the facts, and then use them to work toward a
solution, if needed.

2.
Put him at ease by offering to share your own financial story with
him. When you approach it as a team exercise, rather than singling
him out, he may be more willing to let you in on the details.
Together, you can assess your mutual vulnerability and create a
plan to help you reach your financial goals.

3.
Your investigations may turn up some real issues he knows nothing
about, which could cost him a great deal of money. When you
explain how perusing his financial documents could save him a
whole lot of cash, he may be more forthright.

11
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4.
It may be that your guy doesn’t mind if you know what’s up with his
money, but he may not want you to do the searching. Suggest
hiring a qualified party to review his documents to assess his
vulnerability, and report back to you as a couple. If you go this
route, find someone with experience in divorce and accounting and
have them offer solutions to any potential problems he or she may
uncover.

5.
We fill out applications for credit, bank accounts, heck, we even fill
out applications to rent DVDs. Thousands of strangers have access
to your future hubby’s credit information, so why shouldn’t you
know how protected — or vulnerable — your marital finances will
be? Suggest that the two of you take the Prenup Workshop where
you’ll be guided through the steps to analyze and protect your-
selves as a couple. Remember, you aren’t protecting yourself from
your future hubby, you are protecting yourself for him.

You didn’t get where you are today by handing over your financial
security every time you dated someone new. Just because you are in this
for the long haul doesn’t mean you should give up your savvy, single girl
ways. The next section gives you some idea of what to look for, and the
type of questions to ask, so you can assess your future hubby’s financial
vulnerability. After all, even knights get a few chinks in their armor from
time to time.

12
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Paper Up! The Documents You Need to
Ensure Your Financial Success!

In crime investigation dramas, you know things are not always what they
seem. You also know that knowing what to look for is key to solving the
mystery. What looks like a textbook case, may turn out to be something
else entirely. The only way to learn the truth is to examine the evidence.

In the case of your future hubby’s past divorce, the evidence is all on
paper. Besides the divorce judgment, numerous contracts and docu-
ments are drawn up in a marriage, and you want to get your hands on
them. In the old days, your father asked any suitor about his prospects.
These days, you have to be the one to ask.

Step 1:

This first step of gathering documents is not just about his divorce
and financial stability. In order to protect what you have worked so
hard to achieve and acquire, you also need to organize your own
papers.

Untold amounts of time and money are lost every day because this
document could not be found, or that receipt is lost forever. In deal-
ings with creditors, family courts, child support enforcement
agencies, and the IRS, the burden of proof is always on your guy. And
that inevitably trickles down to you. It could be more like a tidal wave,
actually!

Step 2:

So, gather up the following documents, a file box and some folders,
and set your iPod to random shuffle. You’re about to get a crash
course in forensic accounting.

13
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Documents to Have on Hand:

� : life, auto, homeowner’s, disability, health, etc.

� :  both health and property

� :  Both Living Trust and Will, and any codicils

� :  including vehicle and boat titles

� : marriage, birth, name-change, and adoption

� :  pre- and post-nuptial

� :  stocks, bonds, mutual funds, CDs, etc.

� :  account information, bank statements, copy of
application, and checkbooks

� :  pension, IRA, 401K, 403B, etc.,
as well as any profit sharing documents

� : military discharge paperwork (DD-214) and
any documents pertaining to benefits

� : articles of incorporation, partnership
agreements, employment contracts, deferred compensation
agreements, recent appraisals of business, buy-sell agreements
for corporation or partnership, and business insurance

� :  burial instructions, cemetery plot
deeds, pre-paid funeral contracts, etc.

� :  social security card, and copies of driver’s
license or state-issued photo I.D.
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� :  list of investments, stocks, real estate, art and
collectibles

� :  location of box, list of items in the box,
spare key and copy of signature card

� :  list of debts, including credit cards, loans,
and liens

� :  list of people/vendors who owe you
money and payment agreements

� include any
settlement agreement

� :  child support and alimony, or family
support

� : child support payments (if applicable)

� :  each of the three bureaus

� :  including payment
schedules

�
�
�
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Step 3:

Whew! You’re going to spend a lot of time on the living room floor
and a bit of cash at the Container Store to get this in order.

Once you do, you will be amazed how you feel…it’s a bit
like weightlessness, with a surge of power thrown in.

If you really can’t face it on your own, invest in a profes-
sional organizer to help you bang it out one weekend.
But don’t just hand over your shopping bags and

shoeboxes; get in there and get dirty right along with
your organizer. You need to know what’s there, and what’s

not. You also want to make sure the system makes sense to
you, or the whole purpose is defeated.

The list is a great way to get organized, because your purpose is to
find the items on the list, rather than just a vague goal of “getting
things in order.” It’s like a scavenger hunt! Just not quite as much fun.
Of course you could give yourself little prizes when you find ten
items on the list! Just don’t turn it into a drinking game, or you’ll
wake up with cancelled checks stuck to your forehead and no desire
to look at documents ever again!

Step 4:

Although last on the document checklist, your future hubby’s tax
returns should be among the first documents you read. Errors in
filing can send your guy — and you — swiftly down the road to ruin.

Ask him a few questions about his taxes (”Talk dirty to me, baby!”) to
get the story behind the numbers.
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Here are a few questions you might ask:

�
Did your guy routinely sign tax returns without reading or
understanding them? If money is “not his thing,” he may very
well have just signed on the dotted line, cut the check, and stuck
a copy in a drawer.

�
If his ex handled the taxes, is there a chance that she may not
have done them properly? The same goes for him. You need to
find out if he and his ex dotted all of the “i’s” and crossed all of
the “t’s,” to discern whether an audit may be on the horizon.

One common “error” is writing off everything as an expense in order
to lower the tax bill. It’s so common the IRS will go to great lengths to
sniff it out. If there is an error, your hubby will have to pay the taxes
owed, plus interest and penalties. And once your guy gets audited,
he is more likely to be flagged for future audits, and so are you.

�
If an audit is a possibility, the only chance he has to pass the
audit is if he has all the records to support the tax return. If your
guy left the filing up to his ex-wife, chances are she still has all
of the copies (hopefully someone does).

Even if you have no reason to believe he might be audited, your
guy can be flagged randomly, and he would still have to come up
with documentation to support the return. The burden of proof is
on him, so you know what you have to do. Get those records! His
ex could destroy them (jealous rage or accident; what’s the
difference, they’re gone!), or lose track of them.

It is also possible that no one kept any records, in which case, start
gathering what you can. Copies of bank records, credit card state-
ments, and other documents can all be requested from the
institutions.
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For the most part, a guy who doesn’t understand his taxes, never did his
taxes, and can’t explain why his CPA did what he did, is in for a rude
awakening if the IRS comes calling. Despite the facts that the ex did the
taxes, a CPA prepared them, and he completely trusted both, he is the
one who is liable, especially if those taxes pertain to his business or com-
munity property deductions. A little training and full and complete
disclosure to you in the future are definitely on the “to-do” list.

As you pore over the documented evidence of your husband’s former
life, do not be discouraged. Knowledge is a powerful tool. Even if it
appears that your guy may be vulnerable financially, you can probably

fix most of it. This book is meant to alert you to possibilities,
not scare you off. So take heart, there are always

solutions!
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Take Action!
Right now, you’re circling the wagons. Or, if you don’t mind a mixed metaphor,
this is the hunting and gathering phase. It could take you some time to locate
and organize all the documents on my checklist, so don’t let the list get in the
way of your investigations. Work with what you have. Even if you only have a
few documents on hand, just get started.

� Have that all-important talk with your guy about sharing infor-
mation, and agree to a plan for reviewing his last divorce in
order to evaluate your mutual financial vulnerability.

� Print out the checklist and keep it in your Blackberry® or orga-
nizer so you can keep track of what you need to find, and check
off the documents you already have.

� Make a list of places you need to call or write to get copies of
any documents you do not have.

� Purchase a fireproof safe with enough room to store the
documents. If you have electronic documents or notes, back
them up to disc or tape and store them in the safe as well.
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Three
Old Dogs, New Tricks

The fact that your guy has an ex-wife gives you at least one advantage
over other brides marrying first timers. You get to find out what kind of
husband your guy might be by learning what kind of ex he is now.
Knowing how your guy treated his ex during the divorce gives you a clue
to what kind of man he really is. Did he take his wife to the cleaners, with
no regard for her well-being? Perhaps he gave her everything with no
thought to his own financial security.

Whatever happened, you need to find out. This knowl-
edge will show you how he handled himself under
stress; prove what an amazing catch he really is;
indicate whether he tends to avoid confrontation; or
reveal his dark, merciless side hiding under that Hugo
Boss suit. Learning about how he handled his last
divorce also gives you a preview of how things might go
if he is forced to deal with his ex-wife in the future.

You may think you already have a pretty good idea of how he
handled things with the ex. You overhear a conversation with his
divorce attorney, or catch a not-so-clever sideways comment from his
best friend. You may even know of assets he hid from her, or of a few
tricks he played to come out on top. And you let it go, never mentioning
it, because she’s the ex and you are his true love. No matter what you
believe now, or how solid your relationship is, what happened to her can
happen to you.
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Quick Quiz: What Kind of Divorcé Is Your Fiancé?
This quiz is designed to get you thinking about how your guy behaved in his last
divorce, and what that may mean for you, now, and in the future. No guy will fit
perfectly into each possible answer, so pick the one that fits best.

When your guy or his ex filed for divorce, how did he react?
A. He packed a suitcase and waited for word about what to do next.
B. He stole her diaries and drained the joint bank account.
C. He gave her two weeks to leave the house and went to Aruba.
D. He leased an apartment and packed up the basic necessities.

What was your guy’s approach to his divorce?
A. Appease the ex at all costs.
B. Take no prisoners.
C. Nonchalance bordering on indifference.
D. Strained attempts at civility.

How were their marital assets divided?How were their marital assets divided?
A. She got everything.
B. She got nothing.
C. She got a little something for her trouble.
D. She got some, and he got some too.

Describe how your guy feels about his ex today?
A. He doesn’t resent her, really he doesn’t.
B. Am I allowed to use profanity?
C. What ex?
D. He doesn’t talk about her that much, but I know he has his regrets.
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If you asked your guy if he felt he got a fair settlement in his divorce,If you asked your guy if he felt he got a fair settlement in his divorce,
what would he say?

A. Yes. No. Maybe. Yes. What was the question?
B. No. She still has the clothes on her back.
C. Of course not. Why should she be entitled to any of the money I

earned while we were married?
D. Is there a fair divorce settlement?

If a movie were made about the divorce, which actor and his role would
fit your guy best?

A. Jimmy Stewart in It’s A Wonderful Life
B. Michael Douglas in Wall Street
C. Marlon Brando in A Streetcar Named Desire
D. Tom Hanks in You’ve Got Mail

For each letter (A), add one, for each letter (B), add two, for each letter (C), add
three, and for each letter (D), add four. Total up the value of your answers,
and let the truth be revealed!
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A (6-11) Fight Phobic
If your guy is fight phobic, it could spell trouble for you in both your own
relationship, and in dealings with others. If he abdicated to his ex to avoid
confrontation, chances are he will react in the same way if she returns with a
new request. A fight phobic guy may also have difficulty engaging in any
important discussions, which may have contributed to the dissolution of
his marriage in the first place.

B (12-17) A Bit of an A$$
When your guy’s idea of rising to the occasion is to get mean and nasty, it
speaks to a larger problem. Whether he needs anger management therapy
or a trip to a Buddhist monastery, a dreamboat who treated his wife like dirt
is not a dreamboat after all. We all act out in uncharacteristic ways under
extreme stress, but if your guy acted like a jerk to exact revenge or inflict
pain, you need to know about it before you sign up to be the next Mrs. A$$.

C (18-23) Center of the Universe
Downplaying his divorce and the impact it had on his ex is a sure sign that
your guy was not very engaged — pardon the pun — in his marriage in the
first place. When you’re in love, you may not notice your guy thinks he is the
only person in the room. As long as you make him feel good, the two of you
will most likely be happy as clams. But a guy who acts like he is the center of
all things may not view marriage the same way you do. It’s worth thinking
about for more than five minutes.

D (24-30) Mostly Sane
Notice how there is no type that is 100% perfect? That’s because divorce is
hard, and no one is without reproach. Breaking up a marriage is messy,
painful business, made harder by starting a brand new life from scratch. It
can make even the nicest guys act a little crazy from time to time. If your guy
ranks as “mostly sane,” count your many blessings one by one. He probably
did the best he could, and who can ask for more than that?
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What if Your Guy Did Screw Her Over?
As you read through this book and start implementing my advice, you may
discover that your future hubby perpetrated a huge whammy against his former
bed buddy. Heck, you may already know he screwed her over, because he, a)
told you, or b) someone else told you, or c) you figured it out through a series of
eavesdropping sessions and random briefcase inspections.

Okay, I know this is tricky stuff. You don’t want to jeopardize your pre-wedded
bliss by confronting him with your knowledge. But my dear, is he really the man
you thought he was when you agreed to marry him? You may have convinced
yourself that his ex deserved what she got, but you only know one side of the
story.

Please consider two facts:

Fact #1:

He pulled it off once, and he knows he can do it again. Despite your conviction
and his assurances that he would “never do that” to you, you know he is capable
of it. You know the saying, “first time, shame on him; second time, shame on
me.” Lucky for you, the first time was with someone else.

Fact #2:

If he did pull a fast one on his ex, it may come back and haunt him. These things
rarely stay secret for very long. Do you really want to be standing next to him
when he gets served?

Even if you have looked past all of the above, can you continue to live with
keeping the secret for him? This is a question only you can answer, but do give it
some serious thought. A marriage built on lies — even if they are not between the
two of you — has a shaky foundation at best.
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Case Study:

One example of a hubby who didn’t want to share is the case of
Arteena Rubenstein vs. Alan Douglas Rubenstein. Married and
divorced in the state of California, the division of the
Rubensteins’ assets was subject to community property laws
(see the chapter, for more information about com-
munity property).

After a series of appeals and legal maneuvering from both
parties, it was found that Mr. Rubenstein lied about his assets to
keep his former wife from her fair share. At the time of their
divorce in 1986, he stated there were no community assets, and
gave a list of assets such as furniture, a used Jaguar, and some
jewelry and art, none with a high value attached. He also
asserted his business had a $1,000 fair market value. So what
did he hide from the courts?

Are you ready for this? He hid his ownership of various music
artists’ song rights, including Jimi Hendrix! So while he is
paying Mrs. Rubenstein $3,000 per month (and subsequently
$1,500 per month) in alimony, he is cashing in on millions in
royalties. The Statute of Limitations doesn’t start to run until
proof is discovered, so Arteena Rubenstein eventually managed
to get the original divorce judgment overturned, but it took
several years. She did not give up, because she knew he had
lied, and she knew what was at stake.

The Rubenstein case was sent to family court after the
judgment was overturned, but Mr. Rubenstein was ordered to
pay his ex-wife’s court costs immediately. After years in and out
of court, that can add up to a small fortune!



Your guy may not have pulled off a steal of that magnitude, but do you
think his ex would be any less tenacious than Mrs. Rubenstein? Unless she
ditches civilization and heads to a remote convent in Spain, she could
come after your man.

Once more, if the court determines that your sneaky sweetheart hid
assets, the penalty in most states is usually an award to the deceived
spouse of 100% of the asset. So, if he tried to keep her from getting half,
or an equitable share of the asset, he winds up with nothing but a
mountain of legal bills.

This is heavy stuff for a bride who just wants to toss a
bouquet over her head, even a smart girl like you. This
big secret you are “sharing” with your guy isn’t just
about him, or his ex-wife. It’s also about you and
your future. Are you prepared to be the support-
ive spouse while he spends years defending his
illegal actions? How would you react if you had to
bail him out of jail afterhe is arrested forperjury?

A list of ways your better half may have cheated his
ex out of a fair settlement follows this section. You
can also use this list to determine if the former Mrs.
managed to hide assets that were acquired during their
marriage. The following page has a juicy example of this
potential issue as well.

As you search for the tricks your “old dog” may have played on his
ex-wife for financial gain (or revenge), consider that she may have done
the same thing. And if his ex did carry out a massive deception, will he be
able to trust you, knowing his ex turned out to be a schemer?
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It’s no secret that men are creatures of habit, so remember to follow your
gut feelings. If you start to see a pattern that makes you want to tighten your
grip on your pocketbook, trust your instincts. In this book are countless
strategies to insulate your money and assets from his liabilities. But if your
guy ends up having a risk factor that is just too big to work around, cutting
him loose is the surest way to protect your financial wellness.
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Case Study:

Another California divorce: this case involves
, who were unhappily married at the time Mrs.

Rossi’s lottery pool won the jackpot. Contemplating divorce,
she took steps to prevent her estranged husband from receiv-
ing any portion of her share of the winnings, which amounted
to about $1.3 million (Mrs. Rossi would receive $66,800 every
year from 1996 through 2015).

Mrs. Rossi made no mention of the lottery winnings during
her divorce proceedings, which were quite informal and com-
pleted very quickly. Mr. Rossi only found out about the lottery
win after he received a letter addressed to his former wife,
asking if she would like to cash out her winnings in the form of
a lump sum.

Of course Mr. Rossi, who previously did not have legal repre-
sentation, got a lawyer. Eventually, the court determined that
Mrs. Rossi had committed fraud, and granted Mr. Rossi 100% of
the winnings. That’s right — all of it! In this case, she had gone to
great lengths to conceal the winnings and keep her husband
from getting any of the money, directing the Lottery Commis-
sion to send her payment checks sent to her mother’s address,
and withholding information about the asset in the mandatory
financial disclosures required in all divorce proceedings.



The Nitty Gritty: Sniffing Out Hidden Assets
Hidden assets are assets that were not declared during a divorce. They
could have been an inheritance, and therefore are not subject to com-
munity property or division but were kept hidden for other reasons. They
could also be assets that one spouse knows belong to both spouses but
kept for themselves. Naughty, naughty!

Tax returns, especially at the time of divorce, tell you a
lot about assets, hidden and otherwise. Since most
people don’t understand them, they don’t know
how much information one can glean from a
single form. For example, mortgage interest and
real estate taxes are a routine deduction, but what
if they did not declare the property when making
asset declarations? What happened to it? And
were the proceeds marital property? (Or, if State
Use Tax was paid on the return, you should look for
a boat or aircraft.) Tax returns tell a lot, you just have
to know what to look for.

My other favorite clue is interest earned. If the interest earned from a
bank account is substantial, that means the average balance was also
substantial. Is the money there now, or was it moved just before the asset
declarations?

My investment advisor, F. Bill Billimoria (author of On Golden
Pond… Or Up the Creek) just happens to be a CPA as well, and
while I’m a forensic accountant and sniff out the bad stuff, he
identified some juicy forget-me-nots that could actually save
you money! I picked his brain for a the breakdown of what to

look for on a tax return. Here’s what we came up with:
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� Make sure you are dealing with the copy of the tax return
that was mailed to the IRS. In this age of Turbo Tax, anyone
can create returns with falsified information to give to
someone, while not mailing it to the IRS. Best way is to get
his signature on the request form for copies directly from
the IRS.

Form 1040 � Taxable amount for IRA, Pension and Social Security may
not be the same as the amount actually received.

Schedule A � Property tax on assets you don’t recognize
� Prepaid high amount of estimated state income tax to get

deduction could involve a refund.
� Mortgage interest on property you don’t recognize
� Any carry-forward of disallowed charitable contributions?
� Safe deposit box listed under Misc. deductions — do you

know of its existence/contents?
� Investment interest? On what investment? Also look at

Form 4952

� Interest and Dividends — do you recognize all sources?
� Foreign Accounts & Trusts — is there a “yes” checked off. If

so, details please.
� Remember Muni Bond interest is not listed here. For that,

go back to Form 1040, line 8b. If an amount is listed, are the
bonds accounted for?

� Sources of income, details of expenses
� Bank account statements reconciled with reported

income/expenses
� Remember tax on recapture of Accumulated Depreciation

(reported on Form 4562) is a debt that has to be repaid.
� Do you recognize the assets and liabilities (balance sheet, if

there is one)
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� Do you recognize all the assets that were sold during the
year? (realized gains/losses)

� Do you have net unrealized gains on assets? If so, tax
liability.

� Shows details of all investments that involve K-1’s
(partnerships, sub-S corps, etc.). Recognize all of them?
Only the net of all such investments is reported on Line 17
of Form 1040 so you have to examine Sched E in detail.

� If you suspect fraud, get copies of the bussiness’ tax returns
and books as well.

� Sent by the IRS every year in April or May that shows the
total value of all of the recipient’s IRA accounts. Does it
match the amounts reported?

� Does the IRS or your state owe a refund? If so, has it been
reported?

Taxes � Have estimated taxes been paid timely?

� If Form 8606 were filed (non-deductible contributions to
IRA) in previous years, it means that part/all of the amount
received by QDRO may be tax-free.

If he hid anything from her, or if she thinks he might have, there is a good
chance she will file a post dissolution action to recover. If the once-
hidden assets have become part of your new family’s assets, losing that
money could have a serious impact on your life.
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Here are a few other ways to check for assets that weren’t disclosed or
divided in the divorce:

� Look at loan applications or appraisals for property that was
divided. It is not uncommon at the time of the divorce for one
party to say a house is worth $250,000 when it’s really worth
$400,000. Usually if one party keeps the house, they will
refinance it. The appraisal will tell you what it was really worth,
and the loan application will show income earned and assets
held by that party. Do they match what was stated on the
divorce papers? Remember, both the loan application and the
divorce papers were signed under penalty of perjury. It’s one
thing if she got the house, but if he did, remember these papers
can be used against him later.

� Does he have a bank account in his child’s name with high
balances that is being used for his personal expenses? Check the
date it was opened. If it was created prior to the divorce, either
he’s raiding his kids’ college fund, or he socked the money away
and didn’t declare it. I’d ask!

� Does he have other bank accounts not listed in the settlement?
Perhaps it’s an old account, but is all the money in it his separate
property? I know one wife who kept her savings account in her
maiden name and deposited a little bit out of the family pot into
it every month. Definitely naughty!

� Were there any property transfers to a good friend or family
member before the divorce that were returned at a later date? If
he owned a houseboat, and transferred it to his brother when
things got dicey, and then got it back later or never really
stopped “owning” it, that my dear is called a Fraudulent Transfer.
The same goes for letting Dad hang on to bearer bonds.
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� Does he pay cash for day-to-day expenses and large purchases?
If so, find out where he stashes it — in a safe, under the mattress,
or at an undisclosed location? Or does he just like having a few
hundred on him at all times to make him feel secure?

� Does his office showcase expensive items? Were they purchased
with marital funds or were his business earnings lowered due to the
purchases? Are they unnecessary or were they made just before the
divorce? Any of these scenarios could spell trouble if she wants to go
back for an adjustment.

� Did he make any large cash payments to friends or family either
as a “gift” or “debt repayment,” which were then returned once
the divorce was final?

� Did he get a fat bonus from work that was delayed until after
the divorce was final? This is more common than you know. The
same goes for lowering salary. If his salary or bonus schedule
increased significantly after the divorce, he might be a target.

� Did he enjoy sudden business or employment success after the
divorce was final, such as a promotion or big contracts? Alimony
is awarded based on income and need and also on how much
the ex contributed to his success. Can he prove that the success
was due to post marital effort? If so, you might want to help him
make notes on that so it doesn’t seem the delay was intentional.

� Did his business make large payments to vendors that appear to
be inflated or lack proper documentation? This method of
depreciating company income is called “asset stripping.” It’s fairly
easy, so check whether the vendor company is actually owned
by him or a friend. If so, he might be hiding something.

33

Chapter Three. Old Dogs, New Tricks



Take Action!
I think most of us would prefer to skim this chapter rather than read it, believing
our sweetie to be a perfect angel. Let me tell you a quick story about that. When I
was in the final stages of editing this book, I gave it to one of my friends to get
her feedback. Using just some of my tips, she began her own investigation into
the truth of her future hubby’s divorce and his subsequent risk factor to her
financial health. What she found out was enough for her to call off her engage-
ment — a very painful decision to say the least. So, if you only skimmed the
chapter, here is your first action step:

Really read the chapter, “ .”

Take the pop quiz at the beginning the chapter.

Get to know your future hubby’s tax returns. Look for sales or
use tax, tax paid on interest earned, and mortgage or real
estate tax deductions, for starters.

Make a list of his bank accounts. Do you know about all of
them? Are any located at a different bank than the one he uses
regularly? Do any of them have conspicuously high balances?
Are any in the name of his children or ailing parent? Why
ailing?

If you suspect he may have cheated his ex in their divorce, dig
deeper by looking at some of the other tip-offs in the previ-
ous section, .”
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impossible, whatever remains, however
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—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
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Four
Yours, Mine, Ours… and HERS???

When you marry your dream guy, you expect to share finances to some
degree. Sure, you want to keep your own bank account, your own
stuff, and your own credit cards, but sharing at least some
of your finances is part of the deal, right?

It’s a reasonable expectation that the two of you
would share more than just closet space after you
get hitched. But when your guy has an ex, your best
bet is to stick that joint bank account application in
a drawer and get a few things in order.

The second wife is often shocked to find out how
her own personal finances, those she shares with her
husband, and his own finances, are tied to his ex. If your
guy has court-ordered ongoing obligations to his ex-wife,
some of these ties may never be broken. Also, many divorced men
leave a lot of loose ends. They rely on their attorney to handle their
divorce, and once the ink dries, they don’t give it another thought. Until
they’re forced to.

What do all these loose ends tell you about him? Some men just don’t
know about all of the steps they must take to disentangle themselves
from their former spouse. Other men, whether consciously or not,
purposefully leave ties to their ex.
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There could be numerous reasons:  perhaps he is a bit more controlling
than you thought, and wants to keep a hold on her, or maybe he still
considers her to be “family,” even though there is no romantic love
between them. Whatever the reason, don’t you want to know his
motivation?

Beginning in this chapter and throughout the rest of this book, I’ll give you
the straight scoop on what could happen if you leave those loose ends
untied. You’ll learn which steps to take to maintain your financial
autonomy — and that stellar credit rating. You didn’t pass on that third pair
of Jimmy Choo’s just to have your credit tank the moment you say, “I do!”
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Keep your eyes wide open before
marriage, half shut afterwards.

— Benjamin Franklin
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Commingling Is for Cocktail Parties
Sometime between choosing napkin rings and a calligrapher, sit down
with your hubby-to-be and have the “yours, mine, and ours” talk. This is
touchy stuff, so get a bottle of something sexy like twenty-year-old
tawny port, put on your prettiest cashmere, and settle in by the fire. (A
pitcher of Mojitos and something with spaghetti straps will also do the
trick, if you prefer.) Do whatever you need to do to make it fun for both of
you. Just don’t spring it on him during halftime or when he’s working.

One of the main reasons money issues break up otherwise happy
marriages is they are so rooted in the deeper issues of trust and security.
And if you think you are concerned about your financial well-being now,
wait until you are wheeling your offspring around in a hot pink Bugaboo
stroller. Having kids brings out the lioness in all women, a primal instinct
to provide for your child and protect your child’s interests. So have the
talk now, before those raging hormones kick in.
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When He Wants to “Keep It Separate”
Second wives are sometimes faced with marrying a guy who insists on
separate incomes. We’re marrying later these days, and by the time we
hit our late twenties, we are dating guys with their own property and
investments, and who own their own businesses. Add the fact that many
people in our generation are children of divorce, and you may get a guy
who is gun-shy about sharing.

But let’s be real here. Getting married isn’t just about love; one of
the perks is emotional and financial security. So when

your guy doesn’t feel like sharing, it stirs up all sorts
of troubling thoughts like, “Does he mean I can’t

be trusted with his money?” or “What is he
hiding from me?”or “For how long will he hold
this over my head?”

If your dreamboat wants to keep separate
finances, your first order of business is to
find out if he is trying to protect you from his

ex, or protect himself from you. Until you find
out, you will always have a feeling of mistrust

between the two of you.

If it turns out that past bad experiences are the reason
he wants to protect his finances from you, give him a break.

He’ll get over it eventually. This doesn’t mean you do not want the finan-
cial privileges of marriage, such as the opportunities two incomes can
offer, and beneficiary status in the event of a tragedy. It just means you
need to be a little understanding of his fear of merging finances again.
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If, on the other hand, you learn he has other reasons for keeping his
finances separate, you may want to reconsider, well, …everything. If
your guy is keeping secrets from you, it could mean any number of
things, but probably none of them reasonable — or good.

Maybe he is hiding some pennies because he really doesn’t
mean “until death do us part.” Perhaps he is tied up with
shady business practices; is on the verge of
bankruptcy; or lied about his career, income, and
property. It could be innocent, but if he kept it from
you, he may be keeping other things from you as
well, and probably won’t hesitate to do it again.

Again, keeping your finances separate is not a bad
thing. In fact, I would argue it’s a good thing for
second wives who want to secure their own future.
But if your guy asks to keep his cash and holdings
separate, his reason for that could be very telling.

Although I recommend never commingling accounts while there is a child
support order, it might not even be an option for you. If you have to have a
joint account, make it a checking account used strictly for paying bills.
Don’t hold large sums of cash in it, since one day it could go missing.
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Why You Might Want to Keep It Separate
Before you try to convince your guy to combine finances, stop and
consider the potential consequences. We’ll get into how to protect your-
self and limit your own liability in terms of your husband’s child support
and/or alimony requirements in the chapter, “ ,”but
there are a bazillion other commingling catastrophes to consider. Here is
just a taste:

It’s None of Your Business…I Think!
If the last Mrs. Dreamy is receiving court-ordered support of any kind,
she can request his financials every year. This means if you commingled
your finances, she gets your financials too! Do you really want his ex to
k now how much you earn, how much you own, and how much you

owe? I’m guessing you don’t want her to know anything
about you, so consider the option of keeping your

finances separate from those of your husband.

If you do decide to keep things separate, his ex
can still request your finances, unless she and
his children are living in the streets naked and
starving, you shouldn’t have to reveal what
you own or what you earn.

44

Every Single Girl’s Guide to Her Future Husband’s Last Divorce

If the last Mrs.
Dreamy is receiving
court-ordered support
of any kind, she can
request his financials
every year.



45

Chapter Four. Yours, Mine, Ours… and HERS???

… If you do decide to
keep things separate,

his ex can still request
your finances, unless

she and his children are
living in the streets

naked and starving…

To marry a second time represents
the triumph of hope over experience.

—Dr. Samuel Johnson
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Credit Rules the World
Love it or hate it, credit does rule the world. Your credit score is seen as a
measure of your worth, and is the deciding factor in whether you can
purchase a home, get student loans, buy a new car, or open a new charge
account. Your credit rating also determines the interest rate you pay on
purchases, which means it can make or break you.

Your credit score is based on several factors including
your income, stability (number of years at your job,
in your home, etc.), payment history, and percent-
age of debt owed compared to credit available.
So, if you pay your bills on time, keep your
credit card balances low, and have lived in the
same house and held the same job for at least
three years, you probably have great credit. If
you consistently pay a few days late, max out
your credit card limits, and move around a lot,
you probably have a poor or even bad credit
rating.
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Banks and other financial institutions have scorecards designed to rate a
certain amount of customers as “ ,” “ ,” and “ .” This
translates to some people getting in through the back door (paying crazy
high interest rates), and other people getting the red carpet treatment
(paying low interest rates and getting preferred customer benefits).

A good credit rating is like a golden ticket. If you already have one, or
would like to have one, then think twice about merging money with your
man. Once you apply for joint credit, your credit files can be merged for
life!

Years ago I co-owned a house with my best friend. To this
day I still get mail for her at my address, and some of her
creditors call me to offer her a million-dollar line of credit!
Even though we applied on separate forms, we are still
joined at the hip!

When you are married or have commingled your finances with
someone, extracting yourself from them is like untangling dreadlocks. If

you were to pull your sweetie’s credit report, I would bet his ex
is still on there somewhere. You may also find unpaid

debts in both their names, or new accounts his ex-wife
has opened naming your guy as “co-applicant.”

Your future husband’s ex-wife can destroy his
credit in a nanosecond. Then once you’re married,
yours can hit toilet status right along with his. You
might not realize it until it’s time to apply for a
mortgage or buy a new car. If you don’t want to kiss

that dream home goodbye, you had better make
sure your future hubby disentangles himself from his

ex, credit-wise.
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The credit bureaus are not in business to help you get (and keep) a per-
fect credit score. They would be out of business if a significant amount of
people didn’t have “bad” credit, otherwise, how could their service miti-
gate the risk? Businesses need a certain number of people
paying higher interest rates, so keeping a significant
portion of the population in this category is just
good business. This means your guy has to do all
of the legwork to extricate his credit from his ex.

His best course of action is a preemptive
strike. Follow this simple three-step process to
protect both of you from her money
management:

Step 1: Pull credit reports

Step 2: Declare his single status

Step 3: Sign up for credit monitoring
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At the end of this chapter (” ) you will find a detailed,
step-by-step method for dealing with the credit bureaus, along with their
addresses. Make a photocopy of it, tape it to a six-pack of his favorite
beer, and ask him to get down to business. If that doesn’t work, offer to
do it for him. It may be a pain in the tush, but not doing it could hurt
much, much worse!

There is a bonus to doing this grunt work:  you get to see the full story
on your guy’s credit. A credit report says a lot about a person. I’m not
saying a “bad” score makes him a “bad” person; a low score can happen
to the best of us. But if he does have a poor credit rating, you want to find
out why. Did someone screw him over? Was he a victim of identity theft?
Is his ex-wife muddying the waters? Or, did his actions lead to the low
score? If he has a low score, why hasn’t he done anything about it?

If your guy has a low credit score, it can affect your ability to make
important purchases, refinance a home, apply for credit, and even pay
down credit quickly. And if he “made his own bed,” it can (and should) be
a red flag. Anyone who doesn’t take care of their own financial well-
being will have a very hard time taking care of your financial well-being.

I know you are a tough, successful career gal with enough credentials and
street smarts to get you through anything, but do you really want to use
your hard-earned skills to get out of a jam your husband perpetrated?
Wouldn’t you rather marry a guy who is financially sound, and more
importantly, cares about your financial welfare?

So pull that report, and really look at what it says. There could be errors,
clues to his past, or just warnings about things that should be cleared up
before you post your engagement announcement in the newspaper.
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But before you fly off the handle and cancel the jazz band, remember to
ask him for an explanation. Try to reserve judgment until you hear his
story. Some people just start out on the wrong foot (e.g., buying books
and beer with those “free” college credit cards) and due to a string of bad
luck, never really got it together. That does not make your guy a
deadbeat. Again, just find out.

Weddings are stressful. Marriage is stressful. It’s mostly
the good kind of stress, but it’s still a lot for a savvy
single girl to get used to. The best thing you can do to
maintain your sanity — and your net worth — is to
keep your finances separate from your guy until you
are absolutely sure there will not be a problem.
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Joint Checking = Double Trouble
I repeat this rant because this issue is huge. The second you open a joint
checking account, your money is up for grabs. If your dreamboat owes
money to anyone, your money could be used to pay off his debt. Once a
creditor obtains a judgment against your guy, he can seize his assets. The
creditor’s first stop:  the checking account, even if your name is also on it.

It doesn’t matter if most of the money in your joint account is yours. It
doesn’t matter if you have the deposit slips and photocopied checks to
prove how much of the money is yours. It doesn’t matter if you inherited
the money, earned the money, or won the money. If it’s in a joint account,
it could be gone in an instant.

Ponder these scenarios:

�
Your guy owes money to the IRS, and does not make his pay-
ments. The IRS notifies him of their intent to levy his assets. Your
guy ignores it. Or, your guy can’t come up with the money
required to prevent the levy. The IRS seizes nearly all of the
funds in your joint checking and joint savings account (they
have to leave a small amount — it’s a pittance, trust me).

�
Your guy has a judgment against him from a creditor. He forgets
about it, or can’t pay it. The creditor obtains an attachment order
from the court, then drains your bank account to pay the debt.

�
Your guy is behind on his child support payments. The Child
Support Enforcement Agency sends a notice to the bank to seize
the funds in your joint account for the past due payments. This can
also happen with alimony, but usually only if he is also behind in
child support. And they don’t even need a court order!
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Seizure of assets happens without notice. The IRS will notify you of their
“intent to levy,” but you don’t know when it will actually happen. No
agency will call or send a notice to warn you of the exact date and time
they will take the funds. Otherwise, you might just move it to another
place (say, under your bed?).

It’s not just about the money you could lose; there are a host of other
problems that would arise if funds in your joint account were seized for
nonpayment. Most people have at least one bill set up on auto pay, auto-
matically deducted from their checking account. Many people have all
their bills paid automatically through their checking account. If you rarely
write checks and do not often use an ATM card, you may not realize your
funds have been seized for days, or longer.

By the time you notice, you may have already bounced a
mortgage payment, car payment, utility bill payment, or
insurance payment. Now you have penalties for
nonpayment, over-the-limit and late-payment fees
on credit cards, and maybe even reactivation fees
if any of your services were shut off due to
nonpayment. And when you do find out about a
seizure, you may not be able to replace the funds
to cover the auto-pays and any outstanding
checks.

The only way to prevent this horror story is to keep
your money in your own checking account. If you
look longingly at the joint checking accounts of your
girlfriends, or your parents, just remember you are not
only protecting your assets, you are protecting your marriage. If
this kind of trouble comes knocking, you will be a lot less stressed about
it if you still have your own money.
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If you have a concern that an asset seizure may come your way, take it
one step further. If you and your guy share expenses like rent, groceries,
utilities, etc., have him “pay” you for his share every month, so you can
make sure your basic needs are covered if his assets are seized.
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The Nitty Gritty: Where’s My Tax Refund?
If you earn six figures, your days of splurging on shoes or a trip to Cabo
with your refund are long gone. If you are still eligible for a tax refund,
there is a chance it could be snapped up for child support before you
ever see it.

If your guy owes back child support, and you file a joint tax return, you will
simply get a notice saying where your refund was applied. Even if he is all
paid up, if the system has not recorded his payments correctly, your refund
will disappear anyway. Worse, it could take years to get it back.

Your best course of action may be to file separate tax returns until your
husband’s child support debt is paid. While you will lose some key
deductions in doing so, you will protect your own income and privacy in
myriad ways.

Though I have not heard of a second wife losing her refund when she
filed separately, it could still happen. Even if you file separately, your
husband’s social security number is listed on your return, so there’s
always a chance.

We’ll talk about the cons of filing taxes separately from hubby in the
chapter, “Protecting Your A$$ets.” If you do decide to file together, there is
something you can do to protect yourself financially from issues related
to your husband’s divorce. When your husband files his return, you can
file an “Injured Spouse” form along with it. It basically says that you could
be financially “injured” and covers questions about which of you is
responsible for the debt (which would be your husband). The form is
pretty simple to fill out, and will allocate the income and refund between
the two of you.

55

Chapter Four. Yours, Mine, Ours… and HERS???



Innocent Spouse Relief

The Innocent Spouse Rule gives you an “out” if your husband incorrectly
filed his tax return and owes more taxes plus penalties and interest. If his
ex-wife pulled some underhanded tactics prior to the dissolution of their
marriage, or unknowingly made mistakes on any of their recent returns,
your tax refund could be taken to pay the debt once you’re married.

This applies to other tax issues as well, such as those pertaining to your
husband’s business. For example, if his ex-wife did the books for his
business, and “neglected” to pay payroll taxes, your husband would be in
deep hot water, and your tax refund would be snatched up in an instant
to pay down the debt.

You can file for Innocent Spouse Relief if there are any erroneous items
on the tax return that understate the amount of tax owed, if you file
within two years of notification from the IRS that they are trying to collect
the debt from you, and you can prove that you had no knowledge the
tax return was incorrect. You can also file this form if you can prove that
collecting your husband’s debt from you would be unfair to you.

If the rate
Liability Election, but you must not be living with your husband at the time
of filing. So, it only applies if you are legally separated, divorced, have not
lived together for at least twelve months, or if he has died.
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There is one more option for second wives who have the IRS after them
for their husband’s back taxes:  Equitable Relief. This rule provides you
with another out, since not every spouse meets the requirements of
Innocent Spouse Relief or Separate Liability Election. If it is considered
“inequitable” to hold you liable for his tax debt, you could still get out of it.
The IRS has been fairer to second wives than family courts have been, so
if any of these situations come up, call them right away.

If your tax refund has been intercepted by another agency through an
interagency agreement, Innocent Spouse Relief will not save you. So, if
you filed jointly with your husband, and the IRS seized your tax refund to
pay your husband’s child support arrearages, you’ll probably never see
that money.

If you don’t want to kiss your refund goodbye, sit down with your CPA and
devise a plan by which you would owe a small amount of taxes, say $10, to
the IRS. That way, there is no refund in question, no red tape and bureau-
cracy to wade through to save it or get it back, and your money is where it
belongs — earning interest or supporting your family — not held by the
government for months and months until tax time.

That brings me to another point about protecting your assets. Hire a tax
professional! It was fine to do it yourself when all you had was student
loan interest and some make-up to write off for that fledgling modeling
career. But this is the big leagues, baby. You need a seasoned professional,
preferably a CPA, to help make sure all your tax ducks are in a row.
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Take Action!
Take My Ex-Wife…Please!

Yes, it is vital that your husband take the final step in his split from his ex:
get her off his credit report. Following is a step-by-step plan that will help
you help him to do just that.

Pull Credit Reports
The first step is to pull your guy’s credit reports to find out if any of his
ex’s debts are still listed. There also may be car loans or joint credit card
accounts still open, even some he may never have known about.

This is especially true where store credit cards are concerned. How many
times have you filled out the form to “save an extra 15%?” In fact, there
may be cards even she doesn’t know about or remember, for that very
reason.

There are three major credit bureaus:  Equifax, Experian, and Trans
Union. While it is a good idea to pull all three reports separately to get
the full picture, start with a tri-merge report, which gives you a summary
of all three credit bureaus. Again, this may not include everything, but it
will give you an idea of what you are up against.

Pay attention here, ladies, this is important:  credit reports should be
pulled by your husband and not by an outside source, as it will appear to
be an “inquiry.” Future creditors can see inquiries, whereas your request
to pull your own report is invisible to them. Too many inquiries can be
viewed as negative and may lower the credit score.
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A bonus to pulling his credit reports to spot any errors, bad debt, or
open joint accounts is that you get to see your guy’s credit score. Make it
a point to find out where he stands credit-wise, before hitching up to the
same post. If your guy refuses to show you his report, consider it a huge
red flag and proceed with caution.

Declare His Single Status
The next step is to have your fiancé send a letter to all three credit
bureaus notifying them of his divorce. Reference his name, social
security number, and address (including former addresses). Include the
same information about his ex, plus her birth date, maiden name, and
any aliases she may have used. Request that she be deleted as “spouse”
from his credit file, and include the date of the divorce.

The second part of the letter is a request to add a statement to your guy’s
credit file explaining that he is divorced from his ex, and any joint
applications for credit with his ex should not be accepted, nor should an
inquiry be made as to his credit worthiness to consider a joint application
with his ex. Include in the statement that future credit applications must
not be accepted unless his identity can be verified, either in person or with
a photocopy of his driver’s license (if he is mailing the application).

Remember to keep the letter short and to the point. If he plans to dispute
something on the report, save that for a separate letter. He can use the
same basic framework to notify the credit bureaus that he is not responsi-
ble for the bad debts incurred by his ex, but this process can be laborious,
and annoying. If there is a big problem on his credit report, consult with
his divorce attorney, or a credit specialist to help get it removed.

Keep in mind, credit bureaus may view closing credit cards as a negative
action, and it can cause a “ding” on your sweetie’s credit. Instead of
closing the card, have him take steps to get his name removed from the
card as a responsible party.
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Sign Up for Credit Monitoring
Once you have a handle on the details of your guy’s credit report, sign
up for credit monitoring so you can stay abreast of any changes to his
account. Choose a monitoring package that monitors all three credit
bureaus, and then sign up for email alerts. So, if his ex decides to open a
new account at Barney’s using his name as co-signer, you’ll know about
it almost instantly. It’s also a way to make sure the credit bureaus
followed your instructions when you sent the letters.

It might be tough asking him about all this, but if he’s as smart as you,
he’ll only respect you more for asking.
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Credit Bureau Addresses

Experian
P.O. Box 2104
Allen, TX 75013-2104

Equifax
P.O. Box 740256
Atlanta, GA 30348

Trans Union
1561 E. Orangethorpe Avenue
Fullerton, CA 92831-5207
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Once a woman has forgiven her man,
she must not reheat his sins for
breakfast.

—Marlene Dietrich
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Five
Divorce 101

Unless you are a divorce lawyer by profession, you probably don’t have
a clue about the intricacies of divorce law. Even if you are one of the
many grownups who survived their parents’ divorce, I’m guessing you
didn’t sit in on any meetings with the mediator when you were a kid. So,
here’s a quick lesson in divorce from our friends Dick and Jane:

Dick Petitions for Divorce

The first step is for Dick to file a petition with the court, also known as a
complaint, and serve that petition to Jane. Dick should make sure his
petition includes the details of how he would like to settle matters related
to division of assets (little pink house, station wagon, golf clubs), custody
of children (twins, I think), and ongoing support, if any.

See Jane Respond to the Petition

(We’re skipping over the day Jane got served and summoned, but I think
a few martinis were involved.) Jane now has a few weeks to respond to
Dick’s petition for divorce. If Jane disagrees with the details of the
complaint, she should include how she would prefer to divide up assets
(prized cookbook collection, heirloom furniture, timeshare in the
Catskills), custody of the children, and ongoing support (can you say
alimony?). If Jane did not respond to the petition in the time allowed Dick
could assume Jane agrees to his terms.
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Dick and Jane Go through Disclosure and Mediation

Now Dick and Jane must exchange financial declarations to determine
how much there is to divide, the value of the assets, and how much
income both Dick and Jane earn (and may earn in the future). These
documents list everything:  every stick of furniture, every penny in the
bank, every share of stock, Grandma’s china, Jane’s wedding ring, and
Dick’s baseball card collection. Dick and Jane may also have to go
through a mediation process.

Dick and Jane go temporarily insane trying to fill out the myriad forms
required during the disclosure and mediation phase. Dick decides he
wants the toaster oven, and Jane refuses to give it up. Jane decides to up
the ante and request Dick’s favorite beer steins, which she hates, and the
toaster oven. Dick and Jane are not having fun.

Dick and Jane Settle Their Divorce

Once Dick and Jane agree to the terms of their divorce (she keeps the
toaster oven; he keeps the beer steins), the attorneys draw up a divorce
settlement. (Dick gets the station wagon; Jane gets the little pink house.)

Dick and Jane Visit the Judge

A divorce settlement means Dick, Jane, and their attorneys get to stand
before the judge. The judge asks Dick and Jane a few questions, and if
everyone still agrees, he issues a divorce decree. If at this point Dick and
Jane disagree about the settlement, the judge orders a trial.

Dick and Jane Go to Trial

Since Dick and Jane cannot agree on the terms of their divorce, they will
have to go to court. During the trial, Dick’s attorney and Jane’s attorney
each present their case, and then the judge makes a decision, or a ruling.
The divorce is granted!
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Jane Appeals the Judgment

If Jane is unhappy with the judge’s decision, she can file an appeal. But
Jane probably won’t get her appeal, because judicial decisions are rarely
overturned because the trial judge is assumed to have made the proper
finding of fact to support his ruling. Only a misapplication of
law, or proof that there was no evidence to support a finding
of fact will be overturned. It is rare and expensive.

Divorce certainly isn’t as simple as the little story you’ve
just read. In real life, women file for divorce 85% of the
time, and very few of those cases went to trial. Divorce is
serious business, and involves a lot of heartache on
both sides. Now that you have a basic idea of how a
divorce happens, your next step is to fill in the blanks. What
happened in your future hubby’s last divorce?

In the rest of this chapter, we go over the basics you need to know as a
future second wife:  how to read a divorce judgment; how the assets are
divided in a divorce; and what possible ongoing obligations your guy
could have to his ex-wife. But first, let’s talk about your views on divorce.

Aw, come on. Humor me.

I Don’t Believe in Divorce! I Believe In Widowhood!
You can share your beliefs over a glass of wine with friends; assert your
convictions to co-workers in the break room; heck, you can even start
your own blog:

www.i_don’t_believe_in_divorce.com.
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But that won’t change the fact that divorce does happen. A lot. Despite
the fact that you are absolutely, positively, 100% sure that it will never
happen to you, if you don’t get real about your future husband’s divorce,
it just might. It’s time to face reality and get educated about the D-word.

We’ve all seen the divorce statistics discussed ad nauseam on the
morning news shows. Fifty percent, seventy percent, they’re up, they’re
down. We also know the top reasons for divorce:  money, sex, and all
things related to money and sex. But the statistics don’t show the real,
human stories of a love that breaks down under the weight of financial
stress, never mind the resulting decline in intimacy and sex.

In the first year of marriage, you and your new husband learn how to be
married to each other, which is a delicate dance that takes all twelve
months to learn the steps and a lifetime to master.

Now imagine interrupting that first year with enormous financial stress
brought on by your husband’s last divorce. Instead of developing your
identity as a couple, you find yourself recovering from one nasty
surprise after another. Soon you find yourself saying things like, “You
have to pay how much in child support?” or “What do you mean there’s a
lien on our house for back alimony?” How romantic.

Before you would buy or invest in a business you would ask for full
financial disclosure, right? You would expect a list of assets, debts and
other obligations, accounts payable and receivable, and any contracts in
place. Getting married is like buying into your husband’s “business.”
People in intimate relationships tend to focus squarely on the heart. But
what would happen if you based all of your business, career, and
personal financial decisions on your heart, with no thought to solvency?
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I get that you don’t believe in divorce, and I understand why you don’t
want even to entertain the thought. You want to fantasize about your
honeymoon and what your children will look like, not think about his
ex-wife and how to protect your own assets. But the truth is, even if you
don’t believe in divorce — and it never happens between you and your
guy — it still can visit your marriage.

I’m not saying you will get divorced. I am saying that when
you marry a divorced man, you get up close and
personal with the D-word whether you like it or not.
Any divorce, whether they called it “good” or “bad” or
“amicable,” eventually becomes a factor in your
marriage. Your job is to make it a tiny factor. This isn’t
all bad; your future hubby may have learned something
from his divorce — even something about himself.

Preparing for a wedding requires you to learn a host of new
skills, everything from etiquette to waltzing (or two-stepping,
breakdancing, whatever you and your guy dream up for your first dance).
Preparing for your marriage requires some new skills, too, and you are
getting a crash course in understanding divorce judgments. Just what you
always wanted to learn, right? Don’t sweat it. Modern single girls can’t
have too many skills.
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How to Read a Divorce Judgment
Your future hubby’s divorce judgment is required reading for all second
wives. In fact, you may want to read it with him, because he may not have
actually read it himself. In the course of research for this book, I inter-
viewed a number of remarried men, and the number one recurring
theme that came up was that they did not understand their divorce
decree, and some hadn’t even read it!

Not knowing the full score about his ongoing obligations to his ex can
cost your guy a fortune, and if his head really is in the sand, he could
even end up in jail! So, the first question to ask your guy is, “Honey, where
is your divorce decree?” You’re going to need it anyway when you get
your marriage license, so why not dig it out early and read it over?

Honey, I Think You’re Still Married!
Some newlywed wannabes are shocked to find out the groom’s divorce
is not final. The last step of sending in the final paperwork is overlooked
more often than people realize, and your guy may not even know he is
still married to his ex. So, the next question to ask is, “Honey, are sure
your divorce is final?”

I spent a number years putting one of my good guy friends
through “charm school” à la Adryenn. Very smart and super
sweet, my friend also personified the computer geek
stereotype. But while glasses and polyester are so fixable,
matching him up with another vegetarian who didn’t drink
was a bit of a challenge.

One day I noticed that one of our co-workers seemed to have a special
look about her. I suggested he ask her out, and when he did, he
discovered she was perfect for him. They had everything in common, a
real case of love at first sight.
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Shortly before they were to be married, they went to get a marriage license
and found out his divorce was not finalized! My friend’s divorce
had been settled ten years earlier, but the final agreement
had not been filed.

It took several months to straighten everything
out, and in the meantime, they had to cancel not
only their wedding here in the states, but their
wedding gala in India! The moral of the story
is pretty evident:  make sure it’s final, ladies!
(P.S. They did finally get married, and one year later
had a baby!)

Most states have standardized forms for divorce, and
every form should have the same basic information. Write
down the dates here:

� Date the parties were married:  ________________

� Date they separated:  ________________________

� Date the divorce was finalized:  ________________

Attached to the judgment should be the orders of the divorce:  separation
of assets, allocation of debts, and ongoing obligations for support. We
discuss the orders of divorce in the next sections.

Interlocutory Divorce
If you live in a state that has interlocutory laws, there is a mandatory
waiting period prior to remarriage. Interlocutory means “interim”. So
even if your fiancé’s divorce is granted, it isn’t really final until the
statutory waiting period has expired.
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Case law has already determined that a second wife who was married
prior to the expiration of this period was not the surviving spouse for a
pension or for property, as the marriage was deemed void despite the
fact that it had gone on many years.

If you are already married, and discover your marriage may be deemed
invalid because the wedding took place before the waiting period was
over, go have a quickie civil ceremony just in case!

Community Property vs. Common Law
In the United States, how the assets and liabilities are divided in a divorce

depends in part upon which state you live in. Most states are
considered “common law” or “equitable distribution” states,

where the assets and liabilities are to be divided “fairly”
based on a number of factors. There are nine states,

however, that are “community property”states, where
the assets and liabilities are supposedly divided
equally between husband and wife, regardless of
circumstance.

Each of the nine states defines community prop-
erty differently, so your first step is to get familiar

with the law in the state where your future hubby’s
divorce was filed. The basic idea, however, is that all the

income generated, property purchased, and other assets
acquired during the marriage should be divided equally between each
party. The rule also applies to debts acquired during the marriage.
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If your guy and his ex lived in and filed for divorce in a common law state,
the judge considered other factors (see the next section) such as length of
marriage, who contributed more (or less), who needed more (or less), etc.

Your job is to find out which rules applied to your future husband’s
divorce. Once you know the law, you can spot errors and red flags in the
divorce judgment, that may leave your guy vulnerable in the future.

Since you bought this book, as a special bonus, the website,
www.everygirlsguides.com has a list of laws and links to every state!
Happy hunting!

The Great Divide: How Assets and Liabilities
Are Divided in Most Divorces

“She took him for everything.” “He left her high and dry.”

Phrases referring to the division of assets in a divorce like these and
others have become part of our vernacular. We regularly hear about a
wife “bleeding her husband dry,” or a husband “leaving his wife out in the
cold.” But most of us really don’t know how assets and liabilities are
divided in a divorce.

We often think of divorce as it is portrayed on television, with barracuda
lawyers in tailored suits, going up against witty, smart girl attorneys with
$200 haircuts. In a one-hour drama, it all comes down to the attorney,
who somehow finds a way to ensure his or her client gets the house, the
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kids, the timeshares and the collection of Aboriginal art (whether their
client wants it or not).

Sure, if one spouse has a great divorce attorney he or she may end up with
more cash than the ex, but the attorney still has to work his or her magic
within the confines of statutory law. Even if your guy settled amicably with
his ex and managed to stay out of court, the laws of the state in which they
filed for divorce had a bearing on the settlement. If their divorce was
contentious and they did go to trial, the judge’s decision was based on
those statutes.

You may wonder why you should care about the laws govern-
ing division of assets and liabilities. You have no

intention of heading to divorce court yourself, your
future hubby’s divorce is a “done deal,” and

besides, this stuff is boring.

You should take more than a passing
interest in how your state determines who
gets what because it may not have been fair
or “equitable.”And why does that matter in a
divorce that’s ancient history? Because if his

ex-wife feels she was “taken to the cleaners,”
she may try to right those “wrongs.” If either

party feels taken advantage of in any way, there
could always be a sequel to this movie — and this

time, you’re a central character!

It is imperative that you know which law applies to your situation. Your
future hubby may not want to rehash the agony of his divorce, but I bet
he’ll respect you even more if you take the initiative to protect your future
family. There are many treacherous beasts lurking in the shadows of
family court.

72

Every Single Girl’s Guide to Her Future Husband’s Last Divorce

You should take more
than a passing interest
in how your state
determines who gets
what because it may not
have been fair or
“equitable.”



One of the beasts is the Child Support industry, a $5 Billion+ per year
industry that is desperate to be fed. His ex-wife may be docile
and friendly, right up until the beast gets ahold of her. Or
God forbid, if both your future hubby and his ex were
poor, or if they had children and she was ever on wel-
fare, amical divorce or not, the beast doesn’t even need
her cooperation to go after him.

In common law states, a number of factors determine
who gets what in a divorce. Here is a short list:

� What property each party brought to the mar-

riage (e.g. her parents’ vacation home in Telluride, his
condo in the city).

� Other assets each party brought to the marriage (e.g. his trust
fund, her Microsoft shares).

� Which assets hold value other than monetary (e.g. his mother’s
piano, her aunt’s collection of Warhol paintings).

� What each party contributed to the marriage during the mar-
riage (e.g. her child rearing, his six-figure salary).

� Ways in which each party may have elevated the economic
status of their spouse (e.g. he paid for her graduate degree at
Berkeley; she supported them both through all of his years of
med school.)

73

Chapter Five. Divorce 101

… the Child
Support

industry, a
$5 Billion+ per
year industry…



� The financial responsibilities of each party (e.g. she is raising
their triplets; he cares for his aging parents).

� The income earning potential of each party (e.g. her new
promotion, his layoff).

� Other circumstances that may affect the ability to earn an income
(e.g. her cancer battle, his disability).

� How long they were married.

These and other factors may play a part in determining how the assets
are divided in a common law divorce. How the value of the assets is
determined is another matter entirely.

Dig a little deeper, savvy girl, and find out what method was used to
place a value on the house, the cars, antiques, the rental properties, etc.
Was the computer equipment valued by fair market value or liquidated
value? Was the furniture valued on how much it would cost to replace it
new, or how much it is worth used? If there were rental properties or other
assets that generate income, was the future stream of income considered
in the valuation? Were any items valued based on depreciation?

Value of Assets

The method for determining the value of assets is a huge factor in
divorce, and may be a sneaky way for one spouse to stick it to their ex.
One way to sniff this out is by a uniform method for asset valuation. If
your guy did the valuing, pay special attention to how he did it. I know I’ve
said this before, but it bears repeating: Ex wives tend to linger in the
picture if they feel they’ve been screwed over by their husband.
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I know of a woman who has a dead-to-rights case of
payola (he got all the assets despite the fact that they were
all community property) and fifteen years later, she is still
after him. And you know what? Someday, she will get him.
She has the documentation, so it is only a matter of time.
He will always be on the defensive until she feels she gets

what she deserves.

If your guy “took his wife to the cleaners,” you could spend years sitting
next to him in court, until she feels she has been vindicated. I know, I
know — it’s everything you dreamed marriage would be and more, right?

So once you run the numbers, and see how much exposure
your future hubby has, you can determine if the risk is
worth the reward of a life of love and happiness with
your guy. Only you can make that choice, but when
you are armed with the facts, those decisions
become less difficult.

Besides the possible return of the ex, there are other
important reasons to learn everything you can
about how assets were divided in your future
husband’s divorce. Most important, you should know
how the division of assets impacts his financial future.

Many couples are not aware of the consequences of asset division,
especially when it comes to taxes. Many attorneys do not consider
potential tax consequences when negotiating asset division. Their primary
focus is on how much the assets are worth, and who should get them,
not how those decisions will affect each party’s future tax burden.
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Tax Issues

If there is a significant tax issue related to the divorce, the ideal solution is
to approach his ex and ask if she would be willing to stipulate to a
modification to correct the problems. In the worst-case scenario, you
have to go back to court where you have a less-than-good chance of
prevailing, so make sure it’s worth it. Or you can negotiate with the IRS.
Believe it or not, I think the IRS is more flexible than the courts!

Who Got the House?

A key fact to remember is:  according to the IRS, the basis (the value
established for calculating capital gains taxes) of any assets transferred
at the time of divorce is the amount of the original purchase plus any
improvements. So, if your guy and his ex bought a house for $200,000,
which was valued at $800,000 when they split, the IRS considers the
basis to be $200,000 for tax purposes.

Why does this matter? Because if your guy got the house in the divorce,
and after you’re married you both agree to sell it and buy that four-
bedroom Colonial you’ve had your eye on, he will have to pay taxes on
the capital gains of the difference between the sale price and the original
purchase price. Because he probably split the equity with his ex as part of
the divorce settlement, she already cashed in on the equity.

The IRS will not give him a step-up in basis because he bought out his
spouse, so your guy ends up with a hefty tax bill, perhaps years after his
divorce is finalized.

This story’s epilogue: your guy pays taxes on the equity gain ($600,000),
and his ex gets her half of the equity ($300,000) tax-free. Now, if he’s lived
in the house for two out of the last five years as his primary residence, he
can deduct $250K from that amount. And if you wait until you marry and
file a joint return, you can deduct $500K from that. But you need to know
the figures before you make the decision to sell.
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If she got the house, did he get his fair share? I ask not because I think
you should go after her for the money, but because there may be more to
the story. It is not uncommon for an ex-husband to agree to a lesser
value on the house (and consequently a lesser payout), in exchange for
something else.

However, if the explanation for this compromise is not spelled
out in the divorce agreement, it cannot be enforced in
court. So whatever your guy is expecting in exchange
— say a future credit for voluntary temporary
alimony payments — may never happen. Which
leaves him vulnerable. Which leaves you vulner-
able too. Get the picture?

It’s pretty easy to find out if your guy gave up the
house for too little. Just ask for a copy of the
appraisal. Most marital homes are either sold or
refinanced in the case of a divorce, unless the
mortgage is paid off. An appraisal is always rquired
to sell a house or refinance a mortgage, so get your
hands on it and do your homework.

Again, this is not to use as a weapon against his ex — you do not want to
get involved in that sort of legal battle. It is simply you being smart: learn-
ing everything you can about your future hubby’s divorce to protect
yourself, him, and your life together from future problems, claims, and
unexpected financial obligations.

Quit Claim and Interspousal Transfer Deed

Sneaky tactics are oh so common in divorce, but that’s no surprise to
savvy gals like you. In California, the document used to transfer property
between spouses is the perfect breeding ground for exploitation by a
crafty attorney. I’m talking about the difference between a Quit Claim
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Deed and an Interspousal Transfer Deed. Hot stuff, I know. Not as juicy
as a Jackie Collins novel, but if she knew about it, she would exploit it,
too — to bring down her hero or heroine in a tale of lust, lawlessness and
revenge.

The chaos and intense emotions surrounding a divorce, combined with
the mind-numbing amount of paperwork that has to be reviewed and
signed, makes it easy to overlook this important piece of paper. The key
fact you need to know about the two documents is that a Quit Claim Deed
works in every property transfer situation except in the case of community
property. The Interspousal Transfer Deed additionally waives community
property rights as well. Every state handles property transfer differently, so
check with your local title company or county recorder’s office.

If his ex signed a at some point in the marriage, she can
later request the community property interest. This is a common
problem in do-it-yourself (DIY) divorces. In many community property
states, the appropriate document is an ,
which waives all community property rights.
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Frozen Assets
If you think dividing property and fine china is tough, try figuring out
who (if anyone) gets any biomaterial “accumulated”during the marriage?
Yes, girls, I’m talking about sperm. I am also talking about frozen
fertilized embryos.

This issue is both prevalent and controversial. According to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, 9.3 million women used infertility services in 1995. With
infertility on the rise, and more and more couples seeking

(ART) procedures, it stands to reason that the
division of such “frozen assets” will show up in divorce settlements.

Unlike the cut and dried issue of property valuation, placing a value on
fertilized embryos seems impossible. This issue is complicated, tied to
personal ethics, religion, and morality. It could be argued that the most
divisive issue our country faces — aside from war and taxes — is the
question, When does human life begin? No matter what your views are,
I don’t have to tell you that this issue is highly emotional for all parties —
including you. If your guy’s ex has custody of frozen embryos, she could
end up having your husband’s children before you do!

If your hubby stored frozen sperm for the purpose of procreating with
his now ex-wife, it may also be in contention. If there is any biomaterial
unaccounted for that could lead to the birth of your husband’s child, you
need to know about it.

Here’s another fun fact:  If his ex does give birth to your future hubby’s
child using frozen embryos or his sperm, he will most likely have to pay
child support. Sounds crazy, right? First he is told he has no right to make
a decision about whether or not he has a child (before conception!), and
then he is told he has to support that child.
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Always remember that children trump logic. Heck, child support was
ordered against a twenty-year-old man for a seven-year-old child. That
child was the result of the man being raped when he was twelve years
old! So rather than put the woman in jail for rape, the courts order the
victim to pay “restitution”!

Remember, just the fact that this material is out there could haunt you and
your guy forever. If his ex agreed to keep their embryos on ice, she may still
come back later, looking for a way to appease her own biological clock. Of
course if both parties agreed to dispose of the embryos, or to donate
them for stem cell research or to other unfertile couples, the door is
probably closed on this issue.

‘Til Death Do Us Part…Financial Ties
Before you go breezing down the aisle in your custom-made shoes, get
the straight skinny about his ongoing financial ties to his ex. What you
find out may be hard to hear, but it would be devastating to learn after
you have already tied the knot and started your own family. There are
steps you can take to protect your own finances, and help your future
hubby tie up some loose ends.

Alimony

For older divorce orders, it is not uncommon for alimony to
be a lifetime commitment. Are you prepared to deal with

that financial impact on your life with your husband?
What about all the emotions conjured up as you
watch your guy write his monthly check?
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A friend of mine was married to his first wife for thirteen
years. She had no occupation before they were married, or
during the marriage, and was awarded lifetime alimony. It’s
been twenty years since the divorce. The kids are finished

with school and are out on their own. My friend’s ex has a
career now, and is self-supporting.

It looks like a good case for a modification of alimony, but my friend is
not sure is his ex will go for a reduction or cessation of support. Since so
much time has passed, it is doubtful both of them have all of the
payment records, so he would need cooperation from her to modify the
support. Otherwise, he would have to prove that his ex is self-
supporting and no longer needs his financial assistance and that his
alimony and child support are paid in full.

Child Support

Child support is another huge issue in a second marriage. Of course you
want your guy to be a great Dad, and support all his kids (yours and
hers). But there are questions you need answers to.

How much does he have to pay, and for how long? Is he current with his
payments, or has he fallen behind? If he is current, can he prove it?
Federal law mandates that support payments are enforceable forever!
No time limit, no rational test for waiting too long to enforce it; not even
death terminates the obligation of child support. You’ll be surprised to
find out that it isn’t the ex or the children that benefit from this arrange-
ment! It’s the beast again, as you’ll see later. If you have already married a
divorced man with kids, keep all child support payment records forever!
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There are possible complications that could arise regarding your fiancé’s
obligations to his ex and their children, which I discuss in detail in the
chapters, “The Ex Files”and “Beauty and the Beast.” For now, sit down with
your sweetie and have a heart to heart about how much he is required to
pay and for how long, and if he is in good standing with his ex — and the
agencies that enforce the orders.

You may discover that your guy is so far behind in his child
support or alimony payments that the plans you made to

build a life together just aren’t realistic, at least for the
moment. He might be keeping the bad news from you
because he doesn’t want to lose you — after all, you
are a catch! So if you have to make the hard decisions,
like postponing the wedding until he catches up on his
payments, remember that you are not putting off hap-

piness — you are ensuring it.

For now, just learn all you can about his settlement.
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The Nitty Gritty: Reopening a Divorce
You might think a divorce is a divorce is a divorce. Once finalized, it is
carved in stone for all eternity. Right? Wrong.

Although it is very rare, a divorce judgment can be reopened if there is
just cause. Here is a list of possible reasons a court may deem justifiable
for reopening your future husband’s divorce. Sit down with him and go
over the list.

If he (or his attorney) did any of these things on the list, there is a chance
your future hubby’s ex-wife could come back and start the hellish pro-
cess all over again. It is quite a feat to get a judge to agree to reopen the
case, and the process can cost both parties thousands of dollars. If she is
going to all that trouble she may be after something big.

Possible Reasons for Reopening Your Future Husband’s
Last Divorce:

If his ex-wife suspects (or accuses) your guy of committing
fraud in the divorce settlement, she may be able to get the
judge to revisit it. However, she must have proof of her claims.

If his ex-wife suspects (or accuses) your guy or his attorney of
misconduct, she may have a good case. Again, she must have
proof.

If his ex-wife can prove that your guy hid assets from her in
the course of the divorce proceedings, she will probably have
no problem getting a judge to reopen the divorce. And, if the
judge determines he did hide assets, he will most likely have
to hand over 100% of the assets he withheld. Just like Mrs.
Rossi had to hand over her lottery winnings.
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If his ex-wife feels the divorce settlement was extremely
one-sided in your fiancé’s favor and she has documentation
to prove it, the judge may agree to reopen the divorce.

Some settlements allow the court to reserve jurisdiction
over certain items to be decided at a later date. If his
ex-wife asked the court to reserve jurisdiction over
awarding alimony and then decides later she wants it, she
has a good chance of reopening the divorce. Her chances
are good because the divorce would be reopened only to
address the reserved issues, and would not alter the rest
of the terms of the original agreement.

Issues:
In an effort to get through the divorce proceedings quickly,
some issues may be overlooked or passed over entirely. If
your fiancé’s ex-wife realizes she should have asked for
her share of this or that at the time of the divorce settle-
ment, she may request that the court revisit the settlement
to address that issue.

If your fiancé’s ex-wife feels she was coerced into
agreeing to the divorce settlement and she presents a
solid argument, she may be able to convince the judge to
reopen the divorce based on “undue influence.”

Revisiting your fiancé’s divorce is probably not what you had in mind for
a fun, newlywed bonding experience. You were thinking hula lessons on
the pool deck or learning to sail. If your sweetie or his attorney did any of
the above, you may want to check into purchasing a parking space in
your attorney’s building to save on those steep hourly rates. Okay, it may
not be that bad. But it certainly isn’t a walk in the park.
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Remember, your future hubby can take steps to reopen his divorce if he
feels that she committed fraud, participated in misconduct, hid assets, or
in rare cases if he received an unfair settlement. Before you dress in your
cheerleading outfit and get behind his fight, remember there will be little
room for anything else in your lives until the case is closed. It had better
be worth it.

On the other hand, if there are unresolved issues that could impact your
husband or your family negatively, it may be worth reopening that aspect
of the settlement. Rushing through the divorce proceedings means some
things fall through the cracks, and it’s best to make sure there are no
“leaky faucets.”

85

Chapter Five. Divorce 101



Pop Quiz: Divorce Basics
Before we move on to your future hubby’s ongoing obligations to his
ex, let’s take a moment to regroup and make sure it’s all sinking in. Do
you think you have the divorce settlement basics down? Take this quick
pop quiz to find out how much you know for sure. (Don’t worry, there
are no essay questions!)

1) Even if your future hubby signed on the dotted line, he may still be
legally married.

2) If you live in a state with interlocutory laws, you can get married as
soon as the ink dries on your future husband’s divorce.

3) If your guy lives in a community property state, they both split the
goods down the middle.

4) Common law states divide assets based on what is considered “fair”
to both parties, which may or may not be equal.

5) In a divorce in a common law state, the length of the marriage is
never considered when dividing up the family jewels.

6) If your future hubby got a little sneaky with the asset valuation, his
ex-wife can come back and bite him in the ass.

7) Divorce attorneys and judges always take potential tax conse-
quences into consideration when dividing up the country house
and timeshares.

86

Every Single Girl’s Guide to Her Future Husband’s Last Divorce



8) If your future hubby’s ex-wife got “custody” of any genetic
material in the divorce settlement, he may end up paying child
support for children he has never even met!

9) Your future husband may have regular obligations to his ex-wife
and their children that could go on for decades.

10) If your guy has to pay capital gains taxes on the marital home, so
does she, no matter what.

11) When your guy makes a settlement arrangement with his ex that
is not spelled out in the divorce settlement, it can still be enforced
in court.

12) A can be used to properly transfer real estate in
all states except community property states.

*These answers are useful examples, but since every case is different,
always remember to consult a professional familiar with the laws in your
state for your particular situtation."
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Take Action!
Use this worksheet to get a handle on the details of your future hubby’s
divorce decree. It helps to see all of the information in one place, rather
than searching through documents to find the basic info you need.

Worksheet: My Future Hubby’s Divorce
The marriage was between:

The divorce finalized in which state?

Is it a common law or community property state?

Do you have a copy of the divorce decree?

Are you 100% sure it was finalized?
Check for the Judge’s signature on the order. If you have questions, call the court to make sure.

Does either party plan to appeal the judgment?

Was it a Do-it-Yourself divorce,
or did each party have a lawyer?

Did either party contest the divorce?

Did the divorce go to trial?

Did either party contest the settlement?

How long did the marriage last?

Did your fiancé and his ex-wife have any children together?

How many?

How is custody of the children defined between the parents?
Legal Custody Mother Father Joint Other
Physical Custody Mother Father Joint Other
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What are the visitation arrangements for the non-custodial parent?

How much child support is the non-custodial parent required to pay each
month?

What was the income attributed to each parent that was used to
determine child support?

When does the child support obligation end?

Has there been a change in income for either parent?

List the non-custodial parent’s other financial obligations to his/her
children as ordered by the court:
(e.g. health insurance coverage, life insurance policy naming children as beneficiaries,
private school and/or college tuition, summer camp, glasses, braces, etc.)

Is either party required to pay spousal support (alimony)?
How much?

If ordered, when does spousal support end?

Doe either party pay all-deductible family support?

How much?

Does the family support order specify an end date?

When?
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Do any of the support orders reduce or increase over time?

If so, how much and when?

Did either party keep the marital home?
If so, who?

What assets did your future husband receive in the settlement?

What assets did his ex-wife receive in the settlement?

What liabilities were allocated to your husband in the settlement?
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What liabilities were allocated to his ex-wife in the settlement?

Was biomaterial (sperm, frozen embryos) created during the marriage?

If so, how was it divided?

What method was used to value assets?

Was the valuation method the same for every asset?

Were tax consequences considered in the valuation of assets?

Did either party disagree about the value of assets?

Did either party disagree about the division of assets and liabilities?

Does your future husband have any lingering concerns about the fairness of his
divorce settlement?

Is there a chance his ex-wife may have similar concerns?
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Six
The Other Relationship

You and Your Future Hubby’s Ex-Wife
Before we get into the good, the bad, and the very ugly, let me share a few
thoughts with you about your relationship with the ex. You’re probably
thinking that you have no relationship with your fiancé’s ex-wife, so you
can just skip to the next chapter. Wrong.

Friendly, hostile, or downright combative, you have a relation-
ship with your future hubby’s ex-wife by virtue of your
intent to marry her former husband. If they had no
children, you could probably get away with
never seeing her. But you may bump into her
occasionally. The reality is, the woman who
was supposed to be a footnote in your guy’s
life, can become the main character in the
blink of an eye. Are you ready for that?

How you relate to the ex-wife can have a
dramatic impact on your financial vulnerability,
on your marriage, and on your family as a
whole. When you make a decision in advance
about how you plan to approach her (and talk about
her privately) dealing with the former Mrs. is less stressful
for all concerned.
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In this chapter we take an honest look at how your relationship with the
ex can affect you, her, your kids, her kids, and your guy. While my
techniques may not work in every situation, I also offer some practical
tips to help you achieve harmony in your home.

Who’s that Girl?
I guarantee, getting to know your future hubby’s ex-wife is not on the

wedding prep list of any bride in America — at least not yet. I am
not suggesting you invite her out for cocktails or take a

pottery class together. But it is in your interest to learn
what you can about what type of person she is.

The temptation to trash-talk the ex is strong in
most second wives, but what do you really know
about her? Unless your guy and his ex parted as
friends, had a fair divorce settlement and have
successfully moved on with their lives, there is

probably some animosity between them. If your
future hubby has even a tiny bit of hate for his ex, he

is probably not painting an accurate picture of her.

I’m not suggesting you poll her friends and family to find out her favorite
foods, deepest regrets, and hidden desires. Just start thinking of his ex as
a person; otherwise, you are dealing with a cartoon version of her; a pic-
ture painted by your guy that is most likely quite biased. There are two
sides to every story; you know this from your last breakup. So ask your
guy to expand on his description of her to include a bit more about what
she was like when she was with him. She also may have changed a bit
since then. Maybe they both have.

What you find out as you learn about his ex may help you if you have
issues with her in the future. It may also help you to anticipate conflicts,
and prepare for them. For example, if you learn that despite her nagging,
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and controlling ways, she paid his way through law school working
graveyard shifts at an all-night diner, you might:

a) gain some respect for her; and
b) find out if she got a fair settlement.

If she worked her butt off for him and ended up with less than she
deserved, you can be sure she will come after him to right those wrongs.

So who is the woman who once said, “I do” to your man? Is she accom-
plished and independently wealthy? Did she want the divorce or does
she still claim to love your guy? Has she moved on to a new life with a
new partner or does she live a lonely existence? Are her kids her whole
life, or has she achieved a healthy balance of family, work, and friends?

If she does think your guy owes her something, or if she still has lingering
feelings for him, your impending marriage may shatter any illu-
sions she still has of getting back at him — or getting him
back. Even after people get divorced, there is often still a
sense that they are a couple — an estranged couple, but
still two people who know more about each other
than anybody else.

When you enter the picture with plans to take her
place, it pretty much cements the deal, doesn’t it? This
may bring about a change in direction in her relation-
ship with him. It may spark her interest in finally pursuing
her “case” against him, for example. Or, it may just irritate her
so much that she may be unwilling to warm up to you.

Everything you learn about your sweetie’s ex-wife will help you to deal
with her as a real person, not a myth. A real person with flaws, just like
you. And if you think you’ll get dumped for being too nosy, think again.
On some level, he’ll respect you for it because you are showing that you
respect yourself enough to make sure you are protected.
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What Kind of Ex-Wife Is She?
I imagine being an ex-wife is pretty tough. It must be hard to watch her
former husband start a new life with a new wife, waving goodbye when
your kids head off with their Dad and new step-mommy. So much of her
former life is now yours, and it hurts.

Surviving a failed marriage, a divorce, and watching your husband marry
another woman is enough to turn a friendly gal into a diabolical schemer
(or that word that rhymes with “witch”). Even if she instigated the divorce,
that doesn’t necessarily mean she wanted your guy to get over her and
be happy with someone else. Seeing him with you might be enough to
trip her trigger, causing her to conjure up serious anger and the need to
protect her “territory.”

Your future hubby’s ex-wife may be one person with her kids and loved
ones, and someone entirely different to you, your guy, and his lawyers.
After all, she was his former flame. There were countless promises made,
dreams envisioned, plans shared, and all of that disappeared as soon as
the ink dried on the divorce decree.

I know you don’t want to think about your guy married to another
woman! But, imagine how she feels! Put yourself in her shoes. Her ex
husband’s new marriage can result in fierce — and unexpected — feelings
of jealousy, abandonment, and anger in even the most compassionate
souls.

Her ex-wife “personality” may change over time; she may come to a place
of forgiveness that leads to healing for all concerned, but she may also
become bitter and spend years making your life a living hell, with official
help — as you will read later.
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Of course, you may luck out and get an ex-wife that honestly wishes you
well…one that has no interest in meddling in your life or coming after
your guy for more money. If fortune does smile upon you, and your future
hubby’s ex-wife is the best you could possibly hope for, it does not mean
you don’t have to read this book! People change, circumstances change,
and you should to be prepared for all possible scenarios.

So What Kind of Ex-wife Is She?
Marrying a divorced man is a package deal:  ex-wife, sometimes kids,
and a whole lot of history. I want you to think about the type of ex-wife
you are getting in the deal, and how that may affect your marriage and
financial stability:

A. Does she avoid you at all costs or want to be your best friend?

B. Is she still close with your future hubby or has she cut ties
with him completely?

C. Does she seem hell bent on revenge or is she committed to
fairness?

D. None of the above.

I have an ulterior motive in making you delve into the world of
his past romance:  as you examine what type of ex-wife

he has, you will get clues as to how things went down
between your guy and the former Mrs. If she is

hostile, what is the reason behind her attitude?
Most second wives take their husband’s word for
how things transpired between him and his ex.
Of course you should be able to trust the man
you intend to spend the rest of your life with, but
there may be more to the story.
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It’s the “more” part I want you to consider, for so many reasons. Did she
want the divorce because he cheated on her? You might want to know
that little tidbit. What if it was just the opposite, and he divorced her
because she cheated on him? Your guy may have trust issues for quite
some time, which could cause stress in the intimacy department. Was
she totally shocked when he asked for a divorce? If so, she may be reluc-
tant to give up on the idea of happily-ever-after with your man.

If she acts like an adversary, why is she so cantankerous? Was he a real
$%!@* to her? When they were married, she had any number of options
(or weapons) to use against your guy:  withholding sex, four-hour
screaming matches, not coming home one night, and other not-so-
pretty tactics that all of us have used (or considered) at one time or
another.

Now that they’re divorced, the only recourse his ex has is to attack his
bank account or his relationship with their kids. If he was a Class-A jerk at
the end of their relationship, it’s not likely she will fade into the back-
ground anytime soon. So if his ex is a diva that could rival a daytime
soap’s best, find out why. Maybe she really is the witch that he says she
is, but maybe, just maybe, his actions caused her temporary insanity.

In an effort to minimize her presence, many second-wives-to-be quickly
pass judgment on the ex, labeling her this or that type of ex-wife without
really thinking about it. Throughout this book, I talk about the myriad
ways your future husband’s ex can reappear in your life; it’s best that you
figure her out before you plunk down that sizeable wedding gown
deposit.
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We Get Along Great
Having a healthy, even friendly, relationship with your future husband’s
ex-wife can be a wonderful thing. If there are children involved, it is

especially helpful, and can help them to feel less stressed
about their father’s remarriage.

I am a staunch advocate of diplomacy with the ex.
If you gathered all of the successful stepfamilies
together to solve international conflicts, we
would have them sorted out in no time.

However, if you and the ex are bosom buddies,
you may want to take a hard look at your

boundaries. With trusted friends, we reveal our
frustrations, our deepest desires, and other

intimate details of our lives. No matter how much
you like the first Mrs. Dreamboat; there are at least

three areas of your life that should not be on the approved
list of conversation topics.

Money

Whether it’s his, hers, or yours, never discuss money with your sweetie’s
ex-wife. As I mentioned in the previous section, things can change in an
instant, and the woman you call friend could soon be serving your man
with court papers. So, if you get that big promotion, keep it zipped. When
your guy buys the speedboat he always wanted, save the happy photos
of your first trip out on the lake for another friend.

Likewise, do not discuss money troubles. If your guy is downsized, you
need to take action to reduce any ongoing obligations to his ex-wife. Not
really a fun night of girl talk, is it?
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Marriage

The ups and downs of your relationship and subsequent marriage to her
former husband should be off limits when talking with his ex.

Women have an uncanny ability to develop a rapport with each other.
Put two women who hate each other in a locked bathroom for three
hours and they will come out fast friends. If you are not getting along
with your sweetie, resist the urge to call up your buddy (his ex) to
commiserate. Sure, she knows all about his brooding ways, but involving
her in your marriage troubles is a bad move and it will most surely cause
a rift between you and your man.

Likewise, if things are going swimmingly, shout it from the rooftops, but
make sure she’s at the movies when you do. Even if you and his ex
genuinely care for each other, she “had him first.”The last thing she wants
to hear about is how happy you are, especially if he did manage to alter
any of the behaviors she begged him to change when they were married.

Big, Bright Plans

Out of respect for the death of their shared dreams, keep your own
beautiful plans to yourself. She doesn’t really want to hear about the log
home you are building in Wyoming, and she definitely doesn’t want to
know about your second honeymoon cruising the Adriatic.

Save talks about your big, bright plans for other friends, because if you
are buying art in Santa Fe for the new wing on your house, it means you
and your guy are doing pretty well. If she feels even the tiniest bit jilted,
screwed over, or abandoned, it may inspire her to take another look at
the letter from Child Support Services promising they can get her an
increase, or to reconnect with her divorce attorney and have another
stab at the property division.
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Okay, that doesn’t leave much for you and the ex to talk about. But that’s
a good thing. Friendship with the ex blurs the boundaries that need to be
in place to protect your finances and your new marriage. So be friendly —
talk about politics, gardening, celebrities, books, great places to get sushi
— but save your intimate girl talk for someone else.

And if by some twist of fate you were friends with your
sweetie’s ex before you met him (à la Lifetime television

movie of the week), come to terms with the fact that
your friendship has to change.

The divorce industry is huge, employing hundreds of
thousands of people, many of whom get rich off
other people’s broken hearts. If all divorces were

amicable and final, and all support payments were fair,
the industry would dry up overnight. Your husband’s

ex-wife may be your best friend — until a little bird
whispers in her ear and fills her head with dreams of luxury

SUVs and a beachside condo in Maui.

Nice to Meet You — May I Help You Raise YourKids?
Stepchildren: a subject that requires its own book — they are out there,
and you should read them! If you inherit an instant family when you say,
“I do,” establishing a cordial relationship with the mother of your step-
children is absolutely essential. She will be entrusting her children to you
whenever they are with their father and she may feel threatened by your
presence and influence with her ex. Make an effort, be accommodating
and it will pay off for years to come.

Young stepmothers benefit from displaying a positive attitude toward
the first spouse. It will cost you nothing to be nice to the ex-wife, and
everything if you are not. A mother’s territory is as primal as it gets.
Challenge her in this area, and you are asking for trouble.
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When you consistently show the ex that you respect her role as mother,
the benefits are immeasurable. Here are a few tips to help you be a
happy step-mommy:

Tip #1: Honor the Mother and the Father

When the stepmother bends over backward to make supportive
comments about the biological mother it goes a long way toward
creating a trusting, unthreatening relationship with the children. It is
nearly impossible for young children to separate their own identity from
that of their parents. As a stepmother, when you have a positive attitude
toward both Mom and Dad, the kids experience that as you being
positive toward them.

Any derogatory comment about their mother, however
small, is hurtful and confusing for children. It is also
guaranteed to get back to her, and that spells
trouble with a capital “T.” Watch what you say, but
also what your body says. No rolling of eyes, no
dirty looks. Keep it all in check.

Tip #2: All Kids Are Equal

If you have your own kids coming into the
marriage, or plan to have them after you are married,
it is important to foster a feeling of equality among the
children. Jealousy and insecure feelings are bound to
come up no matter how healthy your mixed family is, but you
can minimize the impact of adjusting to new siblings by treating all of the
children with love, respect and sensitivity.
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Give each child an opportunity to express their views; use the same
parameters when rewarding or disciplining them; and go out of your
way to make everyone feel included. If your stepchildren only live with
you on weekends, or during summer vacation, be mindful of the fact that
they do not know what has transpired in the meantime. You can help
them feel connected by sending regular emails and letters, and calling
them to ask their opinion about where to go for the family vacation, or
even what kind of Christmas tree to get this year.

Tip #3: Pick Your Battles Wisely

Even if you have a Ph.D. in child development, do your best not to
interfere in how his ex is raising the kids. As long as she is not harming
the kids in any way, does it really matter if you disagree with her
parenting style? This is Pandora’s box, so be choosy about your battles.

Save your energy for the really important stuff; how
you determine what is significant enough to

warrant discussing with the ex, or addressing in
the courts, is up to you and your husband. But
if the kids are okay, keep your judgments to
yourself. You may be right, but is it worth it?

Tip #4: Consistency Is Key

For both families to run smoothly, both house-
holds have to follow the same set of rules. If she

has a no-TV-on-school-nights rule, so do you. If
she grounds one of the kids, they are grounded at

your house too. You and your husband may not agree
with his ex about all the rules, but it’s best to make an effort

to have one set for the kids to follow in both houses.
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Tip #5: Little Things Mean a Lot

Small gestures can earn huge rewards when it comes to the kids and her
relationship with them. Going out of yourway for the ex can put your
husband at ease, build a hefty balance in your goodwill bank,
and help you bond with your stepchildren.

Add a few important events to your calendar, such as
the ex-wife’s birthday and Mother’s Day, and then help
the kids make or purchase a present for their mom. This
used to be the job of your husband, and he may not feel
comfortable doing it any longer. Make sure the kids have
a holiday present for their mother. If she has been ill, have
them make her a get-well card.

Little things do mean a lot. You will not regret showing the mother of
your stepchildren that you care about her relationship with them.

Tip #6: Be the Calm in the Storm

Ongoing conflicts between your new spouse and his ex can leave you at
the mercy of both the angry exes and the stepchildren. When there is
bitterness between the exes, you will always have challenges in the
communication process and as much as you want to stay away from the
conflicts, you may be pulled into the fray. As a result, the children may
suffer from conflicting loyalties or feel they are betraying a parent.

Someone has to be a calming presence amidst chaos, and it might as
well be you. Getting involved can make you crazy. Let’s face it:  some of
these situations never get resolved. If you can stay out of it, it is your best
chance for survival.
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Conflict between you and the ex-wife puts your guy in the middle of a
bad situation and is hard on the kids. If you are going to have it out with
her, it had better be worth it.

If conflict is unavoidable, relegate it to a specific time and space. Make
your bedroom and the dinner table “divorce-free” zones. Give your
discussions about his ex-wife a time limit. Do whatever it takes to preserve
harmony in your home.

If you do get involved, remember to keep your rants private. Thanks to
the Internet, the world is one big small town, and you don’t want to get
caught on record bad-mouthing the ex.

Tip #7: Keep Your Eye on the Prize

It’s easy to lose sight of what is important — your love for this
man — when you are caught up in conflicts with his

ex-wife. When you stay focused on the love, it
helps you to take things in stride.

The prize is your happy marriage, your happy
life. It would be wonderful if your guy had
never hitched up to another post, but then
he would not be the man you fell in love
with. No amount of ranting, raving, or suing
can make her go away, so do yourself a

favor and make peace with her. If a treaty is
impossible (because she doesn’t want one)

then make peace with her in your heart.
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Take Action!
This may seem like a nice little journaling diversion in the midst of all of
this legal and forensic accounting, but I recommend you start keeping a
journal of “ex” events. So why not start now? First, learn what you can
about your future hubby’s ex. Then, make a plan to build a bridge where
you can meet her halfway. When it comes to managing conflict between
you and his ex, a little planning — and compassion — goes a long way.

Ex-Wife Questionnaire:

� Did his ex-wife want the divorce? If so, why?

� If she did not want the divorce, did she finally come to terms with
it, or does she still harbor a grudge?

� Does his ex-wife feel she was treated fairly in the divorce?

� Has his ex-wife remarried, or entered into a new relationship or
phase of her life in which she seems content?

� Does his ex-wife have concerns about you? If so, what are they?

� With respect to stepchildren, are there house rules or special
arrangements that you should be aware of and abide by in your
home?

Now, jot down her birthday, and make a note to help the kids find her a
gift and a card on that special day, along with Mother’s Day and any
other holidays your family celebrates.
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Call or email her to ask if you can meet for coffee. Let her know that you
want to hear if there are any special concerns or requests she has
pertaining to when the kids stay at your house.

If you are getting along well, give her your contact information so she
can call you directly with any timely notes (little Johnny has an ear
infection), or requests (do you mind picking the kids up 15 minutes early
on Friday?).
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Seven
The Ex Files

Three is definitely a crowd when it comes to marriage. Yet it is rare that a
second wife has absolutely no dealings with the first wife. If your guy has
kids, you’ll see her when you pick them up on Friday night, at school
plays, soccer games, and when she stands next to your husband for
family photos on your stepchild’s wedding day. She’s real, and even if
she’s sweet as pie, a complicated part of your husband’s life. And, she’s
not going anywhere.

If there are no kids, the ex may still be a part of your new life with hubby,
especially if he has ongoing obligations to her or co-owns any assets.
Even if he says, “she’s moved on,” it may not be true. At one time, she
probably loved your guy as much as you do now. And even if she didn’t
love him as much, she was still emotionally invested in her marriage.

This chapter covers some unpleasant, complicated subjects:  alimony/
spousal support, tax fraud, and even how to prepare for your future
hubby’s (possible) untimely death. In fact, it could be titled, “The Nitty
Gritty Chapter,” because of the detailed information. Take a deep
cleansing breath and dive in. I know you can do it!
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Attack of the Exes: What to Do if the
Ex Comes Back for More

In thriller movies, the dead guy is not necessarily dead until the credits
roll. We’ve all seen the scene countless times:  the heroine finally gets the
better of the killer, and then makes the mistake of stopping to catch her
breath. We know he’s not really dead, and as he creeps up behind her as
she dials 911, we want to scream, “He’s alive, you idiot!”

I don’t use this analogy to compare the ex to a psychopathic on-screen
killer. My point is, that rarely do we see the bad stuff coming. We think
our future hubby’s divorce is in the past, and the ex is safely ensconced in
his former life, far away from your dreams, plans, and bank account. I am
here to tell you, she can “rise from the dead,”at any time, and rarely is it to
exchange pleasantries and shopping tips.

Of course, there are plenty of ex wives who try to get more money from the
ex husband when they don’t really need it, and the state is happy to support

their pursuits because the state can make a commission for
every dollar they collect (more on that later).

The ex may feel she’s entitled to more of his money
because of “what he put her through.” This puts
her in a tug of war with the current wife, who
doesn’t feel the ex deserves any of his money.
The ex-wife feels it is within her rights to get
more, and the current wife feels that the court-
ordered money the ex is receiving is more than

enough.

If you find yourself in this tug of war, remember to
focus on facts, not feelings. The court of opinion rarely

rules in favor of the second wife, so concentrate your efforts on
the court of law.
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The Dreaded A-Word: Alimony
Although according to the US Census alimony is awarded in less than
15% of all divorces nationwide, there are first wives who are still
supported by their ex-husbands. For successful single girls
who have paid their own way for years, relying on a guy to
pay your grocery bill seems almost archaic.

Alimony can be a dirty word to second wives, often
viewed as taking money from the second wife and the
new family. While there certainly are ex wives with ulterior
motives and no interest in earning their own income, there
may be a justifiable reason why she was awarded spousal
support in the first place.

If she dropped out of college and put her career on indefinite hold in
order to get him through two hundred years of med school, residency,
and specialization board exams, she may need the support while she
starts over from scratch. If his ex raised three kids on her own while your
guy stayed late at the office and climbed the corporate ladder, she may
also need assistance creating a new life when they get divorced.

Here’s the tricky part:  Whatever the reason for ordering alimony, if your
guy was married for ten years or more, the courts can award his ex
ongoing alimony for life! That means she can still collect support from
your guy long after she becomes the top real estate developer in the
tri-state region.

Unlike child support, which usually ends when the child reaches majority
(as long as all payments have been made), alimony could go on forever.
Okay, just until she dies or remarries. That’s right, if the court orders that
the alimony is non-modifiable, no change in circumstance will change
what he has to pay out to her each month.
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Even if he doesn’t have to pay her now, there is always a chance that the
court has retained jurisdiction to award alimony at a later time, so find
out exactly what the terms are.

Alimony/spousal support, family or child support, whatever his obliga-
tions to his ex, your guy may be tied to her for quite some time. It is
unnerving at best to think she may come back for more, and more, and
more — at any time. But you knew your guy had baggage when you
agreed to make room for him in your closet. What you have to do now is
set your emotions aside and take steps to protect his finances — and
yours.

How Courts Determine Alimony/
Spousal Support

If your future husband pays alimony to his ex, it is helpful to know how the
courts determine alimony, so you can understand how the law was
applied in his divorce. That way, if his ex-wife has a change in circum-
stance and appears no longer to need his ongoing financial support, you
have a place to start.

In the same way, understanding the method used to determine his
ex-wife’s alimony award will give you a clue as to how vulnerable your
guy may be to future legal issues with her. If the judge refused to
consider her arguments and did anything that seemed to favor your
future hubby, it’s a safe bet that she’s not happy with her monthly check
(or lack thereof). If alimony was a hot issue in the divorce settlement and
the court retained jurisdiction on the issue, or if the time hasn’t passed
for her to file an appeal, it could come up again, and you and your guy
need to be prepared.
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Determining alimony involves many factors that are open to interpreta-
tion. It’s not hard to see how the process could get contentious. After all,
each party places a different value on a particular action, sacrifice, etc., as
does the judge.

In general, these are the factors most apt to be taken into account in
awarding of alimony:

� The court looks at the net income (after
taxes and union dues) of both husband and wife to determine
her need and his ability to pay.

� In some states, the court evaluates
future income earning potential when determining alimony. This
could be everything from his or her a) potential financial wind-
falls due to profit sharing, partnership, etc., b) college degree
that could help a non-working spouse to get a decent paying
job, c) ability to return to a lucrative career that had been aban-
doned or put on hold, d) an inheritance that earns interest or
creates a standard of living that allows the person to not work.

�
disability or the need to care for the couple’s children. If

the situation is temporary, the courts may award “transitional
alimony,” until the spouse in need becomes self-supporting.

� Some states take into consider-
ation the standard of living the couple enjoyed while married.
However, it may not be a consideration for both spouses. So, his
ex-wife could be awarded enough alimony to continue living in
their marital McMansion while he’s sleeping on a futon in his
studio apartment. This is not always the case, but if children are
involved, the court may consider her standard of living along
with the children’s standard of living and award her enough to
continue living in the style she has grown accustomed to.
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� The court will take all pre-nuptial and
post-nuptial agreements between spouses into consideration
when determining alimony. However, pre-nuptial agreements
have been thrown out, and a good attorney may be able to pull
it off (less often with post-nuptial agreements).

� If a spouse is ordered to pay alimony, the
amount he or she has to pay may be reduced if other payments
were made. For example, if your guy paid off the credit card debt,
and bought her out of the house, the courts may reduce her
alimony because a) her financial burden is lessened, and b) she
received a big cash settlement.

� The courts almost always consider how long
the divorcing couple was married, and if it was for a very short time,
may not award any alimony at all.

Alimony payments are paid in a number of ways, including monthly,
periodic, and also in a lump sum payment, usually soon after a settle-
ment is reached. Fifteen states allow lump sum payments: Alaska, Florida,

Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Nevada, New Mexico, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia,

and Wyoming.

Alimony may also be combined with child support,
which may be referred to as All-Deductible Family
Support. It is important to note that when determin-
ing family support, the courts are less likely to
consider the custodial parent’s income. This is gener-

ally because the courts do not want to consider
anything that may reduce child support.
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So, if your guy pays alimony, it is likely his ex-wife’s income and income
earning potential were considered when determining the amount of the
award. But if he pays child or family support, depending on the state, her
earning potential may not have been considered at all.

Courts generally do not impute income to the custodial parent more than
actual earnings because it will reduce child support, for which the courts
and the state earn a commission. So while it would be fair and equitable
and all courts have the right to do so, my study of over 1,000 cases
showed that in cases where the custodial mother purposely reduced her
income, the court usually used the new lower figure. In cases where the
noncustodial father purposely reduced his income, it was nearly always
imputed back to the original higher amount, or even higher.

Faulty Family Support
Determining family support can be messy business, with so many
different methodologies and factors to consider. It can often leave the
non-custodial parent with barely enough money to buy groceries. In the
case of Marriage of Schulze (1997) 60 Cal.App.4th 519, the court ordered
the noncustodial parent (father and former husband) to pay his ex-wife
$2,713 in child support for their three children, and an additional $914 in
temporary spousal support, for a combined award of $3,626 in family
support per month. These figures were based on Santa Clara County
guidelines, and the assumption that Mr. Schulze had an after-tax income
of $5,709 per month.

However, because it was assumed that alimony and unallocated family
support could serve as a tax deduction for Mr. Schulze, the court ordered
him to pay an additional $1,152 in family support, for a total of $4,778 per
month. The court assumed he would be able to deduct the entire
amount from his taxes, which would increase his net income. The IRS did
not agree. The alimony and family support sections in the chapter,
“Protecting Your A$$ets,” cover issues with the IRS.
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Even if Mr. Schulze could deduct the entire amount of family support —
and the IRS says he can’t — he still would not see that tax reduction on his
paycheck. So, his $5,709 per month in after-tax income (as previously

determined by the court) would have to cover the $4,780 in family
support, plus all of his own living expenses. That leaves him

with $929 to work with each month, paying out 83% of his
net income in family support.

This case may sound outrageous and you may think it is
a fluke or that there was some kind of extenuating
circumstances. But no, this is what can happen in family

court and is the primary reason I say, “Do whatever it
takes to stay out of family court.” Go to mediation,

co-parenting counseling, see a priest, whatever it takes, because
family court is like Russian roulette, you just never know how it

will end.

Alimony may also be combined with the marital property settlement,
which is called an Integrated Property Settlement Agreement. This type
of agreement is often implemented when in addition to alimony
payments, there are substantial amounts of future assets to be divided
(investments, pension plans, sale of art or collectibles, etc.), or if one
spouse is buying the other out of the marital home or business.

Keep in mind that property settlements are not deductible on your tax
return. So make sure if the settlement agreement he signed has that title,
that what is and isn’t deductible is clearly spelled out. Property settle-
ments are not. Alimony is. Sending one check for both is a big no-no!

It’s important to note that alimony payments can go up. So when you do
your family budget, find out if your guy is obligated to increase his
alimony payments for any reason. The divorce settlement could have a
built-in agreement to modify alimony at a set time, which must be court
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approved to be enforced, such as, if and when your guy begins to earn
more money, or a (COLA), that allows for
annual increases. In the case of a COLA, the increase is based on an
economic gauge such as the rate of inflation.

So when does it all end? Well, that depends. Some settlements provide
for lifetime alimony; all should cease when the receiving spouse
remarries or dies; but most end at a pre-determined date.

Some alimony orders are modifiable, and can be reduced or eliminated due
a change in circumstance, and others are not modifiable. Some alimony
orders can be modified temporarily, but not permanently. So girls, get the
skinny on the alimony. You may be pleasantly surprised (or not) at what
you discover. Regardless, you will have knowledge, which is half the
battle in protecting your own assets, and that of your new family.
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Is she really getting alimony? If his ex-wife receives
regular payments from your guy, it could actually be

her property settlement, which the court ordered
paid over time in lieu of alimony. If one spouse is
dependent on the other, the court may forego
alimony in favor of monthly or periodic payments
of the marital property settlement instead, to help

the dependent spouse become financially
independent. But does she understand that that monthly
check is not alimony and will not go on forever? And does
your guy understand that property settlements are not tax
deductible? Hmmmm…
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Do I Smell Tax Fraud? Or Is that Alimony?
A major area of financial vulnerability in a divorce is income tax. Getting
married, having children, getting divorced — these are life changes that
impact your income tax responsibilities in multiple ways. As a result,
many people, even if they consult with a CPA, make major mistakes on
their income tax return that can add up to a fortune in unpaid taxes and
fees. Without even knowing it, your future hubby could be committing
tax fraud!

Do you want the good news or the bad news first? I like to start things on
a positive note, so here’s the good news:  your hubby can deduct his
alimony payments on his tax return. The bad news is there are so many
caveats and restrictions on those deductions he could be committing tax
fraud without even knowing it!

And now, the really bad news.

If the IRS decides to disallow alimony deductions, the
recapture can go all the way back to the beginning,
even if that was 20 years ago! So what was a nice
deduction to ease the sting of alimony becomes a
hefty tax bill of penalties and interest.

Got that? If he screws it up, which is so easy to do, the IRS
could come after him for the taxes they feel he should have
paid, plus penalties for late payment and interest, which keep
accruing until the debt is paid off.

If you and your guy are filing your income taxes jointly, this is your debt
too. Even if you file separately, the issue could have a dramatic effect on
your life, so it’s worth it to learn the basics. Your CPA should be up on the
nuances of alimony deductions, but you should know which questions
to ask, and what to watch out for.
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Here is the IRS established criteria for payments to be deducted as
alimony:

� Payments must have been made in cash (check) as opposed to
credit card or good or services.

� Payments must be pursuant to a divorce or separation agreement,
i.e. a written agreement ordered by a court. A verbal or voluntary
agreement is not good enough! It must be a legal obligation, legally
enforceable.

� The written agreement cannot say that payments are not to be
treated as alimony.

� The parties cannot live together.

� The payments must terminate upon the death of the payee
(although the tax court has ruled that state law proves this
point, in order to nail this one home, it’s still a good idea to put
this in writing).

� None of the payments can be earmarked for child support. If the
order says “for the support of spouse and children,” that’s your
first red flag.

� Payments beyond $10,000 in any year are alimony only if they are
required to be made for at least six consecutive years (court orders
for spousal support in the amount of $1,000 per month for 5 years
is not alimony).

While this may seem straightforward, there are other rules that can get a bit
confusing. For example, if your guy and his ex agree to a lump sum buyout
of alimony payments, rather than ongoing payments, it is considered a
property settlement. Property settlements are not deductible, so if he claims
the alimony buyout on his tax return, he’s looking at a whole lot of interest
and penalties!
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Another odd rule seems to penalize your guy for trying to “do the right
thing.” If he sets up a trust specifically to ensure the timely payment of
alimony to his ex, he can’t deduct the payments! Why? Because tech-
nically, the trust is making the payments, not him. So, even though he
funded the trust, he cannot claim the deduction.
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If your guy is obligated to pay life insurance
premiums on a policy covering himself that
names his ex as beneficiary, he can only deduct
those payments if she owns the policy. If he owns the policy,
the payments are not deductible. Likewise, if his ex is living
rent-free, or if he is making mortgage payments on her
home, your guy cannot claim these deductions unless she
owns the house — her name, and only her name, on the title.

Heaven has no rage like love to
hatred turned nor hell a fury like
a woman scorned.

—William Congreve



The Pitfalls of Family Support
Family Support is a combined payment of child support and alimony,
which is supposedly fully deductible. The IRS Tax Court ruled that “all
inclusive” family support payments can be allowed because certain state
legislatures declared that “the practice of awarding all-deductible family
support is in the best interest of the child.” According to the IRS, the
caveat to this provision requires that the family support end before or
after a window of time so complex that I needed a graph to explain it.
The simple explanation is that you cannot modify family support for
6 months before or after any “happening of a child.” A happening could

be graduating from high school, moving out, going off to
college, joining the military, getting married.…For

two children, the time doubles, so the rule is one
year before or after. You can see this is a tick-

ing bomb for families paying family support
who have no idea about the restrictions of
when they can stop. My advice is to
switch over to separate alimony and child
support when the oldest child turns 16.
You’ll want to work all the details out with
a knowledgeable CPA.

To give you a better idea of what you’re
looking at, I have developed an online tool for

you to calculate your “safety zone,” kind of like
natural family planning. You can register to use it

for free at:

www.everygirlsguides.com/fscheck.htm

Many people do not realize that family support orders can violate tax
laws, because the orders rarely include language referring to when the
support ends, and when it does, the language gives the IRS all the ammo
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they need to prove it was child support. Again, your guy could be
looking at recapture here, so be very careful.

If your guy agreed to family support in lieu of separate child support and
alimony payments, make sure the agreement does not designate any
portion specifically for child support. Look closely, because even if it the
agreement does not spell it out, the mere suggestion is enough to be a
red flag.

For example, if family support is $3,000 per month, to be reduced to
$1,000 per month when the child reaches eighteen, the IRS may view the
difference of $2,000 per month as child support. So, if your guy has
dutifully paid family support for ten years, and deducted the full amount
on his taxes, he could be looking at $240,000 in income he would have
recaptured for tax, interest and penalties. Yikes! If this sounds like your
guy’s situation, it’s worth a trip to the attorney to talk about a Stipulated
Modification.

Paying close attention to the rules of all tax deductions in relation to your
future hubby’s last divorce can save you a whole lot of cash and heart-
ache. Again, working with a CPA or qualified tax professional to help you
wade through the ever-changing landscape of tax law is money well
spent.

Now go treat yourself to a facial — you earned it!
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Is there Life after Death?
If your husband dies, the last person you want to deal with is his ex-wife.
The loss of your spouse, coupled with issues of inheritance and death
benefits, makes people do strange things. Even if you haven’t heard a
peep from his ex for your entire marriage, don’t be surprised if she
becomes a tornado if he dies.

His ex-wife may not want to deal with you either, but you
both may have a lot to sort out in the event of your

husband’s death. If there are standing agreements
regarding property, retirement plans, and life

insurance that date back to his divorce, at a
minimum you will be dealing with her attorney.
If the situation becomes contentious, you may
even find yourself in court.

When your life changes in a major way, such as
getting married or having children, you must

update your estate planning. Both you and your
future hubby should review and make necessary

changes to your wills, living trusts, life insurance
policies, and any other asset that would transfer to the

spouse at time of death.

Especially if your guy has kids from his previous marriage, making
arrangements is critical. Just because your guy is gone, does not mean
his child support obligations automatically end. His estate can be liable
for the support of his child. If he pays alimony, then the estate may have
to pick up that tab as well.
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And don’t forget your own kids. Even if they are mere blips on the radar,
he still should provide for “his wife and any future children from that
union” in his will. If he dies after you have a child, but before you make it
back to the attorney’s office, you and your baby should be provided for
according to his intent.

Here are a few questions to ask yourself to get a better idea of the scope
of the issue:

� Has your future hubby changed his will since his divorce? What
about a living will, which may name his ex-wife as his medical
power of attorney?

� Does he have a life insurance policy? If he does, is the ex still the
beneficiary of the policy? Is he required to do that, by court
order?

� How has he provided for his children in the event of his death?
Does this match the support orders?

� Does his divorce decree stipulate any transfer of property or
assets to the ex or her children upon his death? Does the ex
have a QDRO?

What the Heck Is a QDRO?
A Qualified Domestic Relations Order (QDRO) is a court order that
recognizes the rights of another party to your future hubby’s retirement
annuity. The other party could be you, one of his dependents, or his
ex-wife. If your guy has a retirement plan, it most certainly came into play
when he got divorced. Find out if his ex has rights to his retirement plan,
and what that would mean for you in the event of his death.

127

Chapter Seven. The Ex Files



This is complicated stuff, and you can learn more about it at the end of
this chapter in “The Nitty Gritty.” Please, don’t skip over it. As complicated

as it sounds now, it will blow your mind if you have not addressed
this issue and your husband dies unexpectedly.

I know, I know, you’re thinking, “Adryenn, I just want to
get married!” You want to spend your time finding the
perfect bikini for your honeymoon, not stuck in the
offices of your financial planner and attorney.
Remember, I am here to help save you grief, frustration,
and cash. If your guy suddenly dies, though, and you

had nothing in order, you will wish you had taken an
afternoon to sort it all out. (Besides, do you actually think

you’ll be wearing a bikini on your honeymoon? Trust me, it
won’t make it out of your suitcase!)

What about My Estate?
By the time you get around to marrying Mr. Right, you’re an established,
successful girl who brings a lot to the table. You may have amassed a
hefty 401(k), a house, and a stock portfolio. Even if you already have an
estate plan for the division of your assets, when you marry, you need to
revisit those plans and make sure they reflect your new life.

First and foremost, you want to ensure that if your future hubby has
ongoing modifiable support obligations, any provisions you made for
him in your estate plans are designed to provide for his support, not his
creditors! You never want to allow your assets to be subject to seizure for
these obligations, even after your death.
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When my husband and I had our son, I changed my estate plan
again, leaving everything to my son. I added a provision that he
would not inherit until he was thirty-five, and until then, my
husband (and another family friend) would be the
custodian of his assets. My assets could be used to provide
for my son’s support if needed, but could never be used to
pay my husband’s creditors, including his ex.

Go over everything with a fine-toothed comb, and consult with a profes-
sional to make sure you get it right. The family court system gets
incentives to extract as much money as possible from as many families
as possible. Your family unit is depending on you to design an estate
plan that keeps the maximum amount of money in your family.

Beyond the grief,, one of the most difficult aspects of death is the
tremendous amount of legal wrangling, paperwork, and
decision-making that surviving spouses have to endure.
By doing your homework now, and creating a plans
for both you and your husband, you save untold
frustration and pain.

Okay, so maybe you want to wait until after the
honeymoon to entertain these thoughts. I
understand. No problem. Just promise your-
self you will take care of estate planning issues
in the first six months of your marriage. You
should be coming up for air right about then.
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The Nitty Gritty: A Deeper Look at
Death Benefits and the QDRO

The goal of estate planning is to ensure the surviving family members
are provided for through life insurance, retirement benefit payouts, and
other property inheritance. When you are the second wife, estate planning
is absolutely vital.

As discussed earlier, a Qualified Domestic Relations Order is a court
order that recognizes the rights of another party to the retirement
annuity in the event of the holder’s death. Here are few more key facts
about the QDRO:

� The QDRO applies to benefits paid out after death, or at the time
of retirement, so it can affect you and your guy even when he’s
still alive and kicking.

� Even if his ex did not have a QDRO in hand before your hus-
band died, his retirement account can be accessed for unpaid
child support using a nunc pro tunc QDRO, meaning, “as now for
then.” If retirement benefits are used to pay unpaid child sup-
port, the plan participant — your man — is responsible for all
taxes.

� If the plan administrator did not approve the QDRO, this could spell
problems, and you will surely have to deal with his ex — again.

� It is possible that the particular plan your guy has will only allow
one surviving spouse. If his ex has a QDRO, she may have the
status of surviving spouse according to the plan, which leaves you
with no claim to the benefits.
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My advice is to consult with your attorney and financial planner to put
your ducks in a row with respect to your future husband’s estate, and
yours.

Here are a few other factors to consider:

� Has your future hubby changed his will since his divorce? What
about a living will, which may name her, not you, as his medical
power of attorney?

� Does he have a life insurance policy? If he does, is the ex still the
beneficiary of the policy?

� Who “owns” the insurance policy? If it is a whole life policy with
equity, was the equity assigned to his first wife? If he continued
to make payments after his divorce, who inherits the increase in
equity in the policy?

� Can he change the beneficiary of the policy after his ex remar-
ries or the children emancipate?

� Is your guy still insurable?

� Would you miss his income if he dies and does not provide a
life insurance payout for you?
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While we are on the subject of death, it is a good idea to make sure that if
your husband pays child support, any life insurance assets are not in his
name. If your guy owes child support, any life insurance payout can be
seized to pay child support, until the order is satisfied, which could go on
for years, depending on the age of his children.

Just because an obligated spouse dies does not mean his child support
obligation stops. In fact, I know of one case in which a man’s ex-wife
passed away and custody was immediately transferred to him. The Child
Support Enforcement Agency, however, continued to enforce the child
support order for another six months until the court ordered he could
stop paying — to his deceased ex-wife. Imagine having to deal with three

grieving kids while shelling out 60% of your gross income to an
estate, and supporting the kids with the remaining 40% at

the same time.

One solution is to have your living trust “own” the
life insurance policy, which excludes the payout
from his estate tax calculations, and ensure the
policy goes directly to you. Encourage your
future husband to set up a life insurance policy
designated to satisfy the child support order
(and alimony, if applicable) in the event of his

death. If he does set one up, consider notifying
his ex-wife and her attorney. If she knows her ex

has provided for this unfortunate scenario, she may
be less likely to come after his estate in the event of his

death.
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Take Action!
I have good news for some of you:  If your guy does not have kids or pay
alimony, you can skip this homework and catch up on Grey’s Anatomy
instead. But, if he has kids or pays alimony, copy these action steps into
your calendar and label them, “priority” with a capital “P.”

1. If your guy pays alimony, find out whether the court has juris-
diction over the term of alimony, and if the alimony is modifiable.

2. Learn the terms of the alimony:  how much is to be paid, if an
increase is built in, if it is temporary or lifetime, and if it is combined
with any other payouts.

3. Dig out those tax returns. Make sure your guy has not made the
common mistake of deducting his spousal support improperly, or
deducting the property transfer as if it were alimony (where
applicable).

4. Schedule a meeting with the CPA ensure your guy did not inadver-
tently commit tax fraud by deducting family support as alimony.
Remember, the IRS can come back to him years after he files his tax
return, so just because they haven’t found it yet, do not assume they
won’t find it. If there is an issue, they can come knocking eventually.
Maybe not today. Maybe not tomorrow. But soon. Very soon.

5. Go over estate plans — yours and his — with your financial planner,
CPA, and/or attorney.
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Eight
Beauty and the Beast

If your guy doesn’t have kids, you probably think you can skip this
chapter. However, you may want to share this with a friend whose
husband does have kids from a previous marriage. You also may choose
to read on to learn why every worker in America is tracked by the “Beast”
in a federal database called the National Directory of New Hires (NDNH)
regardless of whether or not they have kids.

If your guy has kids from his previous marriage, he has likely paid, or
continues to pay child support. This may be a distant reality as you
decide between fish or chicken, white cake or chocolate, but it will hit
home in a big way when you start planning for your own family.

In this chapter we will cover the basics of child support,
whether it is possible to change child support orders
and how, and some little known facts about wage
garnishment and college expenses. (Hint:  This
may be a great time to reach for the Ben and
Jerry’s!)
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Quick Quiz: Child Support Basics
Before we go further, let’s find out how much (or how little) you know about
child support. Take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Don’t
worry. I’ll give you the answers when you’re done!

1. Your future hubby’s kids are all grown up, which means:
A. No more child support
B. He has to keep paying through the college years
C. He may have thousands left to pay

2. Your future hubby paid his child support in full, which means:
A. His days of monthly payments are over
B. He may have to pay additional child support
C. He still has to pay if his adult child continues to live at home

with the mother

3. The ex never wanted the child support, which means:
A. She can still get all of the support she was awarded, plus

interest and penalties
B. She has to prove she needs the support
C. He has to prove he provided other financial support
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Just because your stepchildren are over eighteen does not mean your
future husband is finished paying child support. If your guy did not make all
of his payments, the ex-wife can take him to court to see that he does. This
means that even if his kids are middle-aged, she can come after him for
unpaid support.

Even if your guy dutifully paid child support, and his youngest child is old
enough to meet you for margaritas, he could still end up paying more child
support than the court ordered. If his ex claims he did not pay some or all of
the support, the burden of proof is on your guy. If he cannot prove that he
paid because the records are long gone, he could have to pay the same
support over again.

In cases not related to child support, a “laches” defense would be just the
ticket. It is used when the prejudice placed on the defendant to defend him-
self outweighs the right of the plaintiff. But this defense does not apply to
child support.

Even if she said she didn’t need or want the support, his ex can go to court
to get the all of the child support that was ordered. Add on penalties and
interest, and your guy is looking at quite a bill. And, the interest and penal-
ties still accrue until the debt is paid in full. Even if he paid for swimming
lessons, braces, and half of his kid’s private school tuition, his ex can still get
the child support the court originally ordered.

So, how many did you get right? Were you surprised by any of the answers?

It’s time to find out just how much child support he owes, and how long he
will have to pay it. In fact, there’s a good chance that he does not know the
correct answers to my little quiz. If he is zero for 3, you can be sure that
there is more to his story.
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Hefty Penalties for Nonpayment
Where child support is concerned, a little ignorance can cost a whole lot
of cash. If your future husband does not pay his child support, he will
incur penalties and interest. And he could find himself in contempt of
court, which can lead to additional fines, the loss of his driver’s license,
the loss of any professional licenses — to practice law, medicine, etc. —
community service, and even jail time.

It is imperative that you know ahead whether your guy is up to date or in
the child support collection system. So many things could go terribly,
terribly wrong.

For example, if your future husband’s children live in another
state, his failure to pay child support could lead to fines

and imprisonment under federal law. The Deadbeat Par-
ents Punishment Act (Title 18 of the U.S. Code, § 228)
allows the government to exact these punishments if
the unpaid child support balance exceeds $5,000, or if
no payments have been made for more than one year.
The feds get involved because they claim child support

involves interstate commerce when payments are sent in
the mail across state lines. However, they exceeded their

jurisdiction when they require all cases, whether interstate or
instate, to be held to the same standards. The states go along with

this because the feds feed them billions of dollars for prosecuting child
support cases.

So what if your future husband did make all of his payments, but a
computer error shows he is delinquent? I hate to be the bearer of bad
news, but it could take months, even years to clear it up. In the meantime,
any of the punishments we just went over could come down on him.
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Time to get busy, get informed, and get help if you need it. If you spend
your time registering for espresso machines and guest towels and don’t
look at this, you and your guy could be in for a world of hurt. That
doesn’t just mean putting off buying that lakeside vacation home; it
means all of your plans could go up in smoke.

Why the Caseworker Is Not Your Friend
In a perfect world, yourguy could call up a caseworkerand get it straightened
out. But social workers assigned to child support enforcement are over-
worked, which means if your guy has a complicated problem like fixing a
computer-generated error, he’s in trouble.

For example, in 2002, in South Dakota caseworkers each had an average
of 274 cases, and could only spend 35 minutes per month on each case.
You can imagine how difficult it would be to even get this person on the
phone, let alone solve a problem in a timely fashion.
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When was the last time your future hubby read his
child support payment statement? If he is
behind on support, how does the system apply
the new payments? The correct method is to

apply payments first to the current support, then to any
arrearages, and then to interest on his arrearages, if your
state charges interest. If your guy suspects his payments
are not being applied properly, an inquiry should be made.



For this reason, you must be well prepared. Your future hubby’s conver-
sations with his caseworker have to be short, sweet and to the point, and
he will must have all his backup documentation in hand. My advice is to
see his caseworker in person. It can be challenging to get an appoint-
ment, but it could actually take longer over the phone. I know of one
custodial mother who waited on hold for six hours just to talk to her
caseworker.

We’ll cover how to protect your husband from computers, human
errors, and an ex-wife who seeks to exploit the situation, later in this
chapter. You will also learn how to protect your own assets as they relate
to your future husband’s child support obligations in the upcoming
chapter, “
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Federal law mandates that all state child support
agencies have a contract, in many states called an

“interagency agreement” that sets up a subcontractor
relationship between the two entities. If you go to court,
look around at who is in the room. The Judge/Commissioner/

Hearing Officer, the Prosecutor/Child Support Attorney,
even the Public Defender in contempt cases, are all paid out
of the same pot. The contracts I have read even go so far as
to imply that if the requested orders are not made, the court
will not be paid! That’s appears to be a conflict of interest,
and it contributes to the reasons why you can never predict
the outcome in court.



How Courts Determine Child Support Orders
Each state has its own guidelines for the determination of child support,
so get familiar with how your state (or the state in which your step-
children live) does the calculations. Each state has its own “Child Support
Guidelines,” which ought to make it possible for child support to be
determined outside of the court system.

But many states, like California, have a kind of “black box”
formula based on the theoretical economic cost to
raise a child. It’s an algebraic equation that has little
or nothing to do with how much it actually costs to
raise a child. Those states find it very difficult to
deviate from the guideline. However, the guidelines
can be set aside for clearly identifiable extenuating
circumstances. Again, this differs from state to
state, so get familiar with the rules that govern your
situation.

Thirty-four states use the “income shares” guidelines, where
the incomes of both parents are considered to determine how much
“disposable income” each parent has to contribute to the support of the
child. That amount is then pro-rated based on the amount of time the
child spends with each parent.

At this time, the states that follow the income shares method are
Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Idaho,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia,
and Wyoming.
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You may be wondering whether they consider the gross or net income of
both parents? Again, it differs from state to state. Alabama, Arizona,
Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,

Missouri, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah,

Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin consider the
gross income of each parent. Whereas, California,

Connecticut, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Ver-
mont, Washington, and Wyoming consider
the net income of each parent.

Twelve states use the “percent of obligor
income” guidelines, where a percentage of

the non-custodial parent’s income is taken,
with no consideration for how much the cus-

todial parent earns. It makes no difference if the
custodial parent earns $5,000 per year, or

$1,000,000 per year; the noncustodial parent has to
cough up the same amount regardless. This seems unfair to

many non-custodial parents, and it may be part of the reason why the
states that use this method for calculating child support often compen-
sate for that perceived unfairness by nearly doubling the standard “every
other weekend” parenting time schedule.

The states that follow the percent of obligor income method are Alaska,
Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nevada, New Hamp-
shire, New York, North Dakota, Texas, and Wisconsin.

Of the twelve states that use the percent of obligor method, Georgia,
Mississippi, Nevada, New York and Wisconsin calculate child support
based on the non-custodial parent’s gross income. Alaska, Arkansas,
Illinois, Minnesota, New Hampshire, North Dakota, and Texas base the
calculation on the non-custodial parent’s net income.
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The District of Columbia and Massachusetts use a hybrid method to
calculate child support, and Delaware, Hawaii and Montana use the
Delaware-Melson method. The hybrid method uses gross income to
calculate child support, whereas the Delaware-Melson method uses net
income. Although often debated, “net income” typically means gross
income minus mandatory deductions and taxes. This includes
deductions for union dues, taxes, disability and other required payments.

Finally, how one state applies the method may vary slightly from other
states, so contact the Child Support Enforcement Agency in your state foran
explanation of theirmethodology. You will find a complete contact list in the
Appendix of this book. While arguing about methodology will not change
your circumstance (unless you are a politician), knowing your state’s meth-
odology can help you ensure your future husband is not paying more than
he is required to pay by law. And if he is the custodial parent, you can deter-
mine whether his ex-wife is paying less than she should be paying.

A key factor to remember when calculating child support in a Net Income
state, is that you may have had deductions in the previous year that you
will not have this year. For instance, if you recently sold your home, last
year you had a mortgage interest deduction, that decreased
the amount of tax you pay. If you do not have a mortgage
now, you won’t have that deduction and you will owe
more taxes.

Make sure that variable is covered in your child
support calculation. If the child support agency
refuses to allow you to use your current income
and tax level, I’d inquire about the State level
complaint process. California has a simple form
you can use, and every state should have an
ombudsman who is tasked with helping you file the
complaint. But remember, they are on the same payroll
as the agency you are complaining about.

143

Chapter Eight. Beauty and the Beast

… “net income”
typically means

gross income
minus mandatory

deductions
and taxes.



Garnishment Is Not for Salads
You really hit the jackpot with your guy. His values are in line with yours,
he adores you, he’s kind and good-natured, and he’s really easy on the
eyes. Oh, and he’s got a great job. You know he’s pulling in the big bucks
from that corner office. Heck, his holiday bonus alone is probably

enough to pay for your honeymoon. Right?

Maybe not. Maybe his fat paycheck is really more of a
pittance. Maybe his wages are being garnished to pay
child support, family support, alimony, or back taxes.
Sure he’s wearing a $1,000 suit and uses the company’s
AMEX to pay for lunch, but how much is he really
taking home every two weeks? Are you prepared to
deal with the reality of living on whatever he has “left

over?”

Federal law mandates that everyone who pays child support
have a wage garnishment order in place. The order is sent to his

employer, who is obligated to withhold the amount specified from his
paycheck and send it directly to the Child Support Enforcement Agency, or
in rare cases, directly to the ex.

A wage garnishment can be issued without warning, and it can have a
huge impact on your own family’s financial stability, especially if the
amount ordered is in excess of federal law. Because of the significant
number of errors in the child support system, incorrect wage garnish-
ments are not uncommon and could be a huge and unexpected burden.
A recent state audit of the Missouri Child Support Agency revealed that
27% of their caseload had incorrect balances. In looking at the 35 cases
with arrears balances over $100,000, 12 were significantly off, two as
much as $454,000. This is why I recommend that you pay through a 3rd
party, like the Bill Pay service with your bank, and keep all your records
forever. And remember, you can fight back.
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It is important to know that government agencies do not always follow
the guidelines of other government agencies (as you read in, “How
Courts Determine Alimony/Spousal Support” in the previous chapter,
“The Ex Files”.)

Many wage garnishment orders are in direct violation of federal law. The
U.S. Code on Restriction on Garnishment (Title 15, Chapter 41,
Subchapter II, §1673) states that if the garnishment is for the support of a
spouse or child, the garnishment cannot exceed 50% of the individual’s
disposable earnings for that week (an arrearage exception can increase
this amount to 55%). Disposable income earnings are the money left
after taxes and union dues.

Federal law also says that when a wage garnishment order is issued in
excess of the federal law, it is void! A question arises:  when child
support or alimony wage garnishment orders are issued in excess of the
federal law are they void as well?

Many states use a standard form that serves as the judgment and includes
the wage garnishment order. So is the entire order void? Federal law says
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The Federal Consumer Credit
Protection Act prohibits an employer from

discharging an employee for a single garnishment.
But if your guy has two separate child support

garnishments, that law does not apply. The same goes for job
hunting. Now that every child support order results in a wage
garnishment, a guy with multiple children from multiple women
will have a much harder time finding and keeping a job.



“yes,”but the lower state courts still operate as if federal law does not apply
to family court. At this point, this discrepancy is still unresolved.

You can do something. Before you tie the knot, be sure
that if a wage garnishment order is in place, it is not in

excess of the federal limit. If there is a problem, your
future hubby should take it up with his employer. By
law, it is up to his employer to abide by the Federal
statute, and if his employer is in violation of the
statute, he or she can be sued in Federal Court.

Another way to ensure that as much net income as
possible stays within your family is tax shifting. Once

you are married, have your husband claim S-1, which
is the highest withholding. Why? Because the wage

garnishment statute requires the amount to be calculated
based on a percent of disposable or net income, not the gross.

With your husband paying the maximum in federal income tax, you can
adjust your W4 form to take the lowest possible deduction applicable to
you. If you file your taxes jointly, then your husband is leveraging his
paycheck to pay your combined owed taxes.

However, ifyou have already determined that, filing together is not advis-
able, this type of protection may not work for you.

What about My Kids?
All this talk about your future husband’s obligations to his children
probably has you thinking, “what about my kids?” Even if they are just a
tiny idea, a place in your heart with a giant “reserved”sign, you want to be
able to have them and support them someday. You may even want to
have them, like, now!
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It’s totally understandable that you would have concern for the financial
security of your future children. Just wait until you have them — then
you’ll really understand the lengths animals go to protect their young!

In a perfect world, your guy would have more than enough money to go
around. But the demands of child support, alimony, and other expenses
related to his previous marriage often leave little room for new additions
and big plans.

The law routinely asserts that the first family is the priority. It is spelled
out in the case of Gregory v. Gregory, 52 III. App. 2d 262, which stated
“Although the effect may be to deprive a second wife of support, from a
legal standpoint, the first come first and the second come second. In
other words, the first obligation must be met before the second can or
will be considered.”

Harsh, I know. So, we’re on our own, girls. Do not expect your fiancé’s
obligations to his first wife to change just because you decide to plant a
new family tree. While there are some circumstances that may warrant a
reduction in family support (we’ll talk about that in the next section), the
court would not consider an increase in expenses due to obligations to
his new family a viable reason to reduce support to the first children.
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The best advice I can give you is to keep reading this book, so you are
well informed and better able to protect your own and your hubby’s
finances.

Though compared to the first wives it may seem as though we are
second-class citizens, remember we are not second-class, second best,
or second anything in the eyes of our one true love.

A Change in Circumstance: What to Do
When His Income — or Hers — Changes

So, my dear, there is something you can do to change the amount of
support your guy sends each month. Ah, yes, a bit of good news. Now I
am not talking about putting the kids’ needs aside here; I am simply
talking about making changes when circumstances change.

Does your guy know that he can go back to court to modify his child
support or spousal support order (unless the alimony order is
unmodifiable) due to a change in circumstance, either his — or hers? If
she’s living in a million dollar mansion, driving an Escalade, and making
big bucks as a top Avon salesperson, depending on the state you live in,
that might have a bearing on the amount of support he has to pay.

Also, if he had a great job and the economy ruined his market, that’s a
change, too. If his paycheck went from $10,000 per month to $650 per
month, he shouldn’t be debt financing his support payments.

The Bradley Amendment makes any unpaid child support a non-expiring
lien from the date the payment was due and allows a child support
agency to seize property and assets without any further legal procedure.
The Bradley Amendment also prevents judges from enforcing anything
short of full collection. But the order can be modified due to a change in
circumstance.
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If your guy gets laid off, is injured and unable to work, or has any change
in circumstance that would prevent him from making timely child
support payments, he needs to file a motion for modification with the
court immediately. I can’t stress this enough girls! Don’t wait a few
months and think it will get better. Waiting just increases the time when
the higher payments are in effect.

Most men wait to file, assuming the child support agency will file the
motion for them because “he phoned and told them he got laid off.”
Some men don’t know that modification of child support due to a
change in circumstance is an option and figure they’ll just charge the
payments on their credit card for a few months until they find a new job.
If a modification is granted, it can be applied back to the date the motion
was filed, but not before that date. So, if he waits, he could end up owing
thousands of dollars of back child support that he may not have had to
pay in the first place.

My advice is to have a motion to modify child support ready to go, so
that if your guy is downsized, injured, kidnapped, whatever, you are ready
to file with the court.

And if his ex does pick the winning lottery numbers or
become the hottest new handbag designer in the U.S., so
long as he doesn’t live in a state that only looks at his
income, he has every right to file a modification of
support due to her change in circumstance.

How do you find out if she’s filthy rich? Request her
financials! You have the right to do that in most states
once a year if you are paying or receiving child support.
If you know she’s the one bringing home the bacon,
make it an annual thing:  dental exam, pap smear, and
exchange financials with his ex. Check, check, check.
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The Nitty Gritty: Goodbye Child Support,
Hello College Expenses

My husband recently sent his final child support payment,
and while I absolutely do not begrudge my stepchildren
from receiving their support, it was a red-letter day. As is
customary for occasions such as this, there was champagne

and a lap dance involved.

But for many second wives, the end of their husband’s child support
obligation is only the beginning of a brand new, hefty expense. Take a
peek at the verbiage used in the court order. Depending on the details of
your sweetie’s divorce decree, and the state in which it was filed, if the
language is too vague to determine a specific end date or what expenses
are to be covered, he may be required to pay for his children’s college
expenses. That means any or all of the following expenses could be your
future husband’s responsibility:

� — Again, depending on where the divorce was filed, this
could mean the full bill for his kid’s college of choice (including Ivy
League), or it could apply only to in-state tuition.

� — Whether it’s dorm fees and cafeteria credits,
or apartment rent and groceries, your guy may have to pay his
son or daughter’s living expense while they pursue the
parchment.

� The cost of books, tutors, uniforms, lab
and other fees related to your stepchild’s college education might
also be the responsibility of your future husband.
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� — Your guy is probably accustomed to paying health
insurance premiums for his children, and it is common for sup-
port orders to require that to continue through college. But he
may also be obligated to pay for his child’s auto insurance
premiums.

� — If your stepchildren pledge a fraternity or
sorority, your guy may end up paying the dues if they get in.
Membership dues for other student or professional organiza-
tions associated with the college may also be on the list.

� — Your guy may be required to pay for
new clothing, computer equipment, furniture, a new cell phone —
even a car — all to get his child ready for college. Likewise, he may
end up paying a credit card bill set up for emergency expenses.

So how did it happen? How did your sweetie end up footing the bill for
this laundry list of expenses all by himself? He may not have a choice
when it comes to tuition (see below), but when it comes to other
college-related expenses, those may be fallout from vague wording in
the divorce decree.
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If your future husband’s divorce judgment includes a provision that
requires him to pay for his children’s “college expenses,” that could be
anything from long distance phone calls to tennis shoes for track meets.
If the settlement refers to his obligation as “school expenses,” it could

also mean he forks over the cash for his child’s pre-college private
school education, and all associated costs.

Your guy may want to pay for those things, if they are
within his means, but it certainly would be easier if he
had the choice. The solution? Unfortunately, if his
divorce decree does not detail the type of college-
related expenses he will cover, he will have to revisit
the issue with his ex-wife.

Likewise, if his divorce decree specifies that he will only be
required to pay college tuition for his children, it could still

mean a huge expense. The difference between an in-state
school and Ivy League is huge, and “college tuition” could also include
graduate and post-graduate school. Fifteen years of tuition? You better
pray he has a boatload of cash.

State-by-State
If your husband’s divorce was filed in one of the following states, he
cannot be ordered to pay for his children’s college education unless he
agreed to in a signed marital settlement agreement: Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio Oklahoma, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia,
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
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However, if his divorce was finalized in one of the following states, he
could be ordered to pay part orall of his child’s college expenses: Alabama,
Connecticut, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Dakota, Oregon, South Carolina, Utah, and Washington. And
this could be ordered during the kid’s senior year in high school.

The view of these states is that any child of divorce is automatically at a
disadvantage, and is statistically less likely to attend college or be able to
pay for college. So even if his divorce decree does not state he is
responsible for his child’s college expenses, it doesn’t matter if he lives in
one of the states listed in the previous paragraph. Again, it could be tuition
plus other related expenses. Some of these states require the full payment,
and others require only partial payment, but the order is impossible to
fight.

This information is just the sort of tidbit that would make me put down
the book and say to my husband, “honey, listen to this…” After all, this
reality can really put a damper on your own plans. By the time your guy
gets through paying for college for his children from his previous
marriage, there may be nothing left for your kids.

But this does not matter to the courts. The first family
comes first, so it’s scholarships or community college
for your kids, unless you have your own bucks.
Okay, I may be exaggerating, but it is just a taste of
the frustration second wives feel when planning for
the future of their children.

“Don’t worry about it,” your sweetie says, after you
regale him with your concerns. “The kids have a
college fund.”
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Not so fast. Your future hubby may think he has to pay whatever the
college fund does not cover, when in actuality the college fund cannot be
used to cover costs that are deemed his responsibility in the divorce
decree. (This is true in most states, but not all.) It’s all in how the settle-
ment was worded. Unless his divorce attorney thought to include
mention of the college fund in relation to his obligation to pay for
college, your guy may have to pony up and pay the bills, leaving the
college fund untouched.

When it comes time to dole out the scholarships and financial aid, the
college fund you cannot touch comes into play, and affects how much
assistance your stepchild will ultimately receive. If the college fund is
substantial, your future husband is looking at paying “retail” for his kid’s
college education.

If the issue of his kid’s college funding was not resolved or even
discussed in the divorce proceedings, that’s good news. It means you
now have the information you need to help him craft a specific, detailed
agreement with his ex-wife when the time comes to think about college.
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Take Action!
We’ve covered a lot of ground in this chapter. When your head stops spinning,
get out your documents and follow these action steps:

Put a check mark next to each item as you complete them.

� Read the court order for child support to find out how much your
guy has to pay each month, and any other financial obligations he
has to his children, e.g. health insurance, tuition, etc.

� Find out if he is current on his payments, and if not, how much he
owes including penalties and interest.

� Go through his records to find anything related to his child support
payments and other child-related expenses, such as cancelled checks,
credit card statements, etc. Organize the documents in a special file box
so that you have it all at your fingertips.

� Once you know how much he has paid so far, file a Release of Judg-
ment for Matured Installments with the recorder’s office in your
county. Make this an annual practice, and then the very day he makes
his final payment, file a Release of Judgment from Child Support.

� Prepare a Motion to Modify Support in the event that circumstances
change in his life, or hers, that would warrant a reduction in support.
Have it ready to file as soon as a change happens in his circum-
stances to avoid accruing a large unpaid support balance.
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� If his wages are being garnished, find out if the amount exceeds the
federal limit. If it does, have him contact his employer immediately.

� If he is behind in his payments, make sure that any recent payments
were applied properly.

� Read the support order to learn the verbiage related to college
expenses.
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The government’s view of the
economy could be summed up in a
few short phrases: If it moves, tax it.
If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if
it stops moving, subsidize it.

—Ronald Reagan



158



Nine
When Winning Isn’t WorthIt

Getting involved in your future husband’s divorce, or later, in your hus-
band’s post-dissolution litigation can be as consuming as new love. At
first, you may feel you and your guy are in the right and you dive in
admirably. You’ve got your family’s future to protect, and there’s the
special feeling you get from standing by him and helping him wage a
fight for justice.

But divorce is never that simple. Throughout this book, we’ve talked
extensively about the complicated methodologies used to determine
your husband’s ongoing obligations, the hidden tax pitfalls of property
settlement, and the ways your husband may be still be connected to and
vulnerable to his ex-wife.

In this chapter, I want to encourage you to look at why winning might
not be worth it. I’ll give you some food for thought and a bit of a reality
check. If all of your efforts are devoted to winning his case, it leaves little
room for that love affair you’re supposed to be having with your
husband.
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Paying the Price
Family court is a court of equity; it is not a court of law.

What did you say? Say that again!

Yup. You heard me. Family court is a court of equity, which means that the
laws are supplemented to ensure that enforcing the law does not have a

harsh impact on either party.

In a court of law, a judge must base his decision in statutory
law. In a court of equity, which is supposed to be more
flexible and promote fairness, a judge’s decision is based
on what is best for the children, the ex, the husband, etc.
This means you can never be certain of the outcome.
You cannot look to the law to predict the outcome; you
can only hope you present your case well and have a fair

judge. Russian roulette, anyone?

There are also some sinister factors in play that often mean your
case is decided based on how much money the court will get in grant

money, and how much incentive funding the child support agency will
earn. Even your own lawyer doesn’t tell you that the court is an “expe-
dited administrative process” which earn the state a hefty kickback.

Your lawyer also may not realize that the person sitting in the black robe
isn’t a judge, but a sub-sub-contractor of the child support agency with a
contract that is contingent on the agency meeting their quota. Nobody
will tell you that you have the right to have a real, duly elected judge hear
your case. That’s the deep dark secret. Because of all these secrets, even if
you have a forensic audit and a mountain of evidence of fraud, you can
never be too sure how the court will rule.
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Since you cannot predict the outcome, you must do everything you can
to stay out of family court. How could you ever know for sure what
biases your judge has against fathers, second wives, or even women of
means?

It’s as if your guy and his ex are two stars in different movies about the
divorce. Each attorney is the director, trying to tell a story that resonates
with the audience — the judge — in all the right ways; the kind of story
that is believable, has all of the statutes on your side, and touches
enough of his buttons to have him/her rule in your favor.

What makes one movie a hit and another tank when it has exactly the
same story, characters and location? No one really knows. Sure, there are
formulas for success, but there are always those little sleeper hits that
come from out of nowhere.

A thousand things could go wrong (or right) in the building and present-
ing of your case. Why chance it? You and your guy could go broke trying
to fight this or that in post dissolution litigation; many women have forked
over their life savings in an effort to help their guy win his case in family
court.

I know of a woman who sold her condo, drained her savings,
and even destroyed her thriving, award-winning business in
an effort to help fight her soon-to-be husband’s custody
case and the details of his property settlement. Within four

years, she found herself in the midst of her own divorce, this
time with little means and a disabled toddler that needed round-

the-clock care. She had paid for his first divorce, and now couldn’t even
afford her own representation!
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Sit down and weigh the desired outcome with the price you have to pay to
get it. If you spend $50,000 in legal fees, will you still come out in the black?
What are you willing to risk financially, knowing that the outcome is not
guaranteed?

Remember, these are hot emotional issues that often bring out the worst
in people. What started out as a simple trip to court could end up being an
epic journey worthy of Shakespeare or Homer’s pen. Do you really have
the financial stamina for that?

Sit down with your guy and look at your goals as individuals, as a couple,
and as a family. How long would you have to put off those goals to wage
a court battle with his ex? It may be time to set aside your pride and any
potential short-term gains in favor of long-term financial health.
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Normally you cannot deduct legal fees. However, if the legal fees are
related to the tax effects of the divorce settlement, or the effect of
alimony and child support on property settlements, they are

deductible! Also, legal fees associated with a prenuptial agreement as
it pertains to alimony and child support tax implications on the new family
are deductible as tax advice.

Other ordinarily non-deductible legal fees can become a legal
deduction by determining the amount of time paid that was for “capital
investment” purposes, such as defending the title of a business (even in
a divorce). In that instance, legal fees can be added to the basis of the
asset, which will reduce future capital gains. Nifty, huh?



Money Changes Everything
Cyndi Lauper had it right when she sang her hit song, “Money Changes
Everything.” What started out as a fight to secure your future and that of
your children quickly becomes mucked up in a big, sticky web of legal B.S.

Soon, you’re spending hours each night poring over
documents. You skip lunch with your pals — or worse,
with the boss — to make phone calls to the registrar’s
office, your attorney, and the bank. Your bedroom
becomes less of a love den and more of a storage
locker filled with overflowing banker’s boxes.
Instead of waking up in the arms of your guy,
you wake up with an uncapped highlighter stuck
in your pajamas.

If you and your guy have kids, fighting the good
fight can really take its toll. With your busy life, you
have a hard time fitting everything in without adding
legal stresses. You’re tired, cranky, and sometimes unavail-
able to your kids. Which is ironic, since it was for them that you began
this process in the first place.

I’m all for protecting what’s yours, but at what point does it become a
battle you lose, even if you win? Sure, there is more at stake than a little
cash, there is a principle as well. But what is the real driving force behind
your need to press on? Do you even remember why you’re doing this?

When you sit down with your guy and discuss whether the financial toll
is worth a possible outcome, you need to have a more difficult discussion
about why you are fighting this fight, and at what point it becomes too
much for your family.
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Is It Worth It?
One question you need to ask yourself is, are you willing to work round
the clock to protect your family, or is it about pissing off his ex and
proving her wrong?

It’s a tough question to answer, but how much of your persistence is due
to your lack of confidence as a wife? The courts, friends, and family can
make you feel as though you are sloppy seconds. So how much of that
feeling is behind your desire to stick it to the ex?

The prospect of losing money triggers primal responses in almost all
humans. If you have been indulging in a little revenge litigation, don’t get
down on yourself. Becoming aware of your reasons will help you do
what’s right for yourself and your new family.

Before you become someone you don’t like, step back and take a long
look in the mirror. Better yet, call your girlfriends and ask them point

blank what they think. Set up your own intervention, and let
your friends give it to you straight. Make sure at least one

of the invitees is someone who knew you before Mr.
Dreamboat arrived on the scene. Ask them to tell you
the truth, and really listen.

If all of your conversations with your husband pertain
to his ex-wife, is post-dissolution litigation worth the

loss of intimacy in your marriage? How many conversa-
tions about his ex can you have with your best bud, before

he or she won’t take your calls anymore? How many family
vacations, Christmas mornings, and other precious moments could

be clouded by the demands of your husband’s court battle?
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And what about you? How much happiness are you willing to postpone
for the day “this is all over?” Are you taking care of yourself like you used
to, or have you put off going to the doctor, hairdresser, or therapist to
take care of a “little legal thing?”

If you don’t know how much is too much, you can pass the
point of no return without knowing it. Remember, there
is no guarantee of outcome in family court. You can
never know how federal grant money, state gov-
ernment interagency agreements, or back room
deals can work against you. Some things are
worth paying this emotional price, and some
are not. Get clear about your limits, and when
you’ve reached them, step back and cut your
losses.
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Ten
Protecting Your A$$ets

When I moved to Los Angeles in 1988, my grandfather gave me a ton of
advice to take with me. He went over all of the things that might befall
me, and told me of the traps con artists lay. Well, darned if I didn’t run
into everything he warned me about. But I was prepared. I knew how to
handle myself thanks to his advice. Nothing that he warned me about
got the better of me. It was the things he never thought of that caught me
off guard, costing me money and heartache.

For example, after a tumultuous breakup with a boyfriend
who threatened to have me shipped to Africa to be sold,
I ended up semi-homeless, crashing at a friend’s house. I
was twenty and didn’t want to run home to mommy, so
I went out and rented a flat near where I worked. The land-
lord asked for the first, last and security deposit in cash.

Can you see where this is going? Well, I didn’t. I showed up
with my moving van full of all my stuff, and there were five people

waiting to move in too. Problem was, there was a padlock and an evic-
tion notice nailed to the door. Turns out the “landlord” was the tenant,
who had been evicted. We’d all been scammed and the cops said there
was nothing they could do.

Getting married to a guy who has been divorced can open you up to a
whole host of issues you’ve never thought of, and I’m here to give you
some stellar advice. By getting you informed and taking steps to protect
yourself, you are freeing up your time, mind, and heart for the real task at
hand:  building a life with your dreamboat.
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In this chapter you will learn how to protect yourself from liability in
reference to child support, whether your hubby declares bankruptcy,
possible tax issues that may creep up, and best practices for building
your own personal wealth.

If you can only read one chapter in this book, make it this one. You
worked hard for all you have. You have dreams for your own family. This
chapter will help you fulfill them.

Staying Out of It: How to Limit Your Liability
The best way to limit your liability in terms of your husband’s prior
obligations is to stay out of it. This does not mean you can’t help him
behind the scenes, but it does mean you may need to be “less married” —

at least on paper.

In marriage, trusting your spouse is part of the deal, and
combining your assets and incomes is only natural

and expected. But combining assets also means
combining liabilities, and that, my dear, is a big
no-no when you marry a divorced man.

I know you want to see your name next to his on
important documents and at least one checkbook. But

take heart; this situation is only temporary — at least
until he is less vulnerable to his ex-wife. And in the

meantime, if you need to see tangible evidence of your
love, just take that marriage license out of the drawer and look

at from time to time.

The two main areas to focus on in terms of limiting your liability related
to your husband’s divorce are child support and taxes. We’ll talk about
other ways to protect what’s yours later in the chapter.
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When You Are the Change in Circumstance
After years of paying your bills solo, you’ve probably already begun to
imagine all of the possibilities a two-income household can offer. But
has it crossed your mind that his ex may be thinking the exact same
thing? While many second wives do work to help their husband make
support payments, you may not be prepared for the day the ex requests
an increase in child support because of your income.

It sounds crazy, but here’s why the court may allow your income to
be considered when determining his responsibility. While
they will not consider your income as his income, the
court may consider how the increase in total house-
hold income will affect his ability to support his
child(ren).

Let’s paint the picture. Your guy makes about
$32,000 a year working with disadvantaged
youth. A noble profession with a crappy salary.
Still, he pays $800 a month for the support of his
daughter, which after paying health insurance
premiums, leaves him about $1,000 a month to live
on. Your guy probably has to have a roommate or live
in a studio apartment. Depending on the city, he may have
to live out of his car! In marrying you, with your $80,000 annual
salary plus perks, he has a new life.

Now that he is married to you (or even living with you as unmarried
partners), many of his needs are met because of your salary. Can you
see the light bulb going off over his ex-wife’s head? She figures he
doesn’t need much of that $1,000 he has left over, so she petitions the
court for an increase of child support.
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In most cases, your income would only be considered in extraordinary
circumstances where his ex and their kids are living in squalor. Still, if she
can prove she has a dire need, the court may make an exception and
total up your household income when determining her support award.
Again, this means your income is considered when assessing his ability

to pay child support. It does not mean that you are responsible
for paying child support.

Or how about this oldie but goodie that we touched
on in the chapter, “Yours, Mine, Ours, and Hers???”
You and your guy have a joint bank account — you
even picked out the check designs together. Your
guy gets behind in his child support payments.
Very quickly, the child support agency swoops
down and takes whatever they find in your joint

account.

It doesn’t matter if you direct deposit your paycheck
into that account and can prove which of the deposits

are yours. If the account has his name on it, the child
support agency does not care which deposits were yours or his.

You see why I advocate keeping your finances separate!

And it’s not just cash. If you co-own property or valuables, they can be
seized to pay the debt. So, that gorgeous summer day you and your guy
went to buy the Audi wagon “for when you have kids”— gone, in the blink
of an eye.

I am not saying this will happen to you, but it is a possibility. As long as
there is a chance that your finances could be depleted due to his child
support obligations, you must keep it separate. Share the covers, share
the toothpaste, but keep your assets to yourself.
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I have another caveat to throw at you. There is one instance where you
may be responsible, at least in part, for the support of your stepchildren.
If you are providing care for the children in your home in a way that
could be considered (Latin for “in the place of a parent”),
you may be obligated to provide for them financially.

Circumstances change, and it is not uncommon for
stepmothers to find themselves a primary caregiver
of her husband’s children. There is so much more at
stake than money, and the children’s care and
nurturing should always be your primary
concern. Just remember that if you have become
in loco parentis, you may have to pony up some
of your own cash.

So where child support is concerned, staying out
of it is key in limiting your own liability. Keep your
finances separate wherever possible, at least until
your guy’s support obligations are paid in full, and
you have the document to prove it.
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Married, Filing Separately
Though filing a separate tax return once you’re married will help protect your
assets and your privacy, there are some significant disadvantages as well. For
example, your tax rate will generally be higher than if you filed a joint return. In
filing separately, you give up your ability to claim certain deductions.

From IRS Publication 501, here is an abbreviated list of deductions you
cannot claim when you file separately:

� Child care credit

� Earned income credit

� Exclusion credit for adoption expenses

� Student loan interest deduction

� Exclusion of interest income from U.S. savings bonds earmarked
for higher education expenses

� Credit for the elderly or the disabled

Here are some other major bummers:

� Cannot roll over amounts from a traditional IRA into a Roth IRA

� The child tax credit, retirement savings contributions credit,
itemized deductions, capital loss deduction, and the deduction
for personal exemptions are reduced to half of what they would
be on a joint return.

� Your return is still tied to your husband’s in some ways. For exam-
ple, if he itemizes his deductions, you cannot claim the standard
deduction (and if you do, it will be half of what it would be on a
joint return).
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� If your husband has an employee retirement plan at work, it will
limit how much of your own IRA you can deduct.

� If you and/or your husband own a rental property that operated
at a loss, you cannot deduct the loss (special allowance) if you
file separately.

I’ve got a whopper for you high net worth gals out there:  One
benefit of marriage is that you can contribute to the Roth
IRA if your modified adjusted gross income (MAGI)
does not exceed $150,000 (it’s $95,000 if you’re
single). However, if you are married and file
separately, your eligibility to contribute to the Roth
IRA caps out at a MAGI of $10,000! Even if you’re
just working part time while you plan the big
event, you are probably going to go over the
MAGI, and so will not be able to contribute to a
Roth IRA if you file separately.

There are disadvantages to filing separately that could
have a huge impact on your pocketbook. If you are lower
income, losing the is a big deal. If you
have huge student loans, the loss of the deduction for interest payments
is a big deal. If you own real estate and your rental losses are huge, not
being able to deduct up to $25,000 of the loss is a big deal.

When you decide whether to file separate or joint tax returns, weigh the
potential tax disadvantages against the risk to your privacy should some-
thing pop up with the ex. To really make the decision crystal clear, have your
CPA run the numbers both ways and see how much you are giving up.
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On a personal note, I was more than a little relieved that my
bank accounts, my tax returns and all my private financial
affairs never made it into the public court record because we
filed our taxes separately and never commingled our assets.
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The Low Down on Being Low Down:
Why Smart Girls Don’t Have to File Bankruptcy
Even if Their Husbands Do

Divorce can be financially devastating, and for many
dreamboats, that means filing for bankruptcy. It does
not mean that you have to follow suit. If in open
discussions with your future hubby you discover
there is a chance he may not be able to pay off his
debts, assume that bankruptcy may be down the
road and take steps to protect yourself.

In fiscal year 2006 there were a total of 1,085,209
bankruptcy filings in US courts. While divorce was
certainly not the cause of all the bankruptcies last year,
it certainly played a role in some of them. The weight of
legal fees, setting up a new household, and ongoing support
obligations can lead to a long line of creditors banging on the door. For
some people, the burden is too much, and bankruptcy seems the only
option.
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If you are married, and your guy decides to declare bankruptcy, you are
not obligated to file jointly. However, if some of the debts are yours, or
have your name on them (e.g. joint credit cards, loans, etc.), you will still
have to deal with the calls from collection agencies if you do not file.

It probably comes as no surprise to learn that child sup-
port and alimony arrearages cannot be discharged in

bankruptcy. Also, if your guy’s wages are being
garnished by a child support agency prior to his
filing for bankruptcy, the fact that he files will not
automatically stop those payments. Technically,
if the child support agency has filed contempt
charges against him for failure to pay and is
asking for jail time, filing for bankruptcy should
stop that proceeding. Although I have seen

several judges ignore the law on that.

Before 1994, property settlements were dischargeable
in personal bankruptcy filings. So, if his ex stayed in their

marital home and now owed your guy $125,000 in property
settlement, she could have had that debt discharged and your guy would
never have seen a penny. However, the 1994 Bankruptcy Reform Act,
Section 523(a)(15), change that.

This new section allows your guy to file an adversary action in the bank-
ruptcy court, claiming that if the debt were discharged, the harm it would
cause him would be greater than the benefit to her. Likewise, if your guy
owes his ex a property settlement and attempts to discharge it in bank-
ruptcy, she can file an adversary action claiming it would be of great
harm to her and their children.
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Smart girls keep it all separate until these (potentially) messy legal and
financial issues are cleared up. To avoid having to file if your hubby files
bankruptcy, keep your name off his credit cards, loans, and bank
accounts. And remember that his medical bills are not your bills for
bankruptcy purposes, but any jointly held assets could be sold to pay
them.

If you have valuables and collectibles, keep accurate records of owner-
ship so they are not considered in his bankruptcy.

And, if your guy wants to sell you his rental property, you must pay him
fair market value, and he will have to show the income he received from
the sale.
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divorce case. They will also be suspicious of any foreign
trust accounts or bank accounts, and they will question a
property transfer that was not a “good value.”
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If You’re a High Net Worth Second Wife
(or Want to Be)

Your future hubby’s first divorce trumps all. No amount of estate
planning or asset protection can stop that train. As we’ve already
discussed, not even bankruptcy can get him out of paying child support,
alimony, and in some cases, property settlements to his
ex-wife. It doesn’t matter if the whole thing seems nuts to
you, or even unjust. These are the realities of marrying a
divorced man, so stop the rants and start focusing on
your own financial goals.

High net worth second wives know the golden
rules of being married to a divorced man.

Give Him Everything…Except Your Assets!
I am a big believer in giving everything you’ve got for
your marriage. Don’t hold back. Give each other all of
the love, attention, sex, encouragement, TLC, time, and
respect you have to give. Just don’t hand over your assets to a
guy who still owes a fortune to his ex. You might as well wrap it up in a
pretty package and hand-deliver it to her yourself.

Any guy who truly loves you wants you to be financially successful. He
wants you to be happy and feel secure. If he vehemently objects to
keeping your finances separate as long as there are unpaid obligations
to his ex, he may not be the superstar you thought he was. High net
worth second wives know when to cut and run, and they never get
entangled with a guy who doesn’t want them to have the best life
possible.
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Get — and Stay — Educated.

Second wives with a high net worth know the score. They know enough
about their husband’s last divorce to give you the Cliff Notes® version,
and they know how to navigate the murky waters of marital finances to
avoid sand traps, sea monsters, and getting stranded on a deserted
island.

High net worth second wives take their husband’s last divorce seriously,
and make time to stay current on changes in tax law, child support
enforcement, or other issues that may affect their families. They don’t
waste time being incredulous; they get down to business. Staying on top
of things means you are one step ahead in the game, and ready for
anything.

Marriage Is a Marathon, Not a Series of Olympic Events.

A high net worth second wife knows she doesn’t have to win every race. In
fact, she doesn’t even have to run every race. Marriage is a marathon, and
if you keep your eye on the prize, it’s easier to stay out of petty disagree-
ments that in the end, do not matter or change your life much at all. My
husband always asks me the question, “In 10 years, is anyone going to
care?”

Some races are hard to win, and can drain you emotionally, physically,
and financially. Getting involved in your husband’s last divorce may be
necessary at times, but wives with the big bucks know how to weigh the
merits of one race over another. It had better have huge payoff potential
if you’re going to get involved at all.
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Life Insurance — a Lot of It.

One of the most important actions a high net worth second wife can take
is to make sure her husband has life insurance, and a lot of it. You
may think I’m talking about life insurance for the second wife
and her children. This is essential, yes, but to protect you
from the demands of his ex upon his death, he must
have life insurance that creates an income stream for
the ex-wife if he dies.

A second wife can lose significant assets if her
husband has not both honored his divorce agree-
ment and kept ample insurance to meet his
obligations to his ex-wife. The ex-wife can and should
go after his estate to honor the terms of the divorce
agreement. Remember, child support and alimony obliga-
tions do not end if your husband dies; both orders have specific
terminations that have nothing to do with your husband or his circum-
stances. Whenever they are set to end, it is always based on the ex and
the children, i.e. when the child comes of age, when the ex-wife passes
away or remarries, etc.

Divorce Insurance

If you own a profitable business, run right out and get a divorce insurance
policy. It is crucial if you are a successful entrepreneur, or if you own a
stake in a business with other individuals — even with your husband. Of
course you don’t intend to get divorced, but this book is about teaching
you to protect yourself and be prepared for the worst possible scenario.
“Forewarned is forearmed,” as my grandfather taught me.

SafeGuard Guaranty Corporation (www.safeguardguaranty.com) is a
company that has a patent pending and will shortly be issuing Marriage
Assurance™ plans that protect you financially in the event of a divorce.
They make it easy with an online application, no underwriting and a
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simple price per unit (i.e., how much insurance you want determines how
much you pay). I think they ought to give you a discount if you graduate
from my Prenup Workshop, because really, once you do the hard work,
you’re not likely to get divorced anyway!

Yes, my dear, you can still ride off into the sunset with your guy at that
luxury desert spa — even if he spends a lifetime supporting his ex. Follow
the golden rules, and you’ll be able to check off all of those dreams on
your life list.
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Case Study: How to Hold Title

An ex-wife I know took Ivana Trump’s advice to heart. “Don’t get mad,
get everything!” The couple’s two children lived in splendor with their
mom and in squalor with their dad. When the ex-wife’s boyfriend
bought into the marital home, they took title as Joint Tenants,
meaning that when the first one died, the other one automatically
owned the whole property. They also own a business together.

Many first wives are ready to give this girl a high five for getting so much
in the divorce, but from an estate planning perspective it is disastrous for
her kids. You see, if she dies before her boyfriend does, he and his kids
get everything. In this scenario, her kids get left out in the cold. Worse,
because the former hubby was stripped to the bone asset-wise, her
children would have nothing left to live on.

It is so crucial to make sure the divorce is fair and leaves both parties
able to sustain themselves and their children. The better plan for the
above scenario would have been to hold title to the house as Tenants
In Common. Then the ex-wife’s 50% ownership would transfer to her
kids in the event of her death, thereby giving them some financial
security.



Prenups: Not Just for the Rich and Famous
It happens all the time on daytime soap operas. The diva gets a pre-
wedding present from her dashing fiancé, which turns out to be a
prenup. Outraged, she calls off the wedding, and runs off with his best
man.

You may think are for the über-wealthy and the famous, not for
you and your trustworthy bastion of true love. In your fantasy life, you
live happily ever after as Mrs. Dreamboat and nobody comes knocking
on your door to disrupt your happiness.

In the real world, your future husband’s ex-wife can shake up your happy
ending at any time, not to mention the not-so-friendly visits from the
beast known as the child support industry. If you have property or assets
of your own, they will at the very least know about them and their value,
and at worst, try to get her hands on it.
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If you are already married and own property with your
husband, you can protect the asset if you change the
manner in which the title is held. If you hold real estate as

Tenants in Common it will shield the innocent spouse/ owner
from your husband’s creditors, which includes the IRS and child
support agencies. And if you can substantiate that you paid more
for the property than your husband did, you can claim more than
the typical 50% ownership that Tenants in Common provides.



have a bad rap, evoking a feeling of mistrust and lack of faith in
the permanence of marriage. The truth is, if you are marrying a divorced
man, it is a necessary document if you want to protect your assets.

A prenup states what is yours, and will remain yours, in the event that
you and your future hubby divorce. With your assets held separately
from him and protected in a , it is far more difficult for his ex to go
after them. Better still, a is protected by privacy, the details of
which are privy only to you, your guy, and your attorneys, and meant
only to be revealed if you divorce. When you have a and inform
the judge, the ex, and her attorney that you have one, it may stop them
from pursuing your assets in the course of post dissolution litigation.

The process of designing your also triggers full financial
disclosure between you and your husband-to-be. Things

your guy may feel are insignificant and therefore hasn’t
revealed to you will come to light, and you may find
they are not insignificant to you. The process of draw-
ing up a sheds a great big spotlight on
problem areas, and gives you a full picture of the man
you are marrying.

A plan for dealing with your future hubby’s obligations
to his ex-wife and children can be incorporated into the

. You may also wish to include a requirement that in
the event of a divorce, any funds you used to assist your guy in

paying creditors, child support and alimony payments must be
repaid to you.
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Try not to think of prenups as the nasty document tossed about on soap
operas and among Hollywood types. Think of it as protection against his
ex. After all, if she does take him for all he’s got, one of you has to have a
leg left to stand on! And if he turns out to be less of a prince and more of
a frog, your assets are protected. Hey, a girl’s gotta eat! Also, a
prenup can be romantic. Think of your prenup as the
long version of your wedding vows. It can also clear
the air for both of you, and help keep underlying
financial suspicion out of the marriage.

When my grandfather gave me his words of
wisdom before I moved Los Angeles, I had only
sun and sand on the brain. I had no idea I
would run into every scam he predicted and
warned me about. Had I not listened to his
advice, I may not be where I am today. I might be
stuck in a harem in Madagascar!

My advice is designed to keep your assets safe and your
future bright. Though it may take some work to get it all in
order, it will make for a happier engagement, a happier marriage, and a
happier you.
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The Nitty Gritty: Prenup Basics
If you are going to get a , do it right. Don’t start by getting your
own attorney, and having your future hubby retain one as well. It is the
nature of attorneys to protect their clients, and view everyone else as the
adversary. And, they are not concerned about the lifestyle issues that
only you and your man can negotiate.

So be smart and start the discussion on your own about the things that
matter — where you’ll live, whether you plan to have children, if so who
will stay home, and the necessity of scheduled conjugal visits if either of
you tend to be the workaholic type. Once you nail those down, get your
documents in order. Then you can call in the professionals to dot the i’s
and cross the t’s. The attorneys will need to see an accounting of assets
and liabilities from both of you, with any items you intend to keep as
separate property clearly identified. Remember, it’s doing the work up
front that makes the difference.

As well as your emotional expectations, your should cover all
aspects of your financial life, including how you will handle future issues
(good and bad), and even who will do the bookkeeping. Think of your

as a financial plan, not just an agreement about how to divide
assets in the event of divorce or death. Use this opportunity to create a
budget that includes planning for the future.

Here is a basic list of what your should cover:

� Assets for each party, and what portion of those assets will
remain separate property rather than community property.
Remember to document everything of value.

� Liabilities for each party, and who is ultimately responsible for
them.
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� How future assets and liabilities will be handled/divided.

� Any ongoing obligations your future husband has to his ex-wife
and their children, along with any unresolved issues pertaining to
their divorce.

� Insurance policies, including beneficiaries

� Retirement plans, including beneficiaries

� How household expenses will be managed, and which party will
be responsible for all or part of them

� How assets would be divided in the event of a divorce

� How the assets would be disbursed in the event of death

� Any obligations to other family members, including future chil-
dren from the marriage, or aging parents.

� If either party owns a business, or they hold a business in
common, how that business would be divided in the event of a
divorce.

� Where you are and are not willing to live.

� Whether you are or are not planning to have children and when
or under what circumstances. If you do not plan to have children,
I highly recommend looking into a vasectomy. Trust me when I tell
you that the concept of pregnancy-free trysts is very liberating.

� Agree that any children born into your marriage will have DNA
testing either at birth or before birth if you are doing pre-natal
testing for birth defects anyway. A girl willing to make this
promise is obviously not cheating.
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A prenuptial agreement should be drafted and signed well in advance of
your wedding, so there can be no claim of coercion. A second document,
often referred to as a post-marital affirmation of prenuptial agreement,
is also a good idea. It re-affirms that you still agree to the terms of the

after your wedding.

are more powerful if they are comprehensive,
but an experienced family law attorney can make the

process easy on you, so don’t be intimidated by the
laundry list of decisions you have to make. Take
heart; prenups are more common than you think.
A prenup is the new accessory for savvy girls
about to be wed.

Still not feeling sure about a ? Try making it
romantic by starting off the negotiations with sexy

items…like conjugal visits and date nights! Once you
get into the groove and start talking about planning your

marriage and using your prenup as the road map, things will
start to flow. To ensure the mood stays upbeat and positive, set

milestones in the process and reward yourself with a trip to the lingerie
store, or a fabulous night out with your guy!

Don’t forget to talk about who will stay home with little Junior Dreamboat,
or if the services of an au pair will be required. It’s never a fun discovery to
find out, just as you’ve made CEO, that your husband fully expects you to
leave your career and turn into Suzie Homemaker. I know a few women
who made that transition gracefully, but for most of us successful girls, we
really do want it all! You don’t have to give up your dreams or your man.
All you need is a plan.
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Keeping What’s Yours
Imagine you and your best friend meet for sushi to discuss her upcom-
ing nuptials. Since you have recently married your dreamboat, your best
friend asked you for tips about protecting her assets when she marries
her boyfriend, a divorced man who pays alimony to his ex and child sup-
port for his two young kids. Would you know how to advise her? Take
this quick pop quiz to find out what you remember.
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Pop Quiz:
Your best friend wants to open a joint checking account with her guy as
soon as possible, so all their wedding-related purchases are paid jointly.
(She really just wants to see her name next to his, but you don’t point this
out.) You tell her to:

A. Choose a check color that matches the bridesmaid’s dresses.
B. Open a bank account in another city so no one (the ex, the state,

the IRS) can find it.
C. Keep accurate records of how much she deposits into the account.
D. Forget about opening a joint checking account until the child

support order has been satisfied, and they have the document to prove it.

Your best friend is still paying off $150,000 in student loans for medical
school tuition. Her fiancé’s divorce was amicable and fair to both parties,
and there is no chance of post dissolution litigation. You tell her to:

A. File her income taxes jointly with her new husband, so she can deduct
the sizable student loan interest.

B. File her income taxes separately to prevent his ex-wife from seeing
her financial information.

C. Read this book to see if she’s overlooking any other issues, and then
do the math on the student loan interest deduction versus any risks.
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Your best friend informs you that there is a chance that her future hubby
may have to declare bankruptcy due to some substantial unpaid debts, but
it probably would not happen until after they are married. You tell her to:

A. Help him save his precious sailboat and condo in Catalina by writing
him a check for a fraction of the value and placing the property in
her name.

B. Keep all finances separate from him and stay completely out of his
bankruptcy proceedings.

C. Consider what issues took him to this situation and how those reflect
on who he is.

Inspired by your savvy preparations for your own marriage to a divorced
man, your best friend wants to draw up a prenup, but her wedding is only a
couple weeks away. You tell her to:

A. Draw up an agreement with her guy and get it notarized.
B. Skip it until the wedding is over, and when she has time to think

about boring legal things.
C. She doesn’t need a prenup, because she has true love (and besides,

she lives in a community property state).
D. Hire an attorney to draft a prenup right away, and then draft a

post-nuptial agreement one year after they are married.

191

Chapter Ten. Protecting Your A$$ets



This may seem silly or extreme, but as long as there is an open child support
order out there, there is always a chance their joint bank account could be
raided to pay down the debt.

If there is no danger of post dissolution litigation, filing separately is not
necessary, because the information on your returns will not be considered
unless an issue from the divorce is reopened or his ex comes back for more
child support. Of course, this can happen at any time, so she would have to
weigh the risks of having her information viewed by the ex (and the courts),
or losing sizable tax deductions that cannot be taken if she files separately. If
the unexpected happens and privacy outweighs the pocketbook, you have
the right to file an amended tax return as Married Filing Separately up to two
years from the date you filed.

As long as her husband’s debts are in his name alone, your best friend is not
liable for them. If they own property in common, it gets more complicated,
so she is better off to wait until the bankruptcy has faded into the ether. If
either of you are tempted to “help him out” by purchasing property or
goods from him that he doesn’t want to lose in the divorce, please re-read
the information about fraudulent transfer. Keep it legal, girls.

signed too close to the wedding date could be chal-
lenged based on the possibility of coercion, so the post-nuptial re-confirms
the prenup. Also, even if your best friend (okay, the best friend is you — did
you figure that out yet?) does have true love, the is an excellent way
to protect her assets from his ex-wife. Just get one, okay?
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Take Action!
Just because your guy has a messy financial life due to his last divorce,
does not mean it has to rub off on you. By protecting your own assets,
you are ensuring the financial health of your family. You are also
preventing untold amounts of stress from entering your home (and
bedroom), and we all know financial stress is such a major factor in
divorce. Time to take action!

� Schedule a meeting with your CPA to go over the pros and cons
of filing your income taxes jointly or separately with your
husband once you’re married. Consider the possible risks with
respect to lingering issues from his divorce, as well as the
possible cons of filing separately, such as loss of deductions and
other benefits.

� Have your future hubby take a out a life insurance policy to cover
his support obligations to his ex-wife and their children.

� Take out your own divorce insurance policy, if you own or
co-own a successful business.

� Hire an attorney to draw up a prenuptial agreement between you
and your future hubby, detailing how assets, income, liabilities,
and support of children will be handled in the course of your
marriage. Be prepared to send a notice of the fact to the judge
handling your future hubby’s divorce, your future hubby’s
attorney, and his ex-wife’s attorney, if necessary.

� In order to protect the original agreement, have your attorney
draw up a postnuptial agreement (basically a rerun of the
prenup) for you to formalize one year after you are married. Make
sure you have four copies signed in blue ink:  one for you, one for
your hubby, and one for each attorney. This is a confidential doc-
ument, so no need to share, just know where it is.
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Parting Thoughts
You are about to embark on a beautiful, fun, crazy adventure with the
love of your life. You worked hard for all that you have, and you deserve
the happiness you have found with your husband-to-be.

Armed with the knowledge about possible pitfalls, curve balls, and brick
walls you may encounter marrying a divorced man, the road is sure to be
much easier.

You now have my permission to fish out those bridal mags, seating
charts, and decorative paper samples. Go shopping for favors. Spend all
night watching demo reels of potential wedding videographers. Indulge
in that good old-fashioned wedding planning fever, knowing you are
protected all the way down the aisle and beyond.
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Appendix A.

State Child Support Contacts
Website links can be found here: www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/extinf.html

Alabama

The courts do not have online Family Law forms.
www.alafamlaw.org/index.php
ww.alabamafamilylaw.com/

Department of Human Resources, Child Support Enforcement Division
50 Ripley Street, PO Box 304000
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1801

Office: 334-242-9300 (P)/334-242-0606 (F)
www.dhr.state.al.us/page.asp?pageid=288

Alaska

www.state.ak.us/courts/shcins.htm
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

Child Support Services Division, Department of Revenue
550 West 7th Avenue, 2nd Floor, Suite 280
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-6699

Office: 800-478-3300 (P)/907-269-6813 (F)
www.csed.state.ak.us

Arizona

supreme.state.az.us/selfserv/ARFLP_forms.htm
www.supreme.state.az.us/dr/

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Arizona Department of Economic Security
3443 N. Central, 4th Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85067

Office: 602-252-4045 (P)/602-274-8250 (F)
www.de.state.az.us/dcse/
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Arkansas

www.arlegalservices.org/Home/PublicWeb/Library/Index/1390000#1390000
www.divorcelawinfo.com/states/ark/arkansas.htm

Office of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Finance and Administration
PO Box 8133
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-8133

Office: 501-682-6169 (P)/501-682-6002 (F)
www.arkansas.gov/dfa/dfa_child_support.html

California

www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/allflforms.htm
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/overview/

Dept. of Child Support Services
P.O. Box 419064 , Mail Station - 10
Rancho Cordova, California 95741-9064

Office: 866-249-0773 (P)/910-464-5211 (F)
www.childsup.cahwnet.gov/

Colorado

www.courts.state.co.us/chs/court/forms/domestic/alldomesticforms.htm
www.colorado-family-law.com/

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Services
1575 Sherman St. 5th floor
Denver, Colorado 80203-1714

Office: 303-866-4300 (P)/303-866-4360 (F)
www.childsupport.state.co.us

Connecticut

www.jud2.state.ct.us/webforms/default.htm#FAMILY
ct-divorce.com/family_law_links.php

Department of Social Services, Bureau of Child Support Enforcement
25 Sigourney Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06105-5033

Office: 860-424-4989 (P)/860-951-2996 (F)
www.dss.state.ct.us/csrc/csrc.htm
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Delaware

courts.state.de.us/forms/list.aspx?ag=family%20court
courts.delaware.gov/Courts/Family%20Court/

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Delaware Health and Social Services
P.O. Box 904
New Castle, Delaware 19720

Office: 302-326-6200 (P)/302-324-6246 (F)
Cust. Svc.: 302-577-7171
www.state.de.us/dhss/dcse

District of Columbia

www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/family/forms.jsp
www.dcbar.org/for_the_public/legal_information/family/family_court_forms/index.cfm

www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/family/index.jsp

Child Support Services Division, Office of the Attorney General
Judiciary Square 441 Fourth Street NW 5th Floor
Washington, District of Columbia 20001

Office: 202-724-2131 (P)/202-724-3710 (F)
www.csed.dcgov.org/main.shtm

Florida

www.flcourts.org/gen_public/family/forms_rules/index.shtml
www.flcourts.org/gen_public/family/familycourts.shtml

Child Support Enforcement, Department of Revenue
P.O. Box 8030
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-7016

Office: 850-488-8726 (P)/850-921-0792 (F)
www.myfloridacounty.com/services/child_support/

Georgia

www.fultoncourt.org/family/forms.php
www.co.dekalb.ga.us/dekalbflic/Forms.htm

www.georgiacourts.org/aoc/selfhelp/dom_relations.html

Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Resources
2 Peachtree Street, Room 20-460
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Office: 404-657-3851 (P)/404-657-3326  (F)
www.cse.dhr.state.ga.us
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Guam

www.justice.gov.gu/Forms/forms.html
www.ncjfcj.org/component/option,com_ncjwrapper/Itemid,406/task,FORM/

orgtask,FVD/semcode,L2RlcHQvZnZkL3N0YXR1dGVzZnZkL21haW4uY2Zt/?Action=
SEARCH&W_Search=&W_State=Guam

OAG, Child Support Enforcement Division
The Justice Building, 287 West O’Brien Drive
Hagatna, Guam 96910

Office: 671-475-3324 (P)/671-475-3203  (F)
www.guamcse.net/

Hawaii

www.courts.state.hi.us/page_server/SelfHelp/Forms/Oahu/9F9AA9CB61348F6EEA9B02AF7.html
www.courts.state.hi.us/page_server/Courts/Family/153E4A87ED63B9F8EBD8E1142F.html

Child Support Enforcement Agency, Office of Attorney General
601 Kamokila Boulevard, Suite 207
Kapolei, Hawaii 96707

Office: 808-692-7000 (P)/808-692-7134  (F)
www.hawaii.gov/csea/csea.htm

Idaho

www.courtselfhelp.idaho.gov/familylaw_new.asp
www.isc.idaho.gov/family3_cov.htm

Bureau of Child Support Services
Department of Health and Welfare P.O.Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720-0036

Office: 800-356-9868 (P)/208-334-5571 (F)
www2.state.id.us/dhw/childsupport/index.htm

Illinois

www.19thcircuitcourt.state.il.us/forms/family/family_law.htm#Child%20Support
www.divorcelawinfo.com/states/ill/illinois.htm

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Illinois Department of Public Aid
509 S. 6th St., 6th Floor
Springfield, Illinois 62701

Office: 800-447-4278 (P)/217-524-4608 (F)
www.ilchildsupport.com/

200

Every Single Girl’s Guide to Her Future Husband’s Last Divorce



Indiana

www.in.gov/judiciary/selfservice/forms.html
www.in.gov/judiciary/family-court/

Child Support Bureau, Department of Child Services
402 West Washington Street Rm W360
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739

Office: 317-233-5437 (P)/317-233-4932 (F)
www.state.in.us/fssa/children/support/index.html

Iowa

www.judicial.state.ia.us/Court_Rules_and_Forms/Family_Law_Forms/
www.judicial.state.ia.us/Self_Help/Family_Law/Child_Support_Guidelines/

Bureau of Collections, Department of Human Services
400 S.W. 8th Street Suite M
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-4691

Office: 515-281-5647 (P)/515-281-8854 (F)
childsupport.dhs.state.ia.us

Kansas

www.kscourts.org/dstcts/4forms.htm
www.kscourts.org/

Child Support Enforcement Program, Department of Social & Rehabilitation Services
P.O.Box 497
Topeka, Kansas 66601-049

Office: 785-296-3237 (P)/785-296-5206 (F)
www.srskansas.org/cse/cse.htm

Kentucky

courts.ky.gov/forms/default.htm
courts.ky.gov/courts/circuit/familycourt/

Division of Child Support, Cabinet for Families and Children
730 Schenkel Lane - PO Box 2150
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-2150

Office: 502-564-2285 (P)/502-564-5988 (F)
chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcs/
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Louisiana

www.4jdc.com/familycourt.htm
www.familycourt.org/
www.4jdc.com/familycourt.htm
www.familycourt.org/forms.html

Office of Family Support, Support Enforcement Services Division
P.O.Box 94065
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Office: 225-342-4780 (P)/225-342-7397 (F)
www.dss.state.la.us/departments/ofs/Support_Enforcement_Services.html

Maine

www.courts.state.me.us/rules_forms_fees/pub_forms.html#cvforms
www.courts.state.me.us/mainecourts/familydiv/index.html

Division of Support Enforcement & Recovery Bureau of Family Indep. Department
of Health and Human Services
11 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0993

Office: 800-371-3101 (P)/207-287-2886 (F)
www.state.me.us/dhs/bfi/dser/

Maryland

www.courts.state.md.us/family/forms/index.html
www.courts.state.md.us/family/circuitprograms.html

Child Support Enforcement Administration, Department of Human Resources
Saratoga State Center 311 West Saratoga Street, Room 301
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-3521

Office: 410-767-7065 (P)/410-333-6264 (F)
www.dhr.state.md.us/csea/index.htm

Massachusetts

www.lawlib.state.ma.us/forms.html
www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/probateandfamilycourt/index.html

Child Support Enforcement Division, Department of Revenue
PO Box 6561
Boston, Massachusetts 02114-9561

Office: 617-626-4064 (P)/617-887-7550 (F)
www.cse.state.ma.us/
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Michigan

courts.michigan.gov/scao/courtforms/#forms
courts.michigan.gov/scao/services/focb/focb_over.htm

Office of Child Support, Department of Human Services
235 South Grand Avenue, P.O. Box 30037
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7978

Office: 517-373-2035 (P)/517-373-4980 (F)
www.michigan.gov/fia/0,1607,7-124-5453_5528—-,00.html

Minnesota

www.mncourts.gov/default.aspx?page=513
www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp/?page=310

Office of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Services
444 Lafayette Road, 4th floor
St Paul, Minnesota 55155-3846

Office: 651-296-4085 (P)/651-297-4450 (F)
www.dhs.state.mn.us

Mississippi

The courts do not have online Family Law forms.
www.msbar.org/10_family_law.php

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Services
750 North State Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39202

Office: 800-434-5437 (P)/601-359-4415 (F)
www.mdhs.state.ms.us/cse.html

Missouri

www.courts.mo.gov/page.asp?id=525
www.courts.mo.gov/page.asp?id=46

Division of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Social Services
615 Howerton Court Bldg. P.O.Box 2320
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Office: 800-859-7999 (P)/573-751-0507 (F)
www.dss.mo.gov/cse/
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Montana

courts.mt.gov/library/law_by_top.asp
courts.mt.gov/library/law_by_top.asp#

Child Support, Department of Public Health & Human Services
3075 N. Montana Ave. Suite 112
Helena, Montana 59620

Office: 800-346-5437 (P)/406-444-1370 (F)
www.dphhs.state.mt.us/about_us/divisions/child_support_enforcement/child_support_enforcement.htm

Nebraska

court.nol.org/forms/index.shtml
supremecourt.ne.gov/public/

Office of Economic & Family Support , Department of Health and Human Services
P.O.Box 94728
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4728

Office: 402-471-1400 (P)/402-471-7311 (F)
www.hhs.state.ne.us/cse/cseindex.htm

Nevada

www.nvsupremecourt.us/documents/index.php?typeID=1
www.accessclarkcounty.com/District_court/self_help_center_index.htm

State of Nevada Division of Welfare and Supportive Services
1470 College Parkway
Carson City, Nevada 89706-7924

Office: 775-684-0705 (P)/775-684-0702 (F)
Cust. Svc.: 775-684-7200/Cust. Svc.: 702-486-1646
Toll Free#: 800-992-0900
www.welfare.state.nv.us/child.htm

New Hampshire

www.courts.state.nh.us/fdpp/forms/index.htm
www.courts.state.nh.us/fdpp/fdpp/index.htm

Division of Child Support Services, Health & Human Services
129 Pleasant Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-8711

Office: 800-852-3345 (P)/603-271-4787 (F)
www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/DHHS_SITE/default.htm
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New Jersey

www.judiciary.state.nj.us/forms.htm
www.judiciary.state.nj.us/family/index.htm

Office of Child Support, Department of Human Services
P.O.Box 716
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0716

Office: 609-588-2915 (P)/609-588-2354 (F)
www.njchildsupport.org/

New Mexico

www.supremecourt.nm.org/legal-forms.htm
www.nmcourts.com/cgi/prose_lib/

Child Support Enforcement Division, Department of Human Services
P.O.Box 25110
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Office: 505-476-7207 (P)/505-476-7045 (F)
https://elink.hsd.state.nm.us/ecse/

New York

www.courts.state.ny.us/forms/familycourt/index.shtml
www.nycourts.gov/courts/nyc/family/index.shtml

Div. of Child Support Enforcement, Office of Temporary Assistance and Disability
40 North Pearl Street, Room 13C
Albany, New York 12243-0001

Office: 518-474-9081 (P)/518-486-3127 (F)
https://newyorkchildsupport.com/home.html

North Carolina

www.nccourts.org/Forms/FormSearch.asp
www.nccourts.org/Citizens/CPrograms/Family/Default.asp

Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Resources
P.O.Box 20800
Raleigh, North Carolina 27619-0800

Office: 919-255-3800 (P)/919-212-3840 (F)
www.ncchildsupport.com
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North Dakota

www.ndcourts.com/court/forms/
www.divorcelawinfo.com/states/nd/northdakota.htm

Child Support Enforcement Agency, Department of Human Services
P.O.Box 7190
Bismarck, North Dakota 58507-7190

Office: 701-328-3582 (P)/701-328-5497 (F)
www.state.nd.us/humanservices/services/childsupport/

Ohio

www.sconet.state.oh.us/spec_dockets/default.asp#forms
www.sconet.state.oh.us/Judicial_and_Court_Services/family_court/

Office of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Human Services and Jobs and Family Services
30 East Broad Street, 31 st Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3414

Office: 614-752-6561 (P)/614-752-9760 (F)
jfs.ohio.gov/ocs/

Oklahoma

www.oscn.net/static/forms/start.asp
www.divorcelawinfo.com/states/ok/oklahoma.htm

Child Support Enforcement Division, Department of Human Services
P.O.Box 53552
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152

Office: 405-522-5871 (P)/405-522-2753 (F)
www.okdhs.org/childsupport/

Oregon

www.ojd.state.or.us/osca/cpsd/courtimprovement/familylaw/familylawforms.htm
www.ojd.state.or.us/osca/cpsd/courtimprovement/familylaw/index.htm

Division of Child Support , Oregon Department of Justice
494 State Street, S.E. Suite 300
Salem, Oregon 97301

Office: 503-986-6166 (P)/503-986-6158 (F)
www.dcs.state.or.us
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Pennsylvania

fjd.phila.gov/forms.html
courts.phila.gov/common-pleas/family/

Bureau of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Public Welfare
P.O.Box 8018
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-8018

Office: 800-932-0211 (P)/717-787-9706 (F)
www.childsupport.state.pa.us

Puerto Rico

Unable to find Family Law forms online
Unable to find family law online

Department of the Family
P.O. Box 70376
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936-8376

Office: 787-767-1500 (P)/787-723-6187 (F)
www.gobierno.pr/Familia/Agencias/ASUME

Rhode Island

www.courts.state.ri.us/family/defaultnew-family.htm
www.courts.state.ri.us/family/forms.htm

Office of Child Support Services, Department of Human Services
77 Dorrance Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Office: 401-222-4368 (P)/401-222-2887 (F)
www.cse.ri.gov

South Carolina

www.judicial.state.sc.us/forms/searchType.cfm
www.sccourts.org/familyCourt/index.cfm

Child Support Enforcement Division, Department of Social Services
P.O.Box 1469
Columbia, South Carolina 29202-1469

Office: 803-898-9210 (P)/803-898-9201 (F)
Toll free: 1-800-768-5858
www.state.sc.us/dss/csed/
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South Dakota

www.sdjudicial.com/index.asp?category=forms&nav=102&trace=2:3&title=INT
dss.sd.gov/

Division of Child Support, Department of Social Services
700 Governor’s Drive
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-2291

Office: 605-773-3641 (P)/605-773-5246 (F)
www.state.sd.us/social/cse/index.htm

Tennessee

www.tsc.state.tn.us/geninfo/Programs/Parenting/parenting.htm#parentingforms
www.tennessee.gov/tcjfcj/

Child Support Services, Department of Human Services
400 Deadrick Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37248-7400

Office: 615-313-4880 (P)/615-532-2791 (F)
www.state.tn.us/humanserv/child-support.htm

Texas

www.co.travis.tx.us/records_communication/law_library/forms.asp
www.sbotfam.org/links.html#allstates
www.texasfamilylawinfo.com/

Child Support Division, Office of the Attorney General
P.O.Box 12017
Austin, Texas 78741-2017

Office: 800-252-8014 (P)/512-460-6867 (F)
childsupport.oag.state.tx.us

Utah

www.utcourts.gov/resources/forms/
www.utcourts.gov/howto/family/

Child Support Services, Department of Human Services, Office of Recovery Services
P.O.Box 45033
Salt Lake , Utah 84145-0033

Office: 801-536-8901 (P)/801-536-8509 (F)
www.ors.utah.gov

208

Every Single Girl’s Guide to Her Future Husband’s Last Divorce



Vermont

www.vermontjudiciary.org/eforms/family.aspx
www.vermontjudiciary.org/courts/family/index.htm

Office of Child Support
103 South Main Street
Waterbury, Vermont 05671-1901

Office: 802-786-3214 (P)/802-244-1483 (F)
www.ocs.state.vt.us/

Virgin Islands

www.visuperiorcourt.org/forms/forms.aspx
www.visuperiorcourt.org/clerk/Family.aspx

Child Support Enforcement, Department of Justice
Nisky Center, Suite 500, 2nd Floor
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00802

Office: 340-777-3070 (P)/340-775-3808 (F)
fax/St.Croix: 340-779-3800
www.gov.vi

Virginia

www.courts.state.va.us/forms/district/jdr.html
www.courts.state.va.us/courts/courts.html

Division of Child Support Enforcement
7 N. Eighth St., 1st Floor
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Office: 800-257-9986 (P)/804-726-7476 (F)
www.dss.state.va.us/family/dcse.html

Washington

www.courts.wa.gov/forms/index.cfm
www.courts.wa.gov/judicialFamily/

Divison of Child Support, Economic Services Administration
P.O.Box 9162
Olympia, Washington 98507-9162

Office: 360-664-5000 (P)/360-664-5444 (F)
www.dshs.wa.gov/dcs/
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West Virginia

www.state.wv.us/WVSCA/Rules/FamilyCourt/index.htm
www.state.wv.us/wvsca/library/familylaw.htm

Bureau for Child Support Enforcement, Department of Health and Human Resources
350 Capitol Street , Room 147
Charleston, West Virginia 25301-3703

Office: 800-249-3778 (P)/304-558-2445 (F)
www.wvdhhr.org/bcse/

Wisconsin

www.wicourts.gov/forms1/circuit.htm#family
www.greencountyfcc.org/

Bureau of Child Support, Division of Economic Support
201 E. Washington Ave.E200 P.O. Box7935
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7935

Office: 608-266-9909 (P)/608-267-2824 (F)
childsupport.wisconsin.gov

Wyoming

www.courts.state.wy.us/DandCS.aspx
www.courts.state.wy.us/DandCS.aspx

Department of Family Services, Child Support Enforcement
122 W. 25th Herschler Building,
1301 1st Floor East
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Office: 307-777-7631 (P)/307-777-5588 (F)
dfsweb.state.wy.us/csehome/cs.htm
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So you think you’re ready for marriage?
Ready to make that lifetime commitment?

Then set aside six days to help ensure that you
have more “happy” in that “ever-after!”

Complete this…

Six-day Marriage Prep Jump Start Course

Wb-1
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Welcome!
Congratulations on jumping into this jump start course in marriage
prep. I’m excited for you. How are you doing? Feeling all tingly inside at
the thought of diving into the vast recesses of your finances and those of
your future spouse? I’m guessing you want to, or at least you know you
need to, but you’d really rather be flipping through honeymoon bro-
chures. Am I right?

Okay, you said, “yes,” and you’re not alone. Most engaged couples don’t
want to think past their first married holiday card photo. They believe if
they love each other enough, all the “little” details such as debt manage-
ment, retirement planning, and asset allocation will just work out
somehow.

I’ve got news for all you “ostrich” brides and grooms with your heads in
the sand: conflict over money is the single greatest factor in divorce. If
you don’t get real about it now, it could cost you dearly, in money and in
love.

But you know that, or at least you’re doing your best to ensure your hap-
pily ever after. You made the choice to work through this course (10
points) and you even got your better half to set aside half an hour a day
to go through it with you (25 points). By the way, you can keep track of
your respective points at the bottom of each page as you go.

So let’s get started, already!

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Day One: Know the landscape

How much do you really know about the financial health of your future
spouse? Are you up on the details of his/her debts, assets, credit rating,
and ongoing obligations? Have you discussed financial values (you’re a
saver and s/he likes to live large) or how you will handle childcare when
and if you decide to raise children?

Getting married is an act of faith, but it doesn’t have to be blind faith.
Have the difficult discussions before you tie the knot! It will save you
money, frustration, heartache and possibly even a future trip to your
own divorce court.

In the months leading up to your big day, you should focus on marriage
preparation, with your wedding as a secondary concern. After all, your
wedding celebration lasts at most three days (if you’re going for a desti-
nation bash, that is), but marriage is for life.

Let’s break for a moment for a pop quiz. Each of you copy the following
page (or download it from http://www.everygirlsguides.com if you’ve
registered) and answer the questions separately:

Point Counter:
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1. My spouse-to-be owns property:    YES NO

If “yes,” answer the following questions:

a. How many properties does s/he own?

b. What is the value of each property?

c. What was the purchase price? When?

d. How much equity is available?

e. How much does s/he owe?

f. What are the monthly payments?

g. How much does s/he pay in property taxes and insurance?

h. Is that amount rolled into the monthly payments (escrowed)? YES     NO

i. Are payments made on time? YES     NO

j. Are there past due mortgage payments or property taxes owed? YES     NO

k. Does the property generate any income? YES     NO

l. Does s/he handle property management? If not, how much are
management fees?

Would the property pass building code inspections? YES     NO

m. Do any properties need major repairs in the next six months,
year, two years, or five years?

YES     NO

n. Does your future spouse plan to hold on to the property,
or sell in the near future?

o. Are there any liens on the property? YES     NO

p. Does your future spouse co-own any of the property
with an ex, a family member, or a friend?

YES     NO

q. Does your future spouse plan to move into a property at
some point, perhaps when you retire?

YES     NO

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Is your head spinning now? Did your sweetie pie pass out? Even if you
answered “no” to Question #1, you are probably figuring out that getting
the low-down on the financial landscape of your future spouse is no
small task.

This is why we’re not moving on to Question #2 just yet! We can’t possi-
bly cover all the essentials in a six-day course. But we can get you off to a
good start, and help you gather the tools you need to forge ahead.

Speaking of
In Chapter Two of this book, you will find a checklist for just about every
type of document you will need for your preparation for marriage. (I may
have overlooked one or two that are specific to your situation, such as
immigration papers, or military discharge papers, but the list will get you
going.) For this six-day course we’ll use an abbreviated list:

1. Total annual income and estimated expenditures.

2. List of debts, including credit cards, mortgages
and other loans, liens, and ongoing obligations pertaining to court
settlements (divorce or civil suits).

3. List of investments, stocks, real estate, art and
collectibles.

4. Full reports from all three credit bureaus, Equifax,
Experian and Trans Union.

Point Counter:
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Homework
Your first assignment? Make your lists and gather the documents. If you
don’t have all of them at hand for tomorrow, start with the first item and
then work your way down the list in the coming days.

Remember, this list is for both of you. Even if you’ve been living together
for three years and have already combined finances, make your lists sep-
arately. As you compare documents, you will see how much you actually
know about each other’s finances, as well as your own individual finan-
cial values and goals.

Up next…
Next, we’ll tackle the annual budget. If you want extra credit, part two of
your homework is for each of you to take 20 minutes to draw up a
budget. We’ll go over them tomorrow. If you’ve never done a budget
before, just start with the basics on the following worksheet. Remember,
make two copies!

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Annual Budget

Total After Tax Income (yours) $

Rent or Mortgage Payments $

Real Estate Property Taxes

Home Insurance (if not included in mortgage payment) or
Renters Insurance

$

Car Payment(s) or other transportation expense (bus, subway,
train, parking, estimated by monthly cost)

$

Car Insurance Payment(s) $

Other Loan Payments $

Health Insurance Premium $

Child Support $

Daycare Cost $

Alimony Payment $

Credit Card Payments $

Phone/internet, etc.
Utilities

$

Estimate the following if necessary:

Grocery Bill $

Eating Out

Gasoline $

Clothing $

Entertainment $

Miscellaneous $

$

$

$

Point Counter:

His Total: _______ Her Total: _______
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Day Two: Annual Budgets

Welcome to Day Two of your jump start course in Marriage Prep! I trust
both of you did your homework. If you gathered your documents, 10
points to you! (Keep track of those points …) And if you worked up your
budget, you get an extra 10 points. If not, take a few minutes to fill in the
budget list from  “Day One.”

By creating your annual budget separately, you get a clearer picture of
how your future spouse spends their hard earned cash and whether they
have room to breathe or if s/he routinely operates paycheck to paycheck.

As you go through the next few steps, try to refrain from judgment. I’ll
bet we don’t have a complete picture yet, so for now let’s just get through
the steps and save the shock over her shoe budget or his credit card bal-
ance for later.

All set? Great. Let’s get started.

What’s missing?
A common mistake many people make when drawing up budgets is the
omission of annual or periodic expenses. Remember that trip to Baja?
That was a chunk of change. How much did you spend on holiday or
birthday gifts last year? Any idea how much your last tune-up cost?

Look closely at your budget. Do you see any allocations for savings,
retirement contributions or debt reduction? If you’re not saving for and
investing in your future, you can kiss the good life goodbye. What about

Point Counter:
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that darling house you have your eye on? Are you setting aside money
for a down payment?

Take a few moments to add in expenses you may have overlooked and
throw in an amount for “rainy day” savings and retirement contributions,
as well as short-term goal savings such as for a down payment.

Fixed or flexible?
A fixed expense is one that does not change in the course of a contract,
lease, or payment agreement. Your rent, is an example, or your mortgage
payment, which tends to remain the same month after month for awhile,
even if you have an adjusting mortgage. As you look at your budget,
identify which expenses are set in stone (at least for now) and which
expenses fluctuate.

Now identify which expenses are within your control, such as clothing,
shoes, groceries, dining out, hair appointments, etc. Don’t get me wrong,
I’m not suggesting you have to give up any of these expenses, just note
how many of your expenses are entirely within your control.

Some expenses can be controlled, but only to some degree, such as
phone and utility bills, credit card payments and gym fees. While these
expenses are not entirely under your control, they are also not set in
stone. Minimum payments go up and down, the cost of fuel may rise
unexpectedly, and some memberships can be easily cancelled whereas
others will charge hefty penalties for early cancellation.

Point Counter:
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Homework
Now that you have a better idea of how much you’ earn and how much
you spend, sit down together and compare budgets. Here are some
questions to help start this important discussion:

� Do we have enough money to go around, or do we need to
make adjustments?

� Are we setting aside enough money for our financial goals?

� What if one of us lost a job? How would that impact our
budget?

� Which expenses are “off limits” and cannot be eliminated or
reduced?

� Which expenses can be adjusted to serve the greater good?

Up next… getting real about debt.
Oh yeah, the really fun stuff. Gather your bills, loan statements, and
payment agreements, and pick up a bottle of wine (or a pint of Ben &
Jerry’s) while you’re at it.

Until tomorrow…

Point Counter:
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Day Three: Getting Real about Debt

Welcome to Day Three! How was your budget chat? I imagine you
experienced a teensy bit of friction; we all have different approaches to
money and beliefs about money and yours won’t always align with
those of your honey Remember, the budget is a road map, a living
document that should be revisited and revised throughout your
marriage — so keep it handy!

Today, we’re talking about the dreaded D-word. No, not divorce (not
today, anyway!). I’m referring to the word most of us avoid like the
plague: debt. No one likes to think about it much less talk about it, but all
that trepidation ends here. This course is about being honest with your
future spouse. After all, the “what’s mine is yours” sentiment can turn
sour when one realizes they unexpectedly took on a mountain of debt.

Not so long ago, young “marrieds” strived to pay off their mortgage, and
credit cards were scarce. Today, we all have several credit accounts, plus
mortgages, student loans, and other obligations, and some we may not
even remember we have. In fact, few people actually know how much
debt they have. (Quick, jot down how much total debt you have and save
it for later. $ ______________. Yes, there will be points awarded!)

The grand total is …
It’s essential that you and your future Mr. or Mrs. get real about debt.
Take out your list of debts and supporting documentation, and answer
each of the following questions:

Point Counter:

His Total: _______ Her Total: _______
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Interest Rate
Credit card companies?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

$

Loans companies (i.e. business lines of credit,
student loans, personal loans, etc.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

$

Mortgage companies?
1.
2.

$

Other bills (medical, utility, phone bills, home
repairs, etc.)?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

$

Back taxes?
Year________    State/Fed?
Year________    State/Fed?

$

Any additional fees for any of the above, such as
penalties for late payment, finance charges, or
collection agency fees?

$

$

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Okay team. Add it up. Were you close to the number you jotted down a
few minutes ago? How about that soulmate of yours? If you are within
$1,000 of the total amount of your personal debt, you just earned
another 10 points!

Homework
Debt is an emotionally charged issue for many people, so tonight, have a
talk about how you acquired the debt you owe. Did it start in college
when the credit card companies handed you a shiny new card? Did you
experience a loss that turned your life and finances upside down? Or, are
you prone to spending more than you have just to “feel better?”

Up next…let’s inventory those assets.
Tomorrow, we’ll continue to take stock by going over your assets.
Remember to have your list ready, and any documents pertaining to
those assets.

Until tomorrow …

Point Counter:
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Day Four: Asset Inventory

Welcome to Day Four! Give yourselves a high-five or a hug. You’ve made
it halfway through the course, and you’ve covered some tricky subjects.
Debt talks tend to make everyone nervous, but I hope you were honest
with each other. It can feel a bit like a confession, as if you’ve done some-
thing wrong in acquiring debt. However, once you get the issues out in
the open, you feel better and can get strategic about how to deal with it.
Now that you can talk with each other, you might choose to restructure
some debt through a new loan with better payments. Or perhaps you
can make larger payments on existing debt contracts to make them go
away faster, for example, paying off the car. Or you can accept that the
current debt is acceptable and manageable, such as a good mortgage,
with a helpful tax deduction for the interest, on a house you intend to sell
soon anyway.

Today we shift our focus from debt to assets, a happier subject for most
people. Still, some people are hesitant to reveal the truth about their
assets. Hiding the treasure map to your booty from your future spouse is
a real “no-no” and suggests an unwillingness to truly merge your ‘ever
after’ dreams. So ‘fess up!

Remember, just because you list the asset does not mean you have to
hand it over to your guy/gal on a silver platter. That’s what pre- and
post-nuptial agreements are for! They are not just to prevent confusion
and conflict in the event of a divorce; these agreements can also help
keep the peace within your long, happy marriage, by stating clearly
what’s hers and what’s his.

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Pop Quiz
Remember the short-lived quiz from Day One? Let’s revisit the asset
inventory pop quiz today, but I’ll keep the questions general this time.
Make two copies of the following list of questions and each of you
answer separately. Don’t worry. You’ll get to see your honey’s answers!

Point Counter:

His Total: _______ Her Total: _______
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List any real estate that your future spouse owns:

Description Guess Value Correct Value

List art, antiques, and collectibles owned by your future spouse:

Description Guess Value Correct Value

List stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and retirement accounts owned by your future
spouse:

Description Guess Value Correct Value

List other assets your future spouse owns, such as timeshares, boats, vehicles
(if paid in full), jewelry, etc.:

Description Guess Value Correct Value

Finally, switch lists and correct the answers given by your future spouse about
your own answers. Give the paper back to your sweetie.

Point Counter:

Her Total: _______ His Total: _______
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Add one point for each asset you noted, and one point if you
came within $2,000 of the value. Subtract one point for every asset you
missed, and for every asset more than $2,000 over or below the actual
value.

Homework
Discuss your pop quiz. Did you have any surprises? Does one of you
have considerably more assets than the other? Do you have any assets
that you would not want to “share”with your spouse? Are any assets tied
to a former spouse or partner? How would that impact your combined
finances when married?

Up next…credit reports
Tomorrow we will discuss credit reports, and how your credit rating can
affect your spouse. For extra points, pull the reports online tonight and
give them a quick once over.

Until tomorrow …

Point Counter:
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Day Five: Credit Reports

Welcome to Day Five! With your asset discussion in the can, you are
moments away from having a basic understanding of your partner’s
financial health. But there’s one more key hot topic to address before you
can determine exactly what each of you brings to the table. (Actually, if
your fiancé has a child, an ex-spouse, or a business, there are several
other key factors to consider. But this course is only six days long!)

As I said in the book, credit rules the world. If you have a good credit
rating, life is easier. You can buy stuff on credit, get a decent interest rate
on your mortgage, and get an affordable auto insurance premium. Bad
credit gets you high interest rates, and dozens of closed doors. Some
companies even require a credit check for all potential employees, citing
poor credit as a sign that you may not be worthy of the job.

When you legally marry your fiancé, you can tie yourself to your honey’s
credit rating forever if you aren’t careful (go back and read Commingling
Is For Cocktail Parties). So, it stands to reason that you should check each
other’s credit reports before you walk down the aisle. Credit reports can
also have blatant errors, so it’s a good idea to clear up any issues before
your two ratings become one.

Point Counter:
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What are we looking for?
Credit reports are written in a sort of code that can be confusing, but if
you have a combined report from all three bureaus (a “tri-merge”), it
makes the job a bit easier. Here are a few things to look for as you go
over your reports:

� The goal is to be above 700 points, and anything
below 600 will win you whopping interest rates. Compare credit
ratings (try not to gloat) and discuss how this might impact your
financial goals.

� Search the credit report for delinquent
accounts that are bringing down your credit rating. Do the ven-
dors listed match up with your records?

� Notice how many open accounts the bureaus
claim you have. Do you have more accounts than you realized
you had, or is it possible that someone else used your name to
open new accounts?

� Credit bureaus are notorious for reporting incorrect
information, such as delinquent accounts that are paid in full, or
closed accounts that are actually open. Make note of any errors
and contact the credit bureaus immediately.

� Does the credit report show a connection to a
friend, business partner, or ex that should have been removed?
Do not expect the credit bureaus to know when your affiliations
or partnerships end. If you are tied to someone from your past
on your credit report, send the credit bureaus a letter requesting
their removal from your report, and double check to make sure
there are no new accounts in either of your names.
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Homework
Make a plan to improve your credit ratings and clean up errors on your
credit reports. Remember to double check your state laws for the statute
of limitations to see if old debt obligations can still be enforced. Definitely
check with a credit specialist before paying off old debt to make sure it
won’t hurt your score. Make a commitment not to open new accounts
without discussing it with your future spouse. And give yourselves 10
points each for facing your credit reports together.

Tomorrow, we’ll take a look at the information you gathered and the
picture it paints for your financial future. Homestretch, folks!

Until tomorrow,
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Day Six: Connecting the Dots

Welcome to the final day of your marriage prep course! In the past five
days we’ve gathered information on accounts payable, debts, assets,
credit reports, and we’ve created an annual budget. I hope you feel a little
less overwhelmed by the process, and excited to continue preparing for
the marriage of your dreams, while you plan your fantasy wedding!

By now, you should be seeing where you may experience conflict
regarding money when you’re married. Your individual strengths and
capabilities, as well as challenges with reference to money should also be
more obvious at this point. In just five days, you’ve begun to see a path
toward financial well being within your marriage. Trust me, you’re way
ahead of most soon-to-be-hitched couples!

However, just as it takes more than six days to plan your dream wedding,
preparing to merge your finances is a major project, one that could take
months to complete. Here’s a taste of the other areas you and your
future spouse should go over in the coming months:

� Estate planning

� Risk assessment

� Milestone planning (e.g., new baby, aging parent, retirement)

� Division of income and assets within the marriage

� Division of debt within the marriage

� Day-to-day financial responsibilities

� Financial values
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If you really want to stack the deck in your favor, you’ll go online and sign
up for my six-week Prenuptial Planning Course. I/ll walk you through the
process of preparing for your marriage, step by step. You see, now that
you have a head start, I don’t want you to give up.

Not knowing which questions to ask, where the hidden risks are, and
how to deal with problems can make any true-blue couple throw in the
towel. It is my mission to help you see this process through. With a solid
financial foundation, a lot of love and a tiny bit of luck, you just might sail
right on through to that golden anniversary — are you thinking live band
or DJ?

So which of you has the most points? Good for you.

But, actually it doesn’t really matter. There is no winner, no words of
praise for the person with the higher score or warnings for the one who
came in low. Why not? Because you’re a couple now; you don’t have to
compete with one another. You’re multiplying your earning potential,
wisdom, love, and spirit by two. You’re combining your assets, liabilities,
hopes and dreams, and coming up with a greater number than the sum,
that can only be reached by your union.

So what about those points? Combine your totals, and for every point
you earned, give a $1 donation to a cause that is near and dear to your
hearts, one that you can both agree on. And send me an email (to
points@everygirlsguides.com) after you donate the money. I’d like to
know how high your score was, and where your money is working for a
worthy cause.
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Homework
First, purchase an accordion file or fireproof file safe to store all of the
important documents you gathered.

Next, take a day off and enjoy each other (that also means no wedding
talk).

And finally, sign up for my “A Man and A Plan” Prenuptial Planning
Course (http://www.amanandaplan.com) to ensure that those first few
critical years are smooth as silk.

Congratulations on your upcoming marriage! May it have more up than
down, more right than wrong, and more love than you can imagine,
every single day.

—Adryenn Ashley
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